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tho French sent down amongst thom seven
fire slups, whicir would have inflicted much
damage, materially obstructed oporations,
and might have led to thoe raising of the
siege but for the cowardico or folly of tho
officers in command, who abandoned them
befofo thay got.woll undor fire, first firing
tho trains, which were connccted with the
artillery, with which each vessel was armed,
and, as this produced a random bombard-
wmont, it alzo gave notice of what was intend-
ed, thus enabling the English sailors to fow
themall aground, where they burned to tho
water's edge without doing any damago to
tho fleat. On tho 20th, the British under
Brigadier Gonoral Monckton occupied oint
Levis for the purposc Walﬁng forward
the works nccessary open fire on the
city, and at the same time tho west

oint of the Island of Orloans was occupied

y Colonel Carloton for asimilar purpose.

The works being in & stato of forwardness
the army crossed the North Channel, and
encamped near tho enomy’s loft, the river
Montmorenci boing between them Mont.
calm, aware that the nioment tho battories
on Point levis wero completed, the works
of defenceo by which the right of his army
was covered, including the city, would suffor
considerable damage, and might probably
be rendered untenable, or so thoroughly
disabled as to afford a chancs for an offective
wdgment beirg made thereon, vesolved to
rotard, and, if possible, prevent their com-
pletion. In accordance with this resolution
he detached Dumas with 1,500 men on the
night of the 12th of July; thoy landed at
the mouth of the Chaudiercand prepared to
march >n tho batteries, some of them hav-
ing alrexdy opened fire. In the dar’ 1ess
ono column of his troops mistook the other
for the enemy and fired upon them, the fire
was returned, and the whole body rotreated
in confusion. The subsequent bombard.
mententi:g? destroyed the Lower ‘Town,
and redu the buildin%.;x in the ﬁppe.ﬁ,
Town to heaps of ruins, obligitipthe citizer
to seck safety in flight. Mesnwhite as the
habitans declined to accept the terms pro-
{:oscd in the manifesto, and as they stub-

ornly adhered to their allegiance, defend-
mg their homesteads against the invaders,
parties of Rangers iwere detached to scour
the country and lay it waste with fire and
sword; a mission which those unscrupulous
savages fulfilled to the uttermost, destroying
the plantations from Malbair on the North,
and Reviero du Loup on the South Shore to
Queabec.

An cpisode in this miscrable warfare de-
serves notice. Capeaain Richard Mont.
gomery, with a detachmens of thrce hun-
dred men, having beea sent to enfore neu-
trality at St. Joachim, the people remain-
ing in that village stood on their defence,
headed by their Cure, the Revd. M. de Port-
neuf; after & smart and sanguinary action
they werc defeated, the gallant priest, like
a true soldier of tho church mlitant, fell
bravely sword in hand, in defence of the
flock he ministered to; the village was
burned and the survivors put to the sword
in cold blood. ‘The officer commanding the
detachment charged with this butchery was
General Montgomery, who fell leading an
attack of the revolted subjects of the King
he served so well, on thecity of Quebee on
the night, of Deccmber the 31st, 1775, and
there can be no doubt but his conduct at
St. Joachira had anatural effect on tho stern
resistance offered to his attack on the latter
occasion by thoe compatriots of the people so
foully outraged. During tho progress of tho
bombardment the vigilance of Wolfe wms

excessive. every point from tho Montmo-

renci to Capo Rougo was cavofully and min-
utely roconnoitored, in the hopo that somo
unguarded point might bo found on which to
Iand, and forco his opponent to place che
fato of the city on tho result of a gens.
ralaction, but all in_vain, no such advan-
tago was avalable. On thonight of the 18th
of July tho Sutherland and Sauirrcl, frigates,
with scveral sloops, succeeded in pnssing
tho city uninjured by the guus, thus cuttiag
off the comsmunication by water with Mon-
treal, and inflicting 4 sovers blow on Mont.
calm’s troops. At the same time Brigadier
General Carleton landed with a body of
troops at Point aux Trombles for the pur-
posé of destroying magazines and capturing
risoners for intelligenco; in tho first ob-
Ject thoy wore unsuccessi)ul, for the ronson
there wero no magazines to capture, in
tho latter, more successful, but it was
found impossible to march a suflicient
body of troops through the woods to as-
sail tho rear of Montcalm’'s position. As
any attempt on the right or centre of the
French lines was imppssible, Wolfe de-
termined to cross tho Montmorenci in force
and endeavor t> turn their left, whilo a
powerful diversion was attempted in its
tront. As the depthof water on the mud
flat or batteries extending from the St.
Charles to the Montmorenct was too small
to admit of vessels of any draft of water ap-
proaching sufficiently near to cover the land-
ing of troops, two transports of light draft
were armed and prepared to take the
ground easily on the fall of the tide to cover
the disombarkation and annoy the entrench-
ments with their fire.  While those arrange
mients were in course of preparation Mont-
calm made a second attempt to burn the!
Eaglish fleet, by seadingdown, on the night !
of the 28th of July, n formidable fire raft,
comgyosed of L<hooners, barges and other
vessels chained together, measuring six
hundred feet in length and loaded with
g%\&,‘shel}s, swivels, and guny loadedt
uzzle with every descriptionof com-
bustible, but it was at once towed ashore
by the fearless sailors.

Tho Montmorenc.: river is one succession
of cascades from its source in the Lac des
Neiges till its final jumv from a height of
two hundred and fifty feet into the St. Law-
rence; and, as the French had jealously
grarded all passable fords above, it only
remained to «coss at its mouth where it
was fordable at low water. ‘The English
camp occupied by the brigades of Gene-
rals Townshend and Murray, commanded
the Froach lines, but at too great a distance
for effective artillery fire ; it was at length
determined to try the eftbct of an attack on
their extreme left. Having mounted his
batteries on the left bank of the Montmeo-
renci, with sixty peices of artillery, and
placing the transports already noticed, a
little above the mouth of the Montmorenci,
each armed with fourtecen guns, the Cen
lurign, Anson’s famous ship, then armed
with {%fty guns, was placed in the mouth of
the river to protect the ford and silence the
guns'of the French battery on the extreme
feft; there was thus over one hundred
pieces of artillery ready to support the at-
tack designed to force the I'nies.  The trans-
ports commanded the road leading to Cour-
ville, opposite and leading to the heights
occupied by the French rescrve, and also
covered the upper end of the ford; from
the Beauﬁort. heights the ground decends
towards the St. 1< wrence, in tersaces on the
lowar of which, between the Courville road
and the Montmorenci river, & strong Re-
doubt had been constructed. Woife's first

iden appears to have been directed to the
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captura of this work as tho necessary step
town=ds an attack on the covermg hnes

but being on board the first armed transpoit
which ran forthest i beforo takimg groumi,
ho beecame aware of the fuct that 1t was cum

manded by thoe works in the rear, mid this
circumstance caused ‘a reortain degree of
hesitation in tho after movembonts, Which
operated hie wily nganst their success. Ealy
in the forenoon of the 3ist of July, the
armed transports mitended for the attack
worp moored in thew stations under a heavy
firo from tho French batteries, to which the
English artillery rophied with crushing efte.t.
The Centurion, algo anchoea in hey appomt.
& positition, whilo the boats of thd flect
filled with Grenadiers and & part of Monch

ton’s brigade, moved from Poinit Levis m
timo to take advantage of tho low tide to
land in concert with Townshend’s and Mur
ray's brigade. About I p. m., the lattu
brigades moved from their encampnient at
I’Auge Garhiex, whila a detachment
marched up the left bank of tho Montmo-
renci about threo nules, for the purpose ol
crossins tho stream and assailing the reas of
the left of the French lines. All the
arrangements wore admirably made m
porfect order, but the boata delayed tll
tho turn of tho tido grounded on the ledges
off the mouth ot the Moutmorenci, by which
much valuable time was lost. At length a
landing was eftected by 1,200 grenadiers,
but Monckton's detachment was s.illat a dis-
tance. a_ dTownshend had not offected a junc
tion, Ins advance bemg arrested by Wolfe ~
orders, till thoe Grenadiers would be veady
to Iand Meantime the column detached

. for the attack of the loft vear of the French

hne, were defeated by Mons. de Repentymn,
with some loss, and its retreat enabled him
to sen the reinforcements he had receives
in the morning, to the point now threatened.
The Grenadiers were ordered to be formed
in four ~olumns of attack hmmediately on
landing, ta bo suppdited by Monckton s
trooy'~ and "Townshend's command, but nut
to move forward till the latter had crossed
the ford. Instead of oboymg those order-,
they had no sooner touched ground than
they rushed towards the Redoubt m the
utmost disorder. The French abandoned
this work on their rpproach and fell huck
on the shelter of their lines, on which
the British still advanced, and were allowed
to close within a few yards distance when
they were raceived with a deadly fire, winch
at once checked their impetuosity, and,
finally after consic crable loss, obliged them
to fall back behina the Redoubt {orshelter:
hiere thoy remaintd for some time unable
to reform, from ‘he severe fire directed
against them, they tinally retreated and
formed in rear of Monckton aad Towns
hend's troops, which had formed a junction
on the beach. .

A sovere thunderstorm suspended opers
tions, and it was deemed advisable not to
risk a s wond vepulse, as the retreat of
Townshend s corps weuld be cut ofl” by the
rising tide and darkness, the troops were
accordingly withdrawn, after a loss of dju
in kill_d and wounded, many of the latter
were lely on the feld— the ermed transporis
were harned. This attack was miule at the
only pacticable point in the whole o
the French lines. ‘The chiel enlise of
failuro was the small detachment <ent
against the left rear, and Wolfa's uncer
tainty, after discovering that the French
Redoubt was useless as a point of advantage
The repalso of the Grenadiers was a mere
bagatelle, which could easily be retrie: e
and doubtless would have been if the Gene
ral’s caution was not more than a match for




