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people to sce the propriety of it, speaking of
his brother s *‘our pastor,” cheerfully ac-
cordmg him preeminence in all departments
of church lite,  conperating with him in
apiritual inspection and general admistra-
tion.

Perhaps long usage ias dulled the elder’s
notion of his own dunity—the honor and re-
spnnaibility of his office ; he feels himself to
be a sort of ccclesiastical convenience, es-
pecially about communion time. e has
every confidence in the teaching elder, and
is assured that things will be kept moving
by Lim, and that all he necds to do is to be
a feeble assistant in & m.st general way.
He is harried with commercial cares, and it
may be, domestic trials; sometimes he is
surely perplexed and disheurtened by the
cross purposes in his lot, ~o he slips along
softly in hia eldership, lamecuting his use-
lessnese, and half afraid that the lamenta-
tism is echoed throughout the parish.

But the dear man is a thousand times more
precious than if he were to magnify his posi-
tion, sv as to be an offensive, nrggressive,
and destructive force in the church which
pro‘esses to serve, but in fact is ambitious
to “run.” The consequentisl, dictatorial,
und scheming spirit which shows itself now
and then in the ruling as in the teaching eld-
er, deserves sharp rebuke in both ; and if
this be in vain, then it should be escorted to
the door in the iuteresis of piety and peace.
‘The man who so exalts himself, ought to be
abwed. He is a chronic irritant, and does
work for the devil oftener than for the Lord.

But surely there is a middle ground where
the vuling elder may be mure than an eccle-
aiastical convenience, and considerably less
than an ecclesinstical nuisance : and this
ground has been traced in the ninth chapter
of our Book of Governmeut, where the Ses-
sion 18 charged to preserve the purity and or-
der of the Church by the wholesome exercise
of discipline, “and toconsort the bestineasures
for promoting the spiritual interests of 1he
congregasiom.”  Our elder must then be use-
tul notalone in his judicial capacity, but
also in a religious and evaugelizing capacity;
he is tv help devise measures, and lend
hand in their execution. These measuves
shouldl be adapted 50 the church und its
neighbarhood, growing out of the neels,
tastes, habite, and” sociul positions of the
peopie ; und he should havasuch kuowledge
of his parish, get such knowledje “of-how
wark is being done in other parishes, be ani-
mated with such zeal for his own constitu-
ency, as that he will ever and everywhere be
found alert in mmd, heart, and hand for all
that widl be likely to advanze the general
prospenty of his church.

In additien he will be faithful in voutine

work, visiting the sick and afllicted, choer:
ing the aged, keeping wack of the baptized
youth, and trying te lead them intu. tho
higher consecrations of the Christian life ;
laboring in the Sabbath-school, where he
never forgets that his own childhood needed
patience, gentlencss, and tidelivy ; praying
in the week wmeeting, and learning to pray
unto edification ; organizing and developing
cottage meetings and missions, as means of
grace for non-church-goers— in short, he will
aim to keep ahead of the commn level in
things Scriptural, spiritual, and saving, so
thatHf a day should como when the teaching
elder is absent or the pulpit is vacant, .he
may stand and preach the truth, or read it
as annanged by another, unchallenged by the
mmost spiritual member of the Church, hon-
ored or admired as & true and zealous ser-
vant of Chiist Jesus ministering in His
name.

Ic muy be said that this is the ideal elder,
not the actual ; the impoasible rather than
the possible, But some of us know of men
who have actually come far up to this stan-
dard ; men of faith and of the Holy Ghost;
men directly from the common people, en-
dowed with suncriied common-gense and in-
epited tc wulk wurthy of their high voca-
tion ; men who have lived, toiled, and suc-
ceeded in their solemn trusts until releaged
by the Master and brought into His immedi-
ate presence on high. They proved to be
the right men in the right place, The mis-
take everywhere is becuuse of the wrong
man, Political, social, financial, and other
considerations of a purely secondary charac-
ter occasionally fill the offices in the church
as they (ill them in the State. The right
man is passed by, he is as modest as he is
meritorious, he ig not anxious to be put in’
the white light, and the 1esult is conspicu-
our ineflicieney and poor work by the wrung
man.

A good way for correcting snch blunders
has been devised in the rotary plan, which
is supposed to revolve until it evolves the
best materinl for the Church Session. If the
teaching elder can be retired for failure, cer-
tainly the ruling elder should be Jiable to
the same fate for the same cause. But many
a mister has had to go, go with a breaking
heart and heavy step, while the elder who
might have helped him to stay and render
grand service, stays on himself to help of-
ficinte around another victim.

Yes. you want gond and true men in the

*Session, and as they touch shoulders and
‘hearts and"liunds, and by their concerted,
compacted strength-carry the religious wel-
fave of the church, théy~will present to the
world such an association -of gracious wis-
dom and strength as shall commaad. univer.

sal respect, admirstion, aud love.




