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* 1 s10uLp very much like to bo disturbed 1" he
said § and thenhe walked to the firoand deponted
the cat on the hoarth ruy, where she curled herself
up, and ecemed quite at home.

;:’Coma and see how comflortable sho looks 1" he
1ld,

Kitty, who had stood at the open door, wishing
to run away, but without the necessary courage,
advanced a few sleps into the room, and peered
uncomlonably over the top of the tavle

“ Hut | am alrald she won't speak to me,” said
Waterhouse with pathos in hi- 1oae, looking at the
cat peflectively, and shaking his head.

Do you want somebody to speak 107" asked
Kitty, o new idea having entered her head, which
inspired her to this bold utterance, and even to a
glance up into thelodger'a face,

“Of courso | do,' ald Waterhouse, arcesting
the little malden’s cyes with his kindly grey once;
“ wonld not you if you wers shut ur by yourself all
day ]3ng. and had no mother or slaters to tatk to

U/

What Kitty would have replied out of the fulness
of her cumpassionate heart cannot be told, for she
heard the dining-room door open, and tho sound
recalled her to a sense of her position,

* Oh, 1 think [ must go; I think they want me,”
she stammered hastily, and fled, closing the door
gently behind her.  For the rest of the day
Waterhouse was left to lus own meditations,
which were enlivened by the aocunds of cleargirlish
volces singing hymnsand scraps (rom the oratorios
down-siairs.

His namo was entirely omitted from the family

talk that day, but their remarks would not have
been checring to him had he heard them, for Sarah
had been seen that afiernoon for the first time
foing out In the scalskin jacket, much too small
ot her, and tied across her broad shoulders with
tibbans, and It was not considered a mark of good
taste on the pentleman’s part that he should have
given 1t 1o tho servant, not to speak of the really
ctiminal extravagance the act implicd. Dut one
little voice was heard [n defenco of the lodger.
Kutty spoke out quite boldly,and said she was sure
he did not meanit, and that he had the nicest face
for u man that she fiad evef seen. Ibut of course she
only got laughed at, being pressed to explaln what
Lothair did not mean, and rallied on her Impres-
sionable little heart.

Not meny days after this dreary Sunday there
came achange in the lodger's outlook, which seemed
to promise better things for him. One day Sarah
had, ss,usual, catried up the fiest course-of his
dinner at seven o'clock. [t consisted of a sole fried
to tho perfect shade of brown by Graco’s acute

mind and nimble fingers, for the cooking ‘of which.

Sarah received a compliment.which, in accordance
with instructions, she did vot disclaim. She came
c{iown agan to the kitchen: with' dismay In-her
are
There. Miss Grace, of I haven't forgot .to :tell

you a«bout the sugar] We haven't a ha'porth’

in the house, and Aim with 2 tart for his pud-
ding,” )

Sarah always called \Waterhouse by the mascy
line pronoun” simply, and ‘Grace contended that
there was no reason why the seevant shovld not
use & nickname as well as her mistress, especially
since it was terse and euphonious.

“ You unlucky creature I said Grace," and 1 have
nothing clae to send up, and this thubarb is sour.
ness itsell. Never mind ; take up the cutlet, and

ask Airs to excuse you, and then fly like the wind time

to the grocer's. [ would have asked Miss Kuty to
0, but it is too cold for her, and you will be back
ong before hic can be ready for the tact.”

Hut Orace’s calculations were destined to be
upset by an unforscen occurrence; almast as s00n
as Sarah was gone, Mr, Waterthouse rang his bell.
‘There was nothing for it but for Grace to nnswer
. Shoturned down her sleevas, and smoothed
her hair, and indulged in a little grimace at her
own expense. Then she went up and opencd the
door. When \Vaterhouse saw who it was, berose,
and was a little awkward in npoloiising. But the
apology Grace acatcely heard, for her ¢heeks were
burning with shame and indignation. A moment
had sufficed to reveal to her that Sarah had been
taking advantage of her mustress's back to. neglect
the lodger's comlort quite shamefully. There was
an unswept hearth ; the curtaing were not drawn
over the windows ; there was an untidy cheerless
air about the room. The tablecloth was spread
over only a portion of the table—the remaining
portion being hittered with books and papers. 1t
was obvious at the first glance thas Waterhouse
had not summoned atteation without justification;
for ho sat forkless and spoonless befote the already
<old cutlet. Graca planced round for the plate
blasket ; it was not 1n the room, bet had been
placed outside the door, as f the object- were to
remove it just beyond its sphere of usefulness,
Grace, alter supplying the diner’s needs, drew the
curtaing and put a rectifying touch here and there,
Her face did not invite remark, and-Waterhoute
advanced none, but watched her slyly, with much
interest. efore she left the room, she asked, in
a stern tone as though Waterhouse were himsell
the culprit— -

 |s this a gpecimen of the sort of way Sarah has
been attending to you ?"'

“ This » specimen?  Why, [ don't nee much the
matter, These little things don't make any duffer:
ence to me.”

* They malke a great deal to me  Sarah has
disgraced us.”*

“ Oh, come ] that's too sirong  She's a willing
sort of soul, but you should take into considera tion
that she has not a good head-piece.”

But Waterhoute's intervention on her behalf had
no eifect 1n moderating Grace's feclings towards
Sarah, and that unfortunate individual was met on
her retutn by a reception which reduced her toa
condition of tearful depression calculated to last
sowe days.” Grace only made one remark to her

“ Sarah, 1 am sorry to say you have dirgtaced us,
and destroyed my reapect for you. ‘You have not
done your work for Mr. Waterhouse as you would
have done had you thought I should see it.”

Sarah, not heing pert by nature, made no reply,
Lut at once burst into tears. Sho was conacious [n
her heart that Grace’s speech was unjust, but she
<ould not probably have bit ot tho reason why, and
had she done 30 would not have been willing to con:

fess 1ty sinco the most stupid peoplo Jike as litile as

their betters to exchinge an accuaation of wicked.
ness for ons of Incapacity. The fact waz she did
not deliberately do worse out of hermistresses’ ken
but her feeble shiftless nature required llrlnr,lniz up
with the animating consclousness of overslght.
She had begun by paying litcat attention to the
lodger and his comforts, having a great Idea of the
pro%ablo extent of his requltingness j and fecling
considerablo gratitude for favours to come. But in
the course of a few days she perccived with much
peraplracity that her attentions were very linle
noticed by the lodger, and that ahe could neglect
with impunity. After this discovery the downward
course wa naturally raphd,  Grace said no more,
but neither Jid sha relent, She went about nlenl{{'.
with 8 very etern face and & peculler kind of etalk
which her family regarded as indicating tempef,
Jut what had happened war not srade publig till
the next day.  During the aflernoon Heeter tame
apon Grace sitting alone in the diningroom.
Grace had apparently recovered hier temper, fur
she was Jaughing over a book slio bold in her hard,
Hester camea np behind her, and looked over her
shoulder.

"+ The Complete Housemaid !’ ehe excludmed.
" You freakish creature, where did you get hold of
that, and what amusement can you find in ft 2"

It belongs to Sarah, and it fs an absurd book.
I can do better out of my own head,” and Grace
threw down the book.

*\What can you do Dbetter out of your own
head 2"

“\Valt at table.”

“\What do you mean?"

*Thatl am golng to be Hebe to our Jove up-
stalrs.”

“Came, Geace, ve terfous for once,”

“If I am to bo scrious 1 will say that Sarah has
disgraced us, and that Mr. Waterhouse's contfort
hae been shamefully neglected, and that | am going
to wait upon him myself in futute.”

Hester was so pafnlully shocked that for a time
she could not speak. She came forwatd slowly aud
st00d on the hearthrug befare Grace, but without
luoking at her. _

“ 1t 13 fmpossible you cah mean to fower us 30"
she sald at length, with evident eflort,

t 1 donot convider that | am lowering us,” Grace
replied, with a distinet ring of pride in her voice.

Another. pause ensued, in which Hesters feel-
lt:rf, glamouted for expresafon, At laat it broke all

onds.

" Is it not gnough that we must come down Lo let-
ting lodgings, without making yourse!l this man's
setvant > Had I not better take a placeas scullery.
maid atonco? 1 should get money by it.  Where
do you mean to draw the hne?"

Gitace ehowed no elgn of resenting this specch,
and her voice had taken its usual merry tone when
she replied— -~

“ Sit down, my fady Iester, and don't look so
‘dreadfully tall, and 1 will reason with you, ' will
tell you where [ draw the line ; and that is, agalnst
taking twa guineas & week from & mansand having
it abominably ill.setved. That's where I draw
the line.” \

Hester did notrsit dowa, She knew that the
matter was hopeless.  Where Grace put dowa her
foat, no forte would induce her to dislodye it. She
was silent, )

“ Hester," said Grace, after a° pause, in & more
strious tone, * mince we have no vne- 10 anndy by
it, why should we not let lodgiage ? \WVe only’dtand,
ot fall to ourselves inthe matter; for I suppose's fu
care no more than [ do what the neighbours, or the
lodgar thinks of us, It scems to me a most admir-
able plan for keeplng All together, and dispensing
with the dreadful governess idea, whi'e we really
get more moncey by it ; and-if we do not lote our
awn sell-respect, it scems to me, it does no harm.
By looking at it in tho way you do, you are just
seeking to extract poison from what would be quite
harmless, if you let it alone. Dut why did you not
express your feelings morc strongly about it at the

“ Would it have been of any use?” asked Hestet,
with some point,

Grace gave a little shrug, and a sly curl came
into the corners of her mouth as sho made the
admission—

“ Perhaps not”

This casy candour irritated Hester, .

. '? Does mother kaow what you ace intending to
uo 1

| don't think she will make any objection,” sald
Grace, carelessly. .

“1 am surpriscd, Grace, that you like to have
mother 30 entirely undee your influcnce.” )

“\What ~an't be cured must be endured.” Grace
spoke lightly, but Hester's words had startled her,

“It is a Jdangerous rozllion.‘ that of having
everybody under one’s will,” There was a tremor
in Hester’s voice which did not escape Grace's at-
tention. She drew down her eyebrows thought(ully,
and looked at Hester gravely.

“\Why. 202" she asked

* Because there is the temptation to ride rough-
shod over other people’s feelings.” There were
tears in Hester's eyes now, as well as ja her voice.

Grace rose and went to hef, and put her arms

round her waist as she stood.
o “Am 1so careless of your feelings 2" ake ashed,
looking up jnto Hester's face. ' 1am too fond of
my own way, and that isa fact; and the worst of
it is,” she continued, amiling In spite of herself,
“that my own way has a'knack of looking the best,
But, Hester, assert yourself, my dear; enter the
lists with me—let us hizht about our views until the
most reasonable wins,

Hester shook her head with & melancholy smile,
and the tears brimmed over, and ran down her
cheeks. She knew that for such a contest they
would be too unevenly matched. Even now Grace
was looklng up at her with a hall-brightly comnic
half sweetly penutent {ace, such as It wan quite im«
possible to rerist. So poor Hester, smiling through
her tears, stooped, and kissed her, and gaid-—~

“ You provoking charming thing, what would be
thouse! 1 have only this morning expresscd my
opinfon, and nre you not intending just thosame (o
follow your own?"

4 Why, yes,” said Qrace, with a litlle grimace ;
and there the discussion ended. Hester made no
further remark even when she saw Grace shortly
afterwatds, with Kitty helping lier, mnerrily engaged
in making uf: a musirn cap and a dainty apron, the
use of which was obvious. When they were
finished, she'put them on, and coming up to her
mother,made & curtesy, and announced demurely =

“ My dignity-preservers.”

““That ts an ironical name, my love,” said Mrs.
Norris, smiling faintly.

* Not at all, mother, for they will bo tho ontward
and visible sizns of an inward meckness, sobristy,
and resetve from which I trust never to swerve as
long as L am equipped In them. Itia a fact that

1 would n® more undertake to do my wark without
tbem, than [ would 4o my crrands in the Chester
Koad Ina dressing.gown and Jlippera. [ have been
thinking a great deal of this mentat phenomenon,
and I am golng Lo eubmit it 1o Mr. Carlyle in fllus.
teation gf the clothes theary.”

Aud sa jt came Lo pase that evenlng that insrtad
of the shambling ligure of the by Sarah, with her
large shiftless hande and ineffectiva movenents,
Watethouse was wajted upon by a light person,
with small qalck handy, twinkling feet, and daloty
peatnoss ol attire, and an evident intention to
clevate dinlng, in his case, Into & fine art. It was
an agreeable chanpe, coubtless, and Waterhouse
felt 1t 503 yet it had Its Iese pleasing aspects, to
say tho least of fl. When he beheld the souny
lady corae into his room attlred 1n the livery ol
actvitude, he comprehended the nattec from the
actual point of view in aoment. [t was uncom
forablo and embarrassing, and ho blushed , whilo
the young [ady was coolness and composure sell,
though inwardiy moech disquleted concemning thoso
last touches in the culinary department which she
had been cblifed ta leave to Sarah.  Waterhouse
rese, and would have inade an expostulation, but
he did not get very far, for Grace, who had foreseen
the enﬁclgcncy. brought out her neat litite prepared
speerhe

“ Pray forgive my fnterrupting you; but you will
oblige uvall very much If you ail take my services
as o matter of course.  Pleaso treat mo just as you
would the houseinald | represcnt, and whom we
wonld gladly provide for you were we able. But as
we cannot do that, you will bs very kind if you will
accept, without question, the best substltute we can
provide

So spake Grace, and Waterhouse had clearly no
alternative, In common chivalry, but to concur
without any fuss in the new arrangement. This
was the easler, a3 i; was by no means that Grace
Notsis .whom he had mct in the fog, who now
waited upon him. Indeed, he felt inthined to be-
lieve that that vivacious Iriendly creature existed
only in his imagination, as ho watched this leicle
of a girl move sedately about thé roem, attending
to his wants with the gravest of faces, and the
demurest of manners, 11 this was 1o bo_the state
of things for very long, Watcrhouse felt ho should
wish Sarah back ppain, She was, at any rale,
good-natured and soclable, and he could extract
some grains of amysement from her almless 1alk,
His present attendant seemed Inclined to be
nelther, and to expect him to eat'his dinner with
the severest gravity of demcanour, Dut Water.
Pouso felt that such a state of things could not last
ong.

CHAPTER VIII,
TIHE SUN AND THE WIND.

For some days after, Grace showed Hester more
than usual affection, as if 16 atone for.her victory
fn the matter of the waitizg. She treated bér eren
caresringly, occasionally perching herself on Hes-
ter’c knee, and fequesting 10 be made a baby of,
which had s striking an elfect aa the condescension
of a roysl personage. [Kiester, who had a passlon
for beinf loved, visibly bnghtened under this treat.
ment, 1tis one of the satires discoverable in the
very satirical region of human character that an in-
otdinate yearning to be loved ‘is not necessarily
coincadent with the tendency onesell to love, and
*0 18 condemned In the veryrnature of things to
remain unsausfied, for 1t it love which begete lave,
In s famly 1t was Grace that Joved, and ‘Hester
that desired to be loved, and there is so much
meaning In that distinction, that, but for.it, the
story uf these two girls would not have come to be
cet down as ft is. It would, pechaps, be safe to say
that Qrace had never in her hife devoted a moment
to the wish to be loved by the people around her.
Herown love for them, and theirs for her, mads
the atmosphere of her mental life, just as the mr
and sunhght made that of her physical, and her
thoughts were occupied with one no more than with
the other. Every oneloved her, and she was b:pﬁy
-1t might, pechaps, be nearer the truth to ur. she
was happy, aud every one loved her, Now, Heater
was unhappy, and was not much loved, This car.
ries 2 somewhat unjust sound with it, and we are
inclined to shake our heads over the shallowness
of human judginents, Why, we ask, should the
cheerful light-hearted people, who have so great a
pull over others in their very constitution, get all
the appreciation and affection, which it costs them
so much less than those othera to earn ? This was
the qiseation that was ever recurring to poor Hes-
ter’s mind,  But here we must join issue with her,
and state it as our coaviction that life is not so un.
Just as [t teems, and that people get, on the whole,
a very fair judgment dealt oui to them. I we
search at all carefully the spnngs of human action,
we shall be inclined to come to the conclusion that,
roughly speaking, & happy disposition is an-unsel.
fish one, and v:ize versd, This happy nature is

often that which is bomn with an unselfish strain, [ 1§

and is urged by its constitution to that s:lf-aboega.
tion and those ever-recurring contests with inclina.
tion whose outward result is a temper so light.
j:earted and equable that we think it is gained
without pain or ¢ffort.  But the effort is there, and
it no less paiofut than with:us, except thbat, like
any other arducus habit, It becomes less 30 by re-
petition, - ’

Was Hester right when she put down Grace's
joyousness to hee lack of scusitiveness? Did
Grace never feel temptations to despond, to be
lazy, to be'cross? Did vhe expend her energics in
making people comfortable simply because she
liked exertion? "\Was It because she never (et ill
that she was never heard to.complain, except.in a
cheerful way,or seen with the relaxed facial muscles
which are ordinaty human nature’s cesource under
rhysical discomfort? And when other people were
1l, and the general outlook gloomy, was it because
such things did not-affect Grace, that she was the
one looked to 33 a matter of course to do the nurs.
ing and generally put matters lo nghts, or, if that
was not possible, to put a good face upon them?
To all these guestlons 1 make no reply, leaving
therm to be answered by my readers as they follow
the fortunes of the two girls, only stipulatin that
if justice be given to Graco it shaJl not be denied
to Hester. For, are not all of us whd are made of
common human clay, conscious that, without being
Ladly disposed, the virtues of.our fellow-men are
not always without a little sting for us, especially
it they gain a rewaxd in the affcctions we are fain
to crave for ourselves P+ And minong Grace's vittues
was certainly not that of a readiness to give up her
own way, compared with which, as » sweetener of
Iife to one's selfwilled fellows, other virtues fall
quite into the shade, Hester was decidedly sell-
willed, and felt that her opinions descrved a hear-
ing, and that she was not destined by nature to
become a mere eche cf Grase, as others were

(7o be conlinned)

Sabbath School Hork.
LESS_ON HIIE)LPS‘ o
{5eleted from Feloalsl. )

MESSIAH S MESSENGER.

Lesson XIL, March amst, Mal i, v-6j v,
1-0 , MEMurira versenain, 1-3

GOLDEN TRXT --*Behold, I tnill send my
messeeger, and he shall prepare the way before
me. == Mat. {li., 1.

TisMy. ~Probably 424-408. At the same lLime
with ;\Ichtm‘ah'u second visit to Jeruvalem (Neh.
X, 6.

Pract. -Jerusa'em,

CONTENPOKARY His10ky, ~Danus 1L (Noth-
ue), Perelan empercr, N.C. ga3-404. Nebemiab,
governot of the Jesy  Sacratew, teaching' at
Athens, with Plato for his pupil. Hzrodotus
neatly through his travels, 454-400. Nenophon
(444359 leads the retreat of the 10,004 (400}

PLACE IN [iRLe History,—Malachi corres-
ponds with the last chapter of Neh<miah,

Marscitt  Means ¢ Messenger of Jchovah.”
1o was the last of the prophets, tHe was a Jew,
contemporsty with Nehemiah in his second vieit
to Jerusalem, lived between 444 and yoo I.C.  Of
his personal histor nothing s known,

Titr, ook OF MALACHL.—Consists of the words
of Malachl himaelf, alding Nchemiah in his re-
forms, and encouraging the people with a vision of
the future. Date of writing, abouy B.C. 400, at
Jerasalem,

INTRODUCTION, —HAll & century after tho story
of Isther, we turn again to the reformation under
Neheriah (Les. Ix. x) in Jerusatem. After re-
maining there fur twelve years he weat bick to
Perna. How long he'stald we do not know, but
several f""' and then he returned to ]ehualeqx.
At this time Malachi appears and alds him in bis
reformation.  \What needed to bo done can be
teen from Nchemiab, ¢hap, xith, and Malachi,
chaps, kil .

Heces ovar Harp Puaces.—1, [: God. .V,
messenger: John the Baptist (Luke vii, 27).
Hefore me: God an the person of Fis Messiah,
Jesus Cheish  IWAow ye seck : they were looking
for a deliverer and a king 1o bring the times
promised by Isatah {chaps, Ix.Ixiin)  Messenger
&f the coverent: the one covenanted or premised
Gen, zxil., 15-18; 1s&, hi,, 1315 chaps. iii., Ix.
xiii), and the one who would make a new and bet-
ter covenant between them and God (Heb. vii,
6-13). 2. Bulwhs may adide: he will be very dils
ferént from thelr expectations. A refines’s fire:
their trlals wére to purify them. Aod- Chtist, by
His character and life and demand for f:m.h,
would separate the good from the bad, Fullers:
one who cleans or scours cloth,  Szap: lye. Our
toap was nol then known. 3. Sif as a refiner:
the reiner ils that he mag watch .carefully the
process of refining, and not beat the metal tog bot
or (o0 Ioni:. 6. For I ¢hange not: 1 wjll keep the
promises't have made, and adhere 0 my plan of
making yout the people of God. Therefore | refine;
not destroy, Ly the troubles I'send upon you. 'L
The day cometh : thid relers first 10 the:troubles
that come upon the Jews, especially. the destruc-

mens of all sinners. 3. SwwafriyAteonsmess: baiog
to God's people.whattbe’ sup, Js 1o the worid—a
brioger o? Jight, life, coryfors, power, fruit. 1Wings e
rays. Ascalves of the stall " they ghould’go’ out
(rom their troublous times oy Joyfelly ay d cali whiit
up in the stall bounds and frisks when :let out into
the field. g Elifak: see Matt. xi, 145 Mark ix,
1L, 12,

SUDJECTS FOR SPECtAtr IREPORTS,~—Malachi,
~Flis conoection with Nehemiah.—The evils that
needed to be reformed.—*' My messenger, =
4+ The messenger of the covenant."—Refiner’s fire.
—Tullery’ seap.—Chnst as a witness agaiou
wrong.—The day that shall busn as an oven.—
Christ as the sun of righteousness,

LEARY - by HeART=—Malacht fiia -3, vy, 2,
I's. laxxiv., 11,

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.,~How many years after Esther
was Malachi? Who: was Malachi? \When did
he live? When did he prophesy? \What great
man's reforms did* he aid? \Where in the Bidle
history does h.'u prephecy belong?

SUBJEZT: THF COMING OF THEZ SAVIOUR,

I. Tux NeeD OF A Siviour.~How long did
Nchemiah remain at Jetusalem? When did he
go back to Persia? (Neh. xiii,, 6.) Did he return
to Jerusalem? (Neb, xiik, 7)  What evils did he
find prevalent there # (Neh. Xiil, & 5, ?, 10, 1§,
16, 23, 28, 39 ) What ones ere. mentioned by
Malachi? (Chaps. L, 68,13 i, 8, 11,17 HiL, 8,

te such sing common now in our land? What
are the great sins?  \What need have we person-
ullr of & Saviour ?
~ {1..PREFARATION ¥OR Tit& SAVIOUK {v. 1, and
chap. iv., §. 6)=\Vhat js meant by *“ my mes-
senger”? (Luke vii, 27.) What 33 he-called in
v. 57 {See Mate, xi, 14; Mark ix, 11, 12) \What
is meant by ’:rcpuing the way? (lsa. .xl., 3:5.)
Before whom

How did John the Baptist prepare the way for
Christ? (v. 6.} s there the need of hike prepara-
tion for Christ in each of our hearts 2

11, THE COMING OF THE SAVIQUR (V. 2). Who
is meant by the messenger of the covenant, and
why? How did Christ come? Where? \Why
wera the Jews secking him? {Isa,-xL, §21; Iz,
t-22 § Ixi., 111} -

Would these results come in the wa{ they ex-
pected 7 Wete they disappointed wheahe actually
came? Do men now have expectations of 2n out-
ward Heaven without realizing the change that
must be made in them before it can be thewrs ?

IV. Tug M1SSION OF THE SAVIQUR (V5. 2-6 and
t-gh—1t what respect was Chris: hke a refiner's
fite? Like fullers*soap # \Why docs the reftner
sit at his work?  What would be the result 2 (v.
5) What would Christ be to sinners? Is His
religion opposed to every sin?  What day s refer-
red to *'that should burn as an oven™? In what
respectis Chnst like the sun?  Meamiag-of last
clause in v. 22 How does Christ cause mento
keep the commandments of Mosea?

A Tazroray Poritictav.—\We are often told that
public men and politicians especially must take a
glass with those who do.  The statement s & poor
compliment to any man's ability, and we are glad
to know that theie aro many exceptions o thispoor
rule. The lateat we have noted is the cate of Mr.
Robert Stout, the present prime-munister of New

Zealand, whols an enthusiastic teetotaler,

tion of l‘ crusalem, and this is a type of tbe punish._
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