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(Coytinued.)

A uesisenger front nîy miotlcr.iu-law ', lie ssid, tchoing the intu.ser-
vant's wordsi. "lWitat con ber iadyship want at ibis bout ai night 1" hie
added, in a tant so purely rc:fltciive as ta blunt tht sharpesî suspicione. «'l
suppose >'ou niust sliow the felloi ulp."

II's a-lad- wcitiin, ycur honor," corrccted the servant, evidentiy
uficcrtain about tit social status af tLe female Mercury.

IAh 1 worse iuckr, slîe'll be longer winded." commentet btae gentleman,
wilh a sbrug. Il However, ser.d lier up andt gel il aven.

Tht valet retired, and atter a short intervai ushered iuto the maoin a siim
î)ersonage in black who reînaiiied modestly standing just inside the docr
tilI the foots-eps of. the servant who hait shown bier in died away along tht
linoleumn covercd cotridur. iet, wiîlî a iow laugh, nxocking but musical,
she attvaticed quickly and ilirev up lier vril. Il My disguisc must Le cent-
pkete indecd if yaui do flot rccognizz me," she said.

IlDo nlot talk nonsense," 'vas tht acid rejainder, Il afier waiting Iwo
bours for you I amn in li0 humor te jest. Where have you been gaiiivanting
ail thlis tinte ?",

Il e civil, Othciic, o.- )ou wiil regret it," ihneatencd thec visiter with a
captivatiug and coquttish smile that did no tagreo at ai with the modest
inouining or the foriorn and pathetic caunitelance which nhe itad warn a
few moments before. And taking -Up the battit af Hochheinicr site
delibtraieiy, poured out and drank off twa glasses af wine.

"4I'v.e bad no dinner, thanks ta yaur Greatorex," site said as site set the
glass down, '1 aud if you keep fliclitre long aId Gobblestcaks wiil take care
1 get no sulper."

44 our husband wili b3 ai the thcaire for the next tva hotsr-yau
know tbat," was tht cool retort. Il it down and tell mna what passeit
betwecn yau and Greatorex."

"8Tht aid fox 1" exciaimeit the visitor violentiy, Ilyou dlon'r gel nie ta
tacicle bim, again."

"lThen yau've failed, I suppose 1
Tbis remank was innocent cnough, Lut thet arte ai il, affecteit the beaier

like a goad.
48Whetaer I've faiicd or nat 1 inean ta have the îwtnty pounds yen

promiseit me ta night, or to-morrow I go back ta Grcatore;z on an errand ai
îny own."'

A itaîf inîdulgent, liait scarnful sinile curicit the lips ai tht gentleman.
"Pcrhâps il might nlot bc as succeis(ul as youi taîcy, my dear ," lie

retorted, Lut bis tarues hiad test ail their previaus ncrimony. Il Howavcr,
have ne feur that 1 shall drive you ta, such an extrcmte-MVat did tht aid
Q. C. say te ycu ?

«-Nat much," respondcd the f'ir visitor, inoilified. Il !lc lookeit me
and my ncv mourning ait over wito bis gimici eyes as if hie thougitt the
black wasn't, paiui for, andi vhen 1 taitereit out my affecting taic, frequentiy
iuternupted, as pu: ordtr, Ly soLs, about my visit ta tht grave of tht dear
deparucd, and tutc tears 1 shedt tittre over the recoilections at aur schoilday
friendâbip, and the iouging that I bad ta know if iny poor, iii iascd darling
hid left any cbiidren bchind bier, and if so, wbere I might finil lherm, tht
aid brute actualiy intcnrupted me ta ask if 1 hait ever b.-en iu tht bistriotiic
profesision. I refflied vti a discireet mixture oi innocence and virîuous
indignation, but donlat itether il, taok hinm in. Ilc is up ta ail the dodgcs
under the suit; and as for feeling-a paving atout isr.'t mort impipvious Ia
gond laoks ai ceaxing kiniles. The oniy îhing tit made any impression
an hln war uiy fatful partriurc ai tht .îd Twickenham scilool , garnished
vitit a -.baie string ai tht girls' umces. E ven bc cotait net guess that rny
knaoaIedge r~as acquircd in Mrs. Trainingbam's servants' patu, instead of
il bu scbool.rooln ; and ili iltails 1 gave ai Lady Laura Galigbîiy's flic.
talion wilh tht Italian m-aster, end Ulic Hanacr4b]c Miss Sniveltan'à ineradi-
cablc habit af weepitig avec liec suins, imipellei hlm, ta divuige the ane and
only tact of any conecquencc that 1 bave 6ucceededin l extractiug front
him.",

Andt what xii> ltat bc ? inquired the lady'i listener, quickiy.
Why tbat your quarry is nsui biding in London or ils environs 1"

"8Tht deuce il iàn't ! That'i wortb knoving anyhow. Tht scarch
beconats a dcai iîpc vitha Landon cut oui. Did be drap any remark
front vhich )ou could cinclude that thcy hait gent abroat 1"

IlThcy aie net abroid. lit made a rcicrence once to ' tht fresh air of
tht Wolis,' and, but tor an unlucky bit af mine hie inigbî bave sait more."

l.lumph !'sait tht gentleman, conîracting lis brave. 'i>1uîyour foot
in il, did you 1 Iluw i1"

IlWhy I mate an allusion cit jittsaadi ta my cherisheit Kuit's cutl
locks.'

"l'Bait! îbey vert as straight As s bonse's taau, and about as fine a tex-
ture," interposcd the male pariy ta this te*ea*telc.

IYcs, it was a Loy drawn at a venture and suit craokecd. 1 have flot
the taintcit recol-1cciion of licr pcrsanal appearance, and you (argot ta
pas: me. It vas a pdty, for tit oid fencer was on guard a: once, and vhat
was warse, did bis utinos: ta driva nie intio à carner. Naihing was lefi me
but zeircat, ant i h bas takcn nie îwo itaurs ta acconaplishl thit succcastuliy."

Il Vhat ! yau le'. hi b2dger you in lais chiaiubera tlt tcn o'ciock aiti
night ?" broke out tht listeneir in a tant ai angry contempi. IlTMen l'Il
warrant be',. drainct yoîî as dry as a sucket orange."

Il our complimnnary to-niglit, Becau Jay. But 1 am nfot quite suct a
fool an you becm 10 îilc inc, foc 1 discovcrcd, betorc 1 bad parted tram

aid Foxy five minutes, that hie bad put a spy on nty track, and a merry
dance I've led him 1 promise you. He' 9 cooIing his heeis now in an A. B3.
C. aboli in Piccadiily, int7 which hie foliowed me; but where, unluckily for
him, 1 have a fricnd who let me out by the back way.'l

IlYou arc a wommn of resources, niy fair Mimsit l'' sud the gentleman
niaking her a mock bow. IlI think I shali accord you my respect."

"lA fig for your respect," vas the saucy reply. Il à eaf fromn your
chieque book would be more ta my taste."

.6Vell, my dear, you shall have thît too," said the in, rising and going
across the room ta bis secretaire. ItI is more titan twenty pounds in my
pocket ta know that my game is not couching in the metropolia."

"Say', Jay, what will you do with them when found 1" exclaimed fair
limsie, smacking ber lipe aver the Hochhcimer ta which elhe had again

hclped herseif uninvittd.
The man turned on lier a strange, hait divided look, as if ho wcre

listening ta sarnething within himself of whicli hier .words were only
the echo.

Il wiIl be ait the better for you, madam, when 1 get possession of flic
goose that lays the golden eggs," ho said, with a barsh laugh.

IlProvided yau don't kilt it like the aid woman in the atoryl" was the
carelcss rejoinder.

SSiily as this rcmark may seemn, it gave the individuel to whorn it vas
addrcssed a veritable electrie shock. H-e mnade a blot ou te cheque be
was writing, and could flot command his voir.e enough even to swear at the
blot. Fort unately for him, the lady did net perceive thc effect af ber n*
dam stroke. Site was puiling a pair of black suede glovea over ber plump
and bejewchled fingers, and ta achieve this féat: without splitting them
absotbed ail bier attention for tic time being.

I suppose you'll be duziful cnough ta send your mother in-iaw's mes.-
senger home in a cab," suggested Mitusie, as site behd out hier gloved band-
for Beau J.-y ta adjust its ten buttons, after sbc bad stowed the cheque
avay inulher waisiband.

"To be sure."
"Grcatorex's bloodhound nzight b.- lyîog in wait ini the streets, you sec,

uot to mention the tact that my lord mnd mauter is apt to bc playful wth
bis fists when bis wee vite contes in laie ta supper."

IlPih 1 poor wretch 1 aren't you. ashanied ta tell aucli lies about him 1"
exchaimed the man conîempîuonsly.

IlI'm ashamned of nothing, but being found out, and that don't hap
pen of-:en," was thc brazen reply.

- tYou had better drap that tant and kecp yourself a littie furtiter off,
my fair termagant; for l'ai going ta ring for Situe," pursued the gentlenin
as be prcssed the button of an eiectric bell.

The next mirute the sieck valet cntered the zoom.
"lSec the lady int a cab, Sims, and pay the fair to Victoria Station,"

vas the order hie reccived. Then fair Miaisie and Beau Jay excbsnged
boys, very humble on the iady's aide, and condescendingiy affable on the
gentleman's, and the interview vas over.

As soon as the doot was shut on bis visiter thc gentleman threw him-
selfii m a chair, rnuttering something the reverse of pariiamentary, uai
began ta bite bis nil., a habit which in grown persona is thc never*faiiing
sigu af a villainous temper; and Beau Jay, bis beauty shrouded in black
il-humor, looked capable of biting off the bead af the persan who hait
offended bina, with those long, white, pointed teeîh of bis.

CHAPTER Vil.
Thte idea ai bcing dtis abject ai their new acquaintance's unflatterdng

rcflec!ions cvidentiy had Pt cntered Eilices head, for when the artist prc-
seried hituseif next morning ta ask for the pholograph, the girl met tlm
witit giad, uniroubled cyce, and a smiie that vas as frswnk as il was bright.

IlGrandma has gonr ta the bank ta change a note which vas paid ta ber
yesterd.ay," said E Ilice, when ain entering the empi>' draing-room ber com-
par.ion inquired after Mrs. MoÏcington.

This remark titted in 'so exactly vitit Delgardie's suspicions that be
dartecd a scarching gi ance at the speaker. But ah.only syed bimw ith alttle
wondez as shte said-"l Perhaps you tiink I might have donc thut etrand for
bier, andt n0 1 should if she vere not sa avrre ta my transacting business
in public. 1 shalh bc twcnty-ant in six montbs, but in dear grazidmamnia'
cyts I amn aniy a cid."

"lI -hould have thaught you stili yaungcr," said D.-Igaxdie, looking ai
her sicadLastly, as bc stcpped dova frota the chair on which bie had oucted
ta uoizook the picture. IlThc lire of mûtrement yon lead is cvidenly a
presiervative of you:h."

IlPctbaps so," assenteit Ellice vatha faint biush. "«But I shahbe gId
ta go back ta our former way of living-I mean," abe added, correcting
berseif and coioring violentiy, IlI should bc wehl content if we verc rich
enough ta do so."

This candor conjoined with mystcry vus an iepsibie puzzle to Del-
guardie ; and curiosity as weil as bis secret admirai=frEllice urged bim
ta seize every oppor.unity of penctrating int the intimacy ai.this strauge
housebold. The portrait, wbîch hie begau ta copy as soon as st came into
bis possession, furnished innumerible excuses for popping in upon hic
ncighbors at ail hours of the afternoon anzd eveang; andt a speli ta wbich
hie did nlot yield without a sîruggle cotutrained hlm to spiu out these viuits
'long after the object vhich hait motivea tem was attain.-d.

Onetlime be vent dovo ta inquire if the hiaio the original vert dark
or iight, in order ta regaiate the depîn of bis shaowva; aI another tie Wa
a question ta asic about thc cyciashes, which huit fiati entiroly off the
photograpit ; aud ho found a pietcxI for a third visit in bis deswe to obtisir
Mnir. Morniaouàn' Permission ta subuitutc a lavc fi for th icugracefl


