
nlts ait lie bot tomin a sllari) il afî lcrtila, agr-eabli
to otte rf dic, itended l ses of flic crosier, as ex
plainied by .11 aiecnt poct,

"Ciirva trahIit ieS, liar- pis ngit ctrbe!'
IUpoit the whole , Sir, 1 ;,anuiot tlîink that dt

croster of Coriuclitis O'Dcagh is inférior, citiler il
faste and Clegance, or li richinêss, to the célcb)ratec'
olle of bis cotemplorary Prelate Wiilliall of Wykie.
hain. ivhich is keplt iit so tnschi cire at: Newv Col.
lege, Oxford. 13ui what; will appear cqua-lI, extra-
ordttlary 'vidh Ille existence of snchi monumrents ni
anocient art hti lrclaud, is the strong prcsuimptionl
whieli thcy aflord froin thc marme of thc artis!, 01111
thèy w6veocetd inithiat; Island at the b)eg-iunttng
of the fiftee-nthi centmnry ; as the folloiing enaîncnll-
cdl inscription is scen in a sruall pompar tment on
tlle mitre " I T/tomjas O'G.arly, Ar(ýfc-r facicin,

N. B. The baek of thé fiitre is exhibited to
show in V. hat niatiler the VittýM or inifuloe, that is to
say, Ille peiidant'ortiamcuits that ate atinexed, to it.
lit otîter respects, the backi of the raitre is an exact
roulntcrpart of the front, excep£ as ta flic Prinelled
inscription. The wvorfl lost, lu the inscrip1tion inutst
fromn the kîiown date of 0' Deaghi's Pontificatè,have
expressed] cithier 400, or 4 10. The stones, -viîich
aire aIl precic 's stones, are dra'vn te the sizc, shape
nd colouir of theorienaIs. Thec unequal wvhite

substances represent, incrustations of pearis. The
infuhl;, or pendant ornamnents arô exhibited on the
large sil-et of the size of the originnl. Thdy, Iiie
Uhecimitre itscifcotnsist* of thin silver plate gilt, and
ornamentcd with pearts, &ce., except the fringr ai
flic bottom, whicli is delîcate gold lacewvorli as te
have baflcd flie art of the dratughtsma. inIihis at-
teilnpt ta Oxhibit it.

Thé Ilegister iii thc pcissession of rmy friend, is
cnUdclld by Sir James Ware, 1 ie fanions Irish Anti-
quary, who cites it in lus .•ntiquities -of Ireland,
9Registruiii Decani Limericensir."1 't'he testrniou y

is copîctd iii a mantiscript note iii the bock itscif.
The rcgister continis, arnangst oilher things, a char-
ter af Donald, King of .irnerickc, to Bcitiis, bisihop
of that sec in 1191 ; likiewîse, a curions inquisition
concerning thc lands !- nd churches belonging ta it,
takeni soon after Ile conquest of this part of Ire!and
by tic Eniglisl, on the o'atlis of thrce separate juries
ne consisting, of twelve Eniglishmenn, another of

twvclve Irishiýnci, and the third af tieIro Ostinen),
or Dattcs. The last date lu the register 1 tse1i,being
that of the iridcnturc a- lease made by Uic bisliop te
Robert FtSepenis of 1362; bîîth elire is lin-
nexed to flic Register, the'Ta.-a Ordinaria of the
blshop of ,irnerickc, certificdd -bc in Ille hand
writing of the above-mentioincd bishop, Cornelitis
O'Deagch, wlio, as is gathered from tlîc date of this
mitre, presided there iii the ycar 141 8. As Uic
aboremcû:ion6d ornarments; I inia file mitre arl

cra-si et-, arc so oftc euv iii t1L triur a-rlf
*pîcruires, anîd ilIuihiatitîs of larner me,îeia
th1 e folmn)lvilg short retiîurkq til>out filon, for 5-r
t: iiig Ille personages roeprcsentcdt, îogcîhicr ivitl

Sthi r i anîd flic period of ilicir ex i!ît uce, 111.1y
not bc lierc inisplared.
1 lîsebiîîs, the celebraied chutrch h liitoriaîî, aîîd
f riend of Constantine thicCireat, tells uis tipoîî i
tiitliority of l'olyerates, wvha livcdl nerur flc ne iit»

flice A posileS, finit St. Johnt the Evaîîgvhist %vore a
» eital plate, like that \which the Jew.ish ig-h prieçt
8o're upoâ hiis forehicad. The snn is afliinied of*
St. Janles, tCe A postie, Bhshop of Jeî.uo Iî,ly Sr
Epiphiuts. The saute Etnsobilis, as 1i1kewiýe St.
Gregory Naýezizaîîieni, and flic ipa-gn hîibtoriaîii Aniji-
anuis M~arcell iiiuis, <leseribe flic bishiops of thie fouznt
century, as wcaring a zsert of crown. IL appears,
froin difl'crent, atitlioritcs flint flic bislhops of' file
Latin Clitircli at leist, ivare soiiic reuliar orna-
tuent ulpon their hecads ii Ulic suiececdîng ages ; but
there is reasoti te dloubt NOhellirr this artmanient
born any reseitblanice w~iUtue fli cr, double point-
cd mitre, hefore tlie n inth ort teti ti ccn£îîiry. Thiis
forni, togetîîcr with jts applopri.ate oïl1alnents, was
prebably' fitst adoptcd, and approprlated to tlicm-
selves, iii ode or othier of thlose ages by the Rornaîî
Polntilfs ;as iii UIl elevcnthl cetury 've fin'1 inctu
filai onc instance of fie Iope's granling a sp.cciat
ptivilcgc ta certain bishoicps t0 %vcar flic Romian mi-
trec, and, as iii flie 2th ceîttury, "'o read of Intto-
cent Il., placing lits cwu itire on tliue.iod ofSt.
MlalacIhy -Archîbisblop of Arinagh1, thon upailio a visit
te Ilonie, by way Ofa 'speoial fitvour. Stili cvcîm
the mitres in question nt tHîcir first invention ivere
vcry low, bcing ziot loitier tlial, (rani £Iîrce to six
inefies, anud thcy continticd conmparatively lo\v tilt
abolit Uic end offic ttîirte!etîu c(nitily, as wemay
observe in thc figure of St. Nicholas, o1 UIc Saxon
Fo'nt iii lincliestcr Catihedral, inic e epuleli. 1
statues of the bisîîops af Old Sartnn, sitice reinov-
cd t< 8alisbury C.atîmedrail ; and in Ille statues and
other rel)resentatioiis ai prelates in] getîcral, dnring
tlic a-es in question. i)rincy flic fnutrteenth Celi-
tury, the mfuLres seimf to hiavc ri5en to about thie
liciht of C foot. Thiat of Williami of Wykeham,
tupoîî h~s mouuuuenctl& w'hich is said to h1ave been
exetited in his iifctil1c, is te i luches IligIl ; Ulic
Ibishjop a Limerickz's thirteen. IL îas not till about
flic sixteonlth celltury that, this episcopa-l ortinent

airicd te il.s preseî1t disprupoïtionatu !mi4h o
foot ilid, .1 all.b 0

W[iTcn flec abbots and othier superiors of certain
tran reîmscmnut . grcîv impatient oif
stibjection te, tli jurisdiction cf ilieir ordiiiary bi.
silops, they etagelly Colnteîmded for Uice ensiguis of
independent, antliority, nam&Ivy, for flic pontifical
ornamcents,.whichi werc, flic mjitre, flic ring, anîd t1he
sandals. Once of file first, if nlot quite tile first mi-


