THE CRITIC.

RELIGIOUS.

CHURCH UF ENGLAND.

A full chorul sorvico will bo held in 8t. Luke's Cathodral on the ovening
of tho 3rd of May, by tho united choirs of tho city and Dartiouth churches,
undor the direction of Mr. IR, King Pooley, in aid of the building fund for
the new Cathedral.

Tho labors of tho Church Army in Halifux, which have been conducted
with much sobriety, uro now showing good results, On Wednosday evenin
cnrolment services took placo in St Georgo's and St. Paul's Churclies, an
about 100 wero admitted to full memborship., ‘The strong point of this
movoment is its uttachmont to the historie church.

Tho Year Book of the Church of England for the cucrent year is just
publiahed,aud dosorves a very largo circulation among chureh peoplo. Amon
other thibgs, the book shows that the church has contributed for church
purposes about .£5,000,000 sterling. Much has been givon bosides this,
patticulnrs of which can hardly be collected.

"Tho rosults of a rocont roligious cansus in Wales has shown tho nuwmeri
cal suporiority of tho Church of England in that principality, doubts of
which had been strongly assorted.

More than £30,000 storling has buen nlready subecribed for the Church
House, to bo crected iu London as a woemorial of the Queon’s Jubilee; and
£11,000 wus contributed in a fortnight for the clergy distress fund.

DAPTIST.

Thoro are 2,732,376 menmbors of Baptist churches in the United States.

The Carleton and Viétorin ¢ ounties Quarterly Moeting have withdrawn
from fellowship with the Main Street Baptist Church, Woodstock, N. BB , on
account of tho latter having umbraced the doctrine of instantuncous entire
sanctification.

Rov. F. H. Bezls hus accoptod n call to the Bapties Church at Billtown,
and will commonce work on the first Sunday of next month.

Wo rogret to learn of the death of the Rev. J A. McLean, pastor of the
Baptist Church at Hanteport, ‘The deceased was ordained at Pine Grove,
and was afterwards pastor of the Biptist Churches at Falmouth, Newport,
Bear Rivor, Parrsboro’ and Huntsport. e was a mau of considerablo abil-
ity, and took a lively intorest in everything that concorned the welfare of
tho denomination to which he belonged, His death will Lo regretted by
many in the Maritime Provinces.

METHODIST.

Rocont returns show that the greater part of the pastoral and preaching

work of the Wesleyan church in Great Britain is dono by laymon. Last
year there wore 1,970 iministers, 24,579 lay cluss-leaders, and 15,009
accredited local proachers.
. Tho new Methodist Year Book, published by the Methodist Episcopal
church in the United Statos, furnishes tho following statistics of that church:
‘Total number of ministors stationed, 11,885 ; supernuwmarios, 1,045 ; supor
annpuated, 2,050 ; travolling mivisters, 14,980 ; lucal preachors, 12,688 ; lay
mewbers in full connection, 1,717,449 ; members on probation, 209,527 ;
total, 1,926.976.

Last year thors was a uet gain of over 100,000 wewbors in the Motho-
dist Episcopal Church, (North). Including the itinerunt winisters, this
branch of Methodism in tho United States has now a wmembership of
2,000,000,

Rev. Dr. Pierce, who has for the past fifteen years occupied the position
of editor of Zion's Herald, is about to rotire on sccount of ill-health.
Under his managemont the paper has become one of the bast roligious peri-
odicals in the United States.

A vigorous effort is being made by tho Euglish Wesleyaus to establish a
West Loudon Mission. Amonyg other things it contemplatos a largo taber-
nacle similar to Mr. Spurgeon's, The lurgest cities in Eungland will be
canvassed for funds. It is said that in the interost of tho scheme the Rev.
M. Guy Pearso, one of the leading Methodist ministers in Eangland, will
visit America.

PRESBYTERIAN.

The ladies of St. Audrew’s Church will hold a fancy sale on Monday
next in the lecture room of the church.

On Tuesday evoning, tho 12th inst, the Rev. J. L. George will be
inducted into the pastorate of St. James' Church, Dartmouth,

A call from the Roxbury Presbytorian Church, Boston, has beon declined
by tho Rov. Godfrey Shoro, of %t Stephben's N. B.

Since last July tho venerable Rev. Dr. Somerville hss been ongaged in
evangelistic work in the Highlands of Scotland, and has during that time
conducted over two hundred mootings. Many of our readers will romom-
bor with pleasuro his visit to Ilalifax some years ago.

Last Sunday evoning the Rev. Dr. Burns preached in Fort Massoy
Church a forciblo sormon on the quostion of Sunday observance. Ho spoke
favorably of the Act now before the Legislature.

Dr. Horatius Bonar, with the consent of his congrogation at the Grange,
Jdinbuxgh, is about to 1etire frow active servico.

The Board of Homo Missions in connection with tho Presbytorian
church (north), received last year contributions to the amount of 8671,728.
Through tho agency of the board 140 churchea were organized, and 367
missonaries employed in homo missiou wurk.

The catalogue of Princeton Theological Seminary shows an attendance of
157 this term.

VIVISECTION.

Dear Critic,—The horrors and crueities perpettated on innocent animaly,
b{ which successivo advances have besn made in our anstomical apd
physiological knowledge, are indeed lamentablo

It becotnes a question whether tho end justifies the means in this cas,
but mankind Wol:}d be vory reluctant to give up tho benefit of the know.
lodge thus acquired by the oxperimonts of Huuter, Majondic, and thej;
followers, down to this as yet dubious inoculation of Pasteur,

Ought the cortainty of beuefit accruing to humanity to be considered
sufficient gronnd for oxperiments giving torture to animals, who aro aiter a)}
our follow creaturos.

As o mattor of *“dry right” o of justize, the answer muat be decidediy
in the nogative. Tho tiger or tho shark must cat or die, if & wman comm
across thom they will vat him. Man, however, is usually unwilling to i
made a couvonience of in this way. He would rather havo a thousang
sharks or tigers starve than ono an oaten.

Clearly then thore must bo a tariff of rights.
animal, and his right to oxistonco is paramount,

From this point (to demy which would be absurd,) facilis disconews
avernt, wo come down by casy stops to tho right of man to inconvoniencs
the * inforior” croatugos for his own spocial convenience, and cortainly &
far as ox, horso, sheup aud ass go, we practico the thoory ¢ merveille.

The question is really removed frotn tho region of right into thst of
oxpedioncy, and oxpedioncy is the roal basis of 19th century morality,

Wore the matter Eut to a consistent Christian thus —to chooss batweey
vivisection, causing the torture of animals, to save his own life, or death, be
would unhesitatingly choose tho latter.

Pile on if you will the arguments, the importanco of his life to his
family, his church, his country, his answer would be, *¢ All that is iu Gody
hande—if § cannot live without bieaking the law of kindness, let wo die,
It is the will of God, he will provido."

So too would decide a pinus Hindoo Buddhist or Mahometan, and it n
hard to say if they all would not bo right.

‘Chis may bLe called casuistry, and doubtless it is ; but whou wo are
confronted as we all are with extremes, whon wo aro to choose between the
Christian sciontist aud his faith ourc on the oue sidu, and Pasteur with all
his horrid diablerie of tortured dogs aud rabbits, you canuot help taking a
roview of things to try and ascertain tho real truth of tho matter,

Timo was when anatomy of any kind was a horror oven of the dead
subjoct. Anatowists woro drivon to horrid shifts to procure thew, Mex
are yet living who romember tho Burko and Hare atrocity, and going back
through tho ages wo find the mummy embalmers of Egypt, who ware
pricsts, polting with stones the ¢ schistes,” or parish of a man whe made
the first incision in their dead patient. .

Ho was supposcd to have violatad tho sanctity of tho human framework,
Bul bhaving thus satisfied their theorctical conscience, they proceeded to
eviscotato and de-cervellize, and otherwiso scientiicially maltreat thoir
subject for the due performance of their task.

The Egyptians and their mummies have been long wmersly objecis of
sntiquarion curiosity, but are boginning to furnish material for research in
many branches of sciontific onquiry.

It is deniod that they preserved the bodies of the dead with the ides of
their resurrection. It was rither that when tho spiritualized body of the
deceasod should visit the bLurial chambor, he might sco with what tender
caro his relatives had preserved his carthly habitation.

Their jumble of superstition and sensuality, of refinement aud barbarism,
of sensibility and cruelty, is alluded to by the poets and satirists who found
the Egyptian mythology establishing itsolf in Italy during tho early Caesars.

Thero is, after all, a jumblo not very dissimilar in this 19th century.

At tho boginning of our era all that tho intellect could attain by purely
a priori reasoning had boon attained, and no thinker believed the popular
creods in their entircty. For the mass there was a jumble to choose
botween of oriental and accidental superstitions.

Upon this stato of things tho simplo faith of the early Christiaus came
as a truly divine rovelation. Its ascelicism was not new, its olement of the
miraculous and supernstural was not new, neithor was the principle of self-
sacrifice for mankind read, to wit the Promotheus viactus of Osehylus.

But their law of kindness was now, their sclf-denial and mutual lov§.
“ Seo how these Christians love ono another.” This was tho link that
bound them to humanity, and longthoned into the chain which includod the
whole then inhabited earth as far as it was actually known.

Suceces and ease bred corruption. The concessions to Pagan customs
aud times and seasons, tho accessions on masse of the batbgrians, an
unquestioning faith and a decaying practice, the rapidly increasing power
of tho clergy as a superior class to the laity brought us the dark ages. .

The reformation, the rovival of lotters, and the iutroduction of
inductive reasoning in pisferenco to the a prior, led to questioning of old
and long established premises, and roloased the intellect from supincness
and bondage. e

Physical knowledge incroased, daring thoories based upon iusuflic ‘i
data rosc and foll, accustoming mnen to doubt. Astromowical discovery a
tho invention of printing, placed before mon a wider rango of thought.

Within tho last hundred years only havo chewistry and anatomy made
their rapid strides. Then followed goology and palceontology.

Al these brought to bear a force which groatly altored tho rolation of
tho intelloct to the simple faith of the carly Christians. And when within
» half century we have Darwin's evolution th-ory, Speacor's sociology, ang
Buckloy's attompt at a science of history, how can it bo otherwise tha tha,
a raco of men ho produced who have unco moro crected an altar to the,

sllt

Man is tho more valuabls
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