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and my cousins vot un- !
f naturally coucluded that I either meant to marry Mrs. Wynne or that I
had boeon trifling with her affections. Of these two altornntives the luttor'
would, no doubt. have boo.n thq moro agreeable to them ; but in oilhc_r caso |
thoy would have felt justified in regarding wo with that pity which is not .
akin to love, and they showad in the plainest manner that they did so re-
me. .
gmi&ll these things being so, thero was nothing fur it but a second and a
lougor flight. My yacht was waiting for mo at Purtsmouth, I detormined
to go.on board at ones, and eail for Norway as soon as 1 could possibly got '
off. I did notwantto dothis. Iam wot much ofa fisherman 3 and, besides,
there is very little salmen-fishing to bo obtained by the casual travellor mn
Norway. now a-days. Morover, I have reached that time of Jifo when a man
likes to do the samo thing year after year. It throws me out, and gives mo
an uneasy, fidgety feeliny of having forgotten something, if T am notat .
Cowes for the Squadron Regetta, at Weymouth, Dartmouth, and Torquay
shortly afterwards, and in Scotland by the beginning >f Soptember Dut
it was not a case for consulting one’s inclinations, | telegraphed to two or
threo men to join me, and left precipitatoly, allowing it to be inferred that
I was bound for no moro distant waters than those of the Solent.
) The truth of the matter was that that shameless and unscrupulous woman
‘had taken an acourate measuro of my character and had found out my weoak
points. She knew—at least, I suppose sho did—that blandishments would
have no sgrt of effect upon me ; but doubtless sho also know that thero was
scarcely any foolish thing that I would not do rather than have a disturbanee, |,
Her tactics were obvious. Shoe intended to make me compromise myself
and her before witnésses, and throw herself upon my goenerosity, or my !
foebleness, whichover it ought to be cailed , and if I had not happened to
'$ be fully alive to this danger it is quite upon the cards that she might have
succeeded. As it was, I got threo friends to accompany me, and sailed for
Stavanger beforo the end of the woek.
When I had placed the tumbling waves of the North Sea between mo
“gand my dreadful old Wwoman I breathed more freely, and my temper, which
I was told had beod rather short.during the passago, recovered it wonted
swoetness. I folt-that I'had been delivered from a great and imminent peril -
Peoplo who sneer at: panics of this kind, and say that a.woman can't marry
{2 man against his will, and 2o forth, simply don't kuow what they aro talking A
 about. I maintain.that there are oceasions upen which it behooves tue brav-,
est of men to run away:.
Wo spent a very ploasant three weeks in dawdling along the west coast
of Norway. It was a little lato in the year, but the weather, for onco in the
way, was propitious. and the magnificent fjurds, which are so often shiry ided
§in min and mist, showed themselves to us, day after day in unclouded gran-
-fdeur. My friends wero. kind. enough ot to be tuo oxacting. 1 could not
put them in the way of gettitig any sport ; but they said the scen
sunshine would do instead, and professed themselve
asional drive up unfrequented valleys,or 2 climb to the glaciors which over-
hang tho Hardanger Fjord and its branches. Ono evening we had all gone
ashore at Eide, and were strolling along and gazing at the sunset, when a
string of carioles was seen approaching us, in the foremost of which was
seated a lady, whom my companions at once pronounced to be an English- !
woman. They further remarked that she was an uncommonly well-tarned-
‘eoub one too. As:dor me, I said never a word ; but my heart bacamn as wa- I
;tor within me. Ahme! that trim figure, that bottle.greon Newmarkot, that | !
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billycock bat, thoso neat liftle boots which rested in the stirrups of the car- {
old woman ! !
E' She was grasping my hand before I know where I was. Who would
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.iole—had T not recognized them from afari Ob, my prophetic soul l—my

*“have thought of meeting me in Norway ? This was really delightful! Sho |

' |

pressed to como over by her friends, the somebodys (L
ave been strange people), that at

ad been so much
ir name—thoy must h
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“Jast sho had consented ; and now she was so glad she had comne. She added, Bread
with ono of thoso finger-squeezss which always made mo fool hot and cold read, . .
%.sll over, “How horrid of you to run away like that! and never even to tell Blscmt, CHARLES AuCOIN, Proprietor.
18 where you wero going I’ . Confectionery, . ] — )
' It scems that you found out, though,” said I; too much perturbed o ! Frait Syrups, ete., ete :]7"3 Hotel ISI Comcmiﬂl‘y situated for
_observo the decent reticences of polite society. il ps, ? *|traders by vessels, and others.
She lookad at mo with an innocent wonder in those artietically onlarged { Salesroom ~128, 130 and 132 Argyle Street, T T

“Well, yes, I have found you,” she answored ; “ but that js
1 hope you are glad to bo found. ~ Now we must make
I hear that thero is a great deal to bo

_byes of hqr.
%0 thanks to you.
. Bomo pleasant excursions together.
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pleasant excursions together, and we'll see

“Qh, yes: we'll make some
“Does that schooner yacht lying

*"$he neighborhood,” I echoed, grimly,
) ’?longsido of us belong to your friends?”
.2 She said it did, and I remembered havieg oxamined the vessel and hav-
c;sgng noticed that she had no auxilary steam. A strong wind was blowing
- Stmight up the fjord too, and likely to hold—cowme! there was balm in ’
- Gilead after all.
4 YetIwas obliged to ask Mrs. Wynue to dine on board that overing. I
<3idn'tse0 my way to gotting out of it. Ouno of tho men who were with me |
Vgu alroady ncqminted*witfl hor ; she made herself excecdingly agreeablo
%0 tho others ; aud, in short, if I had not asked her ske would have asked
Shersolf, 50 that it didn’t make much difforence. 1 folt sure that I should |
23 a detestablo ovening, and my expeclations wera not disappointed.
. 3hat woman’s behavior was downright outrageous. Not ouly did sho dis-
: proceeding ; not only did sho warn

ly
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=flay an affectionate interest in my overy

o in a tone of quasi-wifely Temonstrance, what I ought not to eat and
ik, on necount of my gout; but she would porsist in talking as if our+
eoling had been tho resuit of a preconcerted armngement. |
[ To s continued. ) i
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