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in the person of the Govornor General) can,

of her own free.will und without any causo
being given, dismiss in the most summary
manner any officer sha chooses, UF cowrso
I know that this ¢ be doune without any
recourdo ngtinst ILM. by (he dJdismissed.
The only vecourse apen to the dismissod 1s
by his representauve n the Commons of
Canzuliin this instance, nud by one distaiss
od from the Regular Army the [fouso of
Conmuuons of Eugland,

For what otfences can 11 M. summanily dis- |

nuss ono oflicer in the nrmy or volunteers
of Canadn 2 For, i fuct. not very fow, and
they are laid down ditmetly n tho Quoen's
Regulatwms, and the Matiny Act and Arti

clesof War.  I'hay may bo cishiorad, ve-
duced in rank, an U antlar other ponalties ;
Lut to summarily dismiss an officer because
lie look, aven & vary acave part in an olec
tion contest, is gomothing so very extraosd:

nary, and withont preceden?, that it nught,
if persisted in in many cases, lead Lo extra
vidiaary rerults, Ty nght load, mmdd 1
dou't say it oueit, to tionblo to thosy
assuming tho rospoustinhity,

Now for my own ideas un tus sulsjoct of
officors taking partin elections of any so:t ;
when I say ofticors ! mean, of courso, those
in roceipt of full pny

I hold that it is not right, moially right,
for officers of the Forew, to take gy pait in
an election contest, even [ g0 so fur as to
say they ought not to voto. For this reason
I say it ; because they might bo called out to
put down a riot ; and if they had taken
part in that struggle of parties, and then
had to put down a riot emanating from
what they, by their very vote even, had
taken part in (the contest of polilical par-
ties) before called on in their military ca.

pacily, only seo what a hard course would |,

be theirs if & man, opposed to them in tho
election, was killed by the fire of the party
they held military commanad in. Of courso
I know it is hard for a man, feeling atrong
about politics, to stand idly by, and seo his
opponents win porhaps, when, it might be,
ho hus much influenco in his hand for his
party ; you I know my course would be
plain to me, either I must give up my com-
mission or refrain my hand.

I wish the present Government would put
theic foot down on this political trickery and
favoritism i.. thie Volunteer Force ; refuss to
briog in outsiders and puf them in the staff
positions ; and pick out those whose hearts
are in the service and aro fit for the staffby
hoowledgo, cxperience, and good manners,
Let those secking staff appeintments first
show their fitness for the post by spending
their time and moncy on trying 1o benefit it
by improving it with their knowledgo and
experience. What gool does it do the
Force, even have they thoe experience of ol
soldiers, Lringing in oflicersictired from the
Regulars? None, s, none at all. It bLat
disgusts the uld soldiers already m tho Farpe
who havo spent thiejr time and monoy in
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bringing it us furasit ns got at preseat.,

1 know tho feclings of the men, even, on
this point,is with me. I kuow what the Non.
Comumissioned oflicors and privates think ;
ayo and sny oo, Rat L must apologize for
the length of my letter tho' I could dis.
courso muzh more vn this suly=el,

Yows truly
OLo Souuti.

To the Lddor of the Vouustine Ruvigw,
Dran Sii- Louould suggest to my brotlor
ofticers of the Active Foico thu great Leno
fit it woulld be to themselves, as woll ns
also to the Non-Commissioned Oflicers who
may bo aspiring o the Commis«ioned
Ranl, if some one would publish, say every
threo yoars, an cdition in book form of 1l
General Opders that affect the Forco at the
vresent time from the your 1560 or 1862, 1t
would, [ think, py well as a speeul.iion
aven, and [ have not the slightest doubt it
would bo a g~ boon to most of us, More~
cver, [ think the Government should tnko
the matter wm hawl, and oither work out
thenmiselves or appoint somo special clerk, or
even some ufficer of the foreo to compile it.
At the prasent timo nono but Cainadian offi -
cers reccive tho printed sheets containing
the Gazattes, ! don't think thoe book would
bo very Lulky as 1 would not enter any Gen-
eral Ocders but those actually in faree up to
tho momant of going to press; and ihero

aro may cancolled orders that would not
bo entered at all.  As it is Company Officers
have no such Look for veference to in cases
of doubt us to how they shall act, whereasif
such a book as I suggest were pinted they
could simply turn up the General Order on
the suvject if it wera not contained in the
Rules and Regulations for the Militia issued
'by the Department.

Truly yours,

OLp SoLbien.

There is o dead lock in the Newfound-
land Legislature.  Very little business has
been done since tho meeting of tho House,
and another general election seems to bo
the only solution of the difficulty.

The members of the Governor Geteral's
FootGuards and their band are making pre*
paration for a grand concert to take plucein
the Rink Music [1all at the opening of Iar-
liament.

New York, 13th.—The organization of
the new Reformed Episcopal Church was
comploted by the acceptance by Dishop
Cummins of the rectorship.

Thera has also been a new Ruformed
Episcopal Church organized in the City of
Ottawa; by the Rev. Mason Gallagher, D.D.
They worship for the present in. the Court
ifouse. .

The Loudon Tunes publishes « laadaiury
obituary article on the Iate Chailes Sunoer.
Reforring fo tle dispute hetween England
and tho Lumted States; tho Jimes says:—,
“Sumoer was Lot wule o judge us dispis-
lonately, and we possitly lave not uuder-
stood all the influences which made him
apparently unjuat. It is better to forget
those dutferences, and remember the strong
junpulses for govdwluch tust drew bun from
pavate Lfa v vopa e that meat hational
vrong, slswvery, and \vhig:h_ in spitoqf his
wmany woaknesse remitinedl hig guiding prin«
oipla ovop lo the ewl,” . .
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REVERSES IN TIHE ASHANTEE

COUNTRY.

‘Tho reverso to the Britiah Troops in the
Ashauteo country is not the first that has
occurred thero, through undorrating tho
numbers, prowess. nud detormination of
the onemy. [u 1824, Jan. 2], tho Ashautces
defeatod nbout 1,000 British troops, under
Sir Charles McCarthy, at a place called
Acera,  Aud tha defleat wag o pratly serious
one, tho majority of tho men, including Siv
Charles himscll, being slain by overpowor-
ing numbers.  But they did unut fall bofure
dealing out terrible death among tho war
likko blacks, [eats of almest unhoard of
valor were porformed, which the enomy
wero so impressed with, that they cut up
tho hoeart of Sir Charles McCarthy and
divided it among tho chiefs, each eatings
picco in order that it might make him has
bravo as the fallon man had proved himsolf
to be. 1lis skull was taken and carofully
prepared us a drinking cup for the Kng,
and has since beon jareserved among the
royal treasurors with religious care. Pre
vious to a recent engagoment, poor Mc.
Curthy’s skall was pressed into servico and
a pledge given to the court by the King,
from tho brim of it, to servo tho Englishin
1874 a8 their ancestors had fifty yenrs pro-
viously. But, theugh the defeat of 1824
was a serious one, 1t was avenged in 1826 by
an exj-edition under Col. Purdon, who tot.
ally doteatedd them August 27th of that year,
and made the biack skins sue for peace. A
minor war areso in 1563 at the instanceof
the Governor ol Capo Coast Castle, which
continued in a desultory fashion for about a
year, when; after much suffering on tho
part ol our troops, the war was discontinued
at tho instances of the lome Gavernment.
Tho recent losses undes Sir Garnet Wolseloy
do not appear to have crippled him to any
groat extent, for though three hundrod
troops were killed, including somo valuablo
ofticers, tho Ashantees were driven off with
groat loss. Meanwhile, tho English held
their ground, nnd were waiting for reinforco*
mentswhich wero on their way up, anat:
tack on Commassio being determined upon
for the 4th of February. Of course, the
English troops fighting under a blazing sun
andyin a bush country, are under much dis*
advantage, as the use of artillery is alimost
impossitle to them. Yet it nced not be
doubted thut the gallant band., that does
not number one to a4 hundred of the enemy.
will give a good account of themselves, and
make Sambo sue for quarter, and give in*
demnity for lossses incurred.

Later intelligence supports the above
view, and gives assurance that tho troops
did alt that was expected of them. The
Kinghas skulked out of Coomassie, whiclt
was taken, and Wolseley may have tho gratf-
fication of bringing back the skull of Sir
Cnarles McCarthy.

The city of Portsmonth iwill give a public
banquet to the troops returning from the
Ashanteo cxpedition:

Tho Governor of Bilbo . has informed Ma:-
shal Serrano that he hasreceived provisions
suflicient {0 'last until Apnli, and that he
will conyynue to vigorously defend the city,

tho Carlists, report that their forces have
entored Juan, and havo begun operations
against Olot.’

Hal‘penny, who has been missing sinco the
carly part of the winter, and of whom go
much has been said, was found :a the water
at tho hoead of theslide, by some of Mr, Bron-
son’s men, who ware engeged in taking out

logs, ‘Tho bo%y wag greately dlsfigured, byt
was ve;@q!ge ) )



