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tained visitors, and visited tho sick. Through it all sho kept a
amilo for *¢ John,”

Un a certain Monday morning Bobby Tod rushed 1n to s
mother in » great stato of excitemncut, ‘* Mother, tho * ministor's
wife’ is dead.”

* Nonsence, bov ; you are daft.”

¢ It is true,” cried Bobby, sturdily, ** I met tho doctor just now
wiping his oyos.”

Mra. Tod hastily throew on her cloak and rusbed down to sce
what was wrong. It wasall too truo. According to Iazzte, ** the
girl,” ¢*the micister’s wifo” had been ironing ¢2e Communion
linen (aho always did it herzolf) when she said suddenly, * Ub,
Lezxie, 1 foel so faint ; sho had eat down by the open window, and
reated her head on tho mil.  After a hittle whilo Lazzio spoko to her
twice, but got no anawor. Then sho called tho minuter, —** but,
—" Lizzio bagan to aob, and thero was no need to say any moro,
The * ministers wifo”” had gono away very quietly.

There was great lamentation amongst the people. Hard, cen.
sorious, and ill-to-please as they were, the littlo woman, urcawares,
had crept into their hesrts. And it was too Iate to let her know
that now. Mrs. Graham was sorry sho had over mentioned the
ailk dress and the French bonnet, and Mrs. Tod cried when sho
remembered how bittorly sho had talked about the preserving pan,
As for Mrs. MoTadger, she bo'dly acknowledgod that they had all
been very bard on the ¢ poor, young thing.”

The manse dining room wanted cleaniog, there was a meeting of
tho Dorcas Bociety at three o'clock, and another of the Missionary
Assaciation in the evening; there was an urgent sick visit to be
paid on the other aide of the ** Kuock,” and the Rev. Mr. McShane
(s most particular man) was coming tv stay for a fow days; but
s the minister’s wifo " showed no coucern about these matters;
time was flying, yet she still lay very quiet, with a smile on herlips.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGS.
First Day—The Conferenco at Jernsalem. Actsxv, I 21,
Second Day—The decieion of the Conference. Acts xv. 22.35,
Third Day—I1"aul’s words abont the Conforence. Gal. ii. 1.10.
Fourth Day—Neither circumcision, nor uncircumcision ; bat
faith. Gal v. 1.26.
Fitth Day—The now birth alone availe. Gal, vi. 1.18,
Sixth Day—** Tho circumoieion made without bands.” Col. ii.
1.23.
Prayxn Meerino Toric, May 23, PEACE ~WHEN TO SEKK 1T, AND
now.—Gen, X+ii, 5-18.

PEACE.

Veace fotfor t Jonoe, v thnedath werld v un,
The Rlwul e Jraus wlinjetn jeasewitian.

1"cae perrfoet Jencx, by thempnng dutios prewsl,
To Ao the will of Jreits. this 14 prat. !

Peace jutfe t juare, with sormow sunaing round,
On Jesus 13w s netsght 1ut calog de founel,

Pearc jerfoct peacr, with Iened etica (a7 avay
1n Jesus Kevpaig we ate safc ard they.

PEACE IN TROUBLE,

A ship's compass is o adjusted as to keep its lovel amidst all
tho heavings of tho sea. Though forming part cf » stracturo that
feels avery motion of the reatless waves, it has an arzangement of
118 own that keops it always in place, and in working order. Look
&% it when yon wlll, it is pointing—trembling, parbaps, but traly
to the pole. So each zoul in thisa life needs an adjustmens of its
own, that amid the fluctustions of the ** earthen vesscl,” it may be
kopt ever in a pocition 10 feel the power ol its great attraction in
the skica,

THE PEACE OF GOD.

Oar Saviour the avening beforo His doath took leave of Hia
disciples with Words ol Pexc~. * TPosce I loavoe with you,
My peace 1 give unto you. nnw as the world giveth, give I
unto you.” Aszd, now, on the Srat occasivn after His resar-
reotion of mosting thoes {ow devoted ones who had arsembled in
His name, Ho spoke the same words of love and tenderncse.
**Jesus stood in tho midst and said uoto them Poaco be unto you.”
Peace, *the poacs of God.” Those who know what it is will
aoknowledge that no ricker legacy, no moro procioas gift conld be
givon to Lis people. 1oro is 1hat saticlying thing which man
otaves for,—that which in some way or other, 10 a groater or less
extent, men are over atriving to attain. Amid the sorrows of life,
amid the oares and anxiclies and troubles, which sooner or Iater
{alls t0 the 1o of all, in the midat of oor sorrow for sip, even in
the procpech of death itsell and in the darkness of the tomb, if we
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have only the poace of Christ rosting upon us, wo havo that which
will support ue in the darkess hour, and caueo ua to bo glad evon
in the midst of tears. For lot 1t bs noted that this pesace is nod
an eartbly possession; it is nothing whioch the world oan give, oc
of which it can rob us.

Tho disoiplos had loft all they owned to follow Christ, and they
were now planged in griof and tronble, not only from tho remoem-
beranco of past sorrows, but from the antioipatiens of fature triale
) ot thoy wero mado partakers of the peace of God. It iaa gift of
which Ho only is the author and giver.

WHAT I8 I1T?

By ** poace "' is meant that quictness of conscionce which urisos
from a humble trust in tho forgivoness of our sins. And farther
thero 18 not only the pence of forgiveness, but aleo the peace of hope.

Thoro is a death for cach of us to pass through, a judgmont to
f1ce, and an oternity to endure. How aro we to meset those great
facts; ** Though I walk through tho valley of the shadow of death I
will foar no evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod and thy staff hall
comfort me.”” Thou ars with me now ; not merely shall be with
mo at tho hoar of death. Thow art with mo now, my Guide, my
my Saviour, and my Friond. * I koow inwhom I have belioved.”
I kaow and trust Thee now, and I will srust Thee then, Now
Lord what ia my hope? Traly my hope is oven in Thee. ¢ My
bsloved is mine and I am His,” and I can rejoioe in hope of the
Glory of God.

Thus peaco in its falness is that calm and quiet state of the
heart and mind which springs out of faith and trast in God;
which arises from a senso of our being reconciled to God through
Jeeus Christ, It isthat heavenly ropoue which the saul enjoys,
when it has thrown itself unreservedly upon the meroy of God, haa
placed its entire trust in Him, and feela that haviog turned to
Him as the only source of joy and peace, thero ia now no
condemupation for past sins. The Lord gives unto His people
tho blessing of peace. Ho gives them that inward peace with Him-
sell, which ia the very life of the soul ; and that ontward peacs one
with another which is the true bond of Christian fellowship,
together with a sense of security in all outward dangers and
adversitiea which ensarea to them s foretaste of the bliss and rest
which remaina anto the reople of God.

This pos.. ~{ God, Jesus has bequeathed aaa heritage to His
peoplo. Although He has left the world auvd returned to the
Father. Ho has not forsaken uas. Heo still dwells with His peopls
and in them by Hus spirit, and sheds abroad His own divine giftin
tho hearts of all who are truly faithfal. He Himself first pro
claimod the blessivg. Ho came, as Si. Paul writes, Eph. ii.,
and preached peace to them which were afar off and to them thas
were nigh, to Gentile and Jow alike. The very essence of His
Gospal is tho word of God sent unto the chbildren of Israel
preaching peace by Jesus Christ, The same glad messsge is now
ontrasted to those who, as ambassadors for Him, are appoiated fo
presch the Gospel, the good tidings of good, tho peace and ealvation,
foretold centuriea before by Isaisb. **How beautifal on the
moantains are tho feet of him that bringeth good $idings, that
publisbeth pesve; that bringeth good tidioge; that publisheth
salvation.”

HOW TO ODTAIN IT.

How then is tho blessing to bo obtained by cach ! In what way,
or upon what terms or conditions, may a man be sure of the poace
of God? Obscrve what the Lord did on this occasion, ** Hoshowed
them His hands and His side,” and it is added ¢ Then wero the
disciples glad when they saw the Lord.” Ho had said to them
beforo being taken from them, *I will sco you again and your
Learts shall rejoice.” 8o it is with us now, Christ directs us to
Himsclf, He points us to tho atripes which He eadured for our
sake, 1o points to that Fountain opened in His side for sin and
uncloanucss, in order that by faith and trust in Him as the Lamb of
Sod alain for our sake, we may be mado partakers of poace. Tho
disciples saw the Lord in the room before e showed thom the
priot of the oails—yet it is not said that they wero glad, or realized
the happiness of their condition, until they had looked on the
marks of the crucifixion. \We too in some sort, may have socn
Clirist, wo may havo road and thought of Him, loved and prayed
to im ; yet wo shalt not be glad like the disciples with trne
Christian rejoicing, or be at peace, until wo have looked upon
Christ, as the Cracified One, the Son of God, whom our sios have
picrcod, who iied that wo might bo forgizen. Wo aball not have
peace untsl wo have embraced Him as onr Savioor, and cling to him
with a living faith, and have given oursclves up to follow Him in
all Holy obodicnce. \We have bren redesmed by His procious
blood. That is the ransom paid for us, the source of life and pence,
the only ground of our salvation. Through faith in that blood we
aro roconciled 1o God and assured of his favor. 1f wo desiro to
havo poace with God throngh Josus Christ wo must have this living




