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Whilst Hig Fminence, Cardinal Taschorenun, was consecera-
ting the Ingh altar, other Archbishops and Bishops, as we
have said, were conseerating the six other altars which com-
plete tho seven specinlly conseerated altars of the Basilica.

For the benefit of thoge who are not ncquainted with the
Basilica of St. Anne, wo will hero mention that within the
main bwlding thero are but three altars, the high altar, the
altar of Our Lady of Perpotual Help, aud the altar of the
Sacred Heart. The lateral walls of the Basilien, however,
are pierced by a series of arches giving nccess cach to o
charming little chupel, of which there ure eight on each side.
The altars and decorations of these chapels have been given
by the different dioceses of the Provinees, by certain associa-
tions and by individuals, The two lirst on the epistle side
are dedicated to St. Alphonsus and St. Jonchim ; on the
gospel side, respectively to the Holy Fumily and St. Joseph.
These were the nltars selected to be consecrated to complete
the seven we have spoken of. The altur of Our Ludy of
Perpetunl Help wag consecrated by His Grace the Archbishop
of Montreal, thut of the Sucred Heart by His Lordship the
Bishop of St. Hyacinthe; that of the Ifoly Family by Iiis
Lowvdship the Bishop of Sherbrooke ; that of St. Joseph by
His Graco, the Archbishop of Ottawn; that of St. Joachim
by Hig Lordship, the Bishop of Rimouski, and that of St.
Alphonsus by His Lordship, the Bishop of Three Rivers.

Sach of these Archbishops und Bishops said a low mass at
ench altar at the conclusion of the ¢onseeration. At the high
altar, n High Mass was sung by His Lordship, the Bishop of
Chicoutimi. Nothing can exceed the splendour and appro-
priateness of all these ceremonies, nor can full justice be
rendered to the perfection of all the arrangementsand details.
The singing of the extremely difficult ecclesinstical music was
throughout admirable and was warmly admired by all those
who had the privilege of being present at one of the most
imposing ceremonies that it has ever been our Jot to witness.

The village of St. Anne was in its gala toilette.  Ever-
greens and flugs enlivened the agpecet of the streets approach-
ing the chureh aud everything bore witness to the universal
joy with which the parishioners of St. Amne’s welcomed the
holy Cardinal, Archibishops, Bishops and clergy who came to
give their beloved Basiliea n yet lugher cliim to their love
und revercnee, G. M. Wano

THE PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, O1T'AWA,
Hoesk or Coaudtess.
Ottawa,  May 21st, 18854,

To form anaden exact of the Parlinment Buildings 1 will
cannnence with a few eatracts from the * Canadinn Hand
Book.  Fiestly, et it be remembered thutthe style is Gothic
of the tnelfth and thirteenth centuries, with modifications to
sut the climate of Canada,  Ohio sandstoue is used in the
ornamental work, while the pliin surfuce is fuced with a cream
coloured sundstone of the Potsdam formation. *« The spand-
rils of the archies, and the spaces between the window-
arches, and the sills of the upper windows, are filled up with
2 quamt desenipion ot stone work, composed of stones of
wrregnlar size, shape and colour, very neatly set together."

The centre bulding, **as you approach from Wellington
sticet, presents w very imposing appearunce.  The central of
the seven towers, which is very rich in design, projects its
width from the front of the building and stands 180 feet
Iugh.  The body of the building in front is 10 feet lugh,
above which rises the slanting roofs of slate, surmounted by
Iities of ornamental iron cresting.  The building is 472 feet
long ; and the depth from the front of the main tower to the
rear of the lilbmary is 670 feot, covering an area of 82,886
superfictad feet. It stunds at a distanco of 600 feet from
Wellington street, so that the quadrangle formed on three
sides by the buildings, and on the fourth by the street, is 700
feet by 600 feet ; thusaffording a spacious square. The base-
ment floor of the buildings is ussumed to be 250 feet above
the summer level of the river, while that of the eastern and
western blocks is 185 and 142 feet respectively.”

The main entrance is through the principal tower, the
spacious arches of winch udmit of a carriage way under them.
The picrs which sapport the towers are ornamented with
pillars of polished Arnprior marblo.

‘The Chamber of the Houge of Commons, measnges 90 by
46 feet. the ceiling being over 60 feel high. and formed of
fine open work, The skylights above s intermedinte cerl
ing, with the stained glass windows at the sides, throw a
plentiful soft light over the whole place.  The room is sw
rounded by large piers of a light greyish marble from Portage-
du- Fort. surmounted, just above the galleries, by clusters of
small pillars of dark Arnprioy marble.  ‘The galleries ean ae-
commodate 1000 people.  The Reporters’ gallery is over the
Speaker's chair.  On the right of the main entranee is the
Senate Chamber, ultke in every particulur to that of the House
of Commons.  Along the corvidors, upstairs and downstairs,
in both Houses, are numerous rooing of different sizes, for
Comamttees, « lerks, Reading, Smoking, cle. ete.

The Library is situated n the vear of the building, und
connected with both Senate and Commons by corvidors. 1t
is a polvoon of siateen sides, 90 feet in dinmeter ; owtside of
the main roont ig an wsle of one story high, which 18 forwed
of a series of smll rooms, where persons desiving a few hours
of mnnterrupted sindy can secure it.  The tloors are of ex-
quisite wood-work, and those of the three angles of shelves
are of thick glass.  The statue of the Queen in the contre,
and the busts of eminent men all around, add greatly to its
attmetions,  Over each of the aleoves are the arms of the
different Provinces of Canada.  The Library contains at
present over 13,000 volumes.  Along the corridors leading to
the Senate or Commons, are pictures of great value, repre-
senting former governors, spenkers and statesmen.  But these
details we shall enter into Inter on.

A commentator once said that « the clegance of the build-
ings will ennble the capitol of Canada to compare fuvourably
with auy in the world.”

Messrs. Muller and Jones were the arcintects, and Mr,
Thomas McGreevy the contractor for the Parhnment Building
Messrs. Stent and Lawer were the avchiteets, and Messrs.
Jones, Hayeack & Co., the contractors for the Depurtwental
Building. My, Charles Garth carvied out the heating and
ventilation system.

As far as the two blocks, eastern and western are concerned,
I will speak of them latter on; also will I refer to the rew
Depurtimental Block on Wellington street, that faces the
castern part of the quadrangle. For the prescnt we must
confine our remarks to the central building.  Having in the
above extrnets some of the dimensions and proportions, as
well as a general idea of the appearance of the central strue-
ture, we can proceed to gtudy its details move cavefully.
When the size of 1 building, its general aspect, its composi-
tion. and its peculiarities are given, we have only commenced
to study it—provided it be a national edifice and one worthy
of contemplation.  From the carved squirrel eracking a butter-
mt, to the stained glass image of Canade ubove ug, from the
sandstone beaver knawing a birch tree, to the magniticent
statue of Victoria, or the grand painting of Dufferin, from
the Speaker's e on the Commous® table, to the card like
designs of the Princess Louise on the walls of the Senate,
every object unfolds history that becomes part and parcel of
the records, the annals, the archives of the country. Itis
then with a view of understanding the details of this structure,
as they are intended to be understood, that 1 have thought
proper to take note as 1 move along the silent and almost. de
serted passages, and to give to those who have not the oppor-
tunity of reflecting upon these things, a few exact ideas on
the subject.  Some may think it is time lost ; some may im-
agine that the public knows «ll about these buildings ; but 1
Leg to differ. It is ustounding how very few, even in Ottawa,
thoroughly know them. They may pass through them daily,
but they never stop to reflect, and much less to enquire the
why and the wherefore of cach detuil.  Atany rate, the work
amuses me and it hurts no person, so then away I go to the
land of dreams, to study, by myself, a history written in stone.

J. K. I

The more perfect the sight is, the more delightful the
beautiful object. The more perfect the appetite, the sweeter
the food. ‘Che more musical the ear, the more pleasant the
melody. The more perfect the soul, the more joyous the joys
of heaven, and the more glorious to us that glory.



