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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

This depariment is conduoted by a moember of the General
Assembly’'s Commities on Young People's Socleties. CorresporA.
enco is invited from all Young People’s Societies, and Presbyterial
and Synodical Committees. Address: ‘Oar Young Poople,”
Parsprrarian Revixw, Drawer 2464, Toronto, Ont,

— ——

THRINGSB WE BHOULD ENOW.
I, The Orgin of the Shorter Catechism,

On July 1st 1643 thers oonvaned at Westmineter an assembly
of divines which for inflacace and importance ranks ecoond only
to the Coanoil of Nisce. This gathering was tha resalt of a move.
ment towards harmony in creod and worship on tho part of the
thres kingdoms, that had its inooption in thecourts of $he Soottish
COhureh, Tho assembly met at the oall of the famous Long parlia.
men$, which Cromwell some yoare later #0 unceremoniously dis-
missod. It was composed of one hundrod and twenty-ons English
olergymen, and thirty English laymen, together with five Scotoh
miniasters and three eldora. Tho names of these eight Scotoh
commissioners chould be known byall yonng Presbyterians, and
aze as follows :—Aloxander Hendorson, Reotor of he University of
Edinburgh; Robert Baillie, Principsl of Glasgow Univorsity;
GQeorge Gillespls, of Edinburgh, tho youngest of theparty ; Samuel
Ruatherlord, Principal of 8%. Mary's College, 8t. Andrews, Robort
Dounglss, who, bowover, did nos take his sess; John Earl, of
Oassils; Jobp, Lord Maitland, who, a8 Dake of Launderdal, alter.
wards bacame tho bitter perazcutor of tho caneo he now warmly
esponsed ; and 8ir Archibald Johnstons, of Warriston, one of the
Scszion Court judges. The task thess men had bofore them was
no bright one, it baing $ha preparation of a oreed, & form of wor-
ship, and a system of church government, which might bs used in
common by the church in England, Ireland and Sortland. For
nins yeara it sat and Iabored diligently at this noble work, and as
o ?zait of its Iabors, perhaps the richess and most abiding wo have
had xinos the year 2647, four years after itg convening, that most
wonderfal compilasion of Boripturs truth ontside the Word of God
itzell, tho Shorter Csteobism, This invaloable littlebook may be
looked upon as tho Godgiven ontcomno of circomssanoces angd cia-
ditions eminently fitted for ita birth, The troublona timoa dating
from 1600 45. had besn marked by numerous attempts to ova-
dense and formulate in casily toachable ixnguage tho great funda
meatal trothe and doctrines of the Bible. Nono of thoso however
had met with general {avor, though all belpsd to pave the way for
the one we now no greatly prize. The Shorter Cateohism was not
the compiiation of any one sect or branch of the oburch; it was
the resunlt of the combined thought of tho ableat and holicst'men
in all the then exicting Protestant bodics. Episcopalians, Presby-
terians, Independants or Copgrogationsliste, and Erastians, all
anited in ity prodnosion; go that we find in its one hundred and
ssven gusstions the strongoss thonghs of the Reformed Church, in
a day when the Paritaa faith had just emsrged from the farnace
of parsscution, tried liks burnished gold. Let tho young people
of the Preabyterian Charch in Canads, next to tkeir Biblaa prize
and gindy the Bhorter Catechism, If bas :a it thosc elamentsthat
are produotive of strength of charactor, and dapth o spiritual life.
1t wiil give them a grasp of OChristian dootrine that will enable
them to read {he Word infelligently, and will servs them in good
stead as ballast and anchorage in theso shaliow days of shifting
winds and oantish iberality. It was Thomas Cariylo who =aid,
“Tho older I grow-—and I nowstand upon the brink of efernity
~—1the more comes back $0 mo the first sentenos in the Cateckism
which I leamsd when a child, and the faller and deeper its mean-
ing besomes: * What is the ohief end ot man? To glorify God and
$o enjoy Bim for ever.' ”

A HIGHETY GATHERING.

By tho time this issue is in the bands of our readers she fl.
teenth International O. E. Coanvention will be in session at Wash-
inglon. This Convention gives promiss of being not only the
largest, but the moat interesting and hopefal ef the wholo eerios of
phenomenal gatherings that bad their icception now fifteen yoars’
ago. The most prominent characteristic of she Convention 8o far
a1 msy be Jadged from the provisional programmo is the smphasia
which will be 121d on the decpening of the spiritual life of ths in.
dividesl members. Ths preliminary Wodaesday cvening prayer
mestinga will bs devoted to this sabjool, and thoy will siriks ths
keyools of all the following ssssions. This foature is ona which
shoald give great cause for thanklulness on the part of all woll
wishers ot the movemsas, sinos it is svident that ths fatars of
Chrisiisn Endsavor depends apoa tha apiritasl phase of tha wor k
buing given the leading and domioant place. We nesd hars no
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foar of dieaster from the nnmber of dangers that shreaten the
causa oa every kand if only the Holy Ghost be given His place as
oontroller, and His guidanos submitted to in all thinga.

The Oansdian Prosbyterian Rally promises to bo & great suo-
089y, Tho Rev, Mr. Geggie from Nova Scotia i8 in chazge and
has suoceeded in Beouring a number of good speakers from among
our ministors and laymen to take part in tho proceedings. Rov.
W, Patterson and Rov. John Niel will be prossns from Toronto.
Further news of tho Convontion will bo given next week.

BIOYCLE NOTES.
REV. F. B. MEYER,

All tho world is on wheels. Whether it be the busy thorough.
fare of the great city, or the deserted markot-place of a country
town, you are sure within fivo minutes to encountor a bicycle.
Stealthily, noitelesaly, like tho advent of the apring, the bicycle
bas covered the land. The young oxquisite ridea it for pleasure;
the working man comas in from tho village to his work in foundry
or factory at six o’clock in the morning; the country poatman, the
colporteur, the local preasher, find it indispensable; women with-
out hmut, from royalty to the very servant-girls, all have learat,
arc learning, or will learn, how to ride in some fashion this
wonderfal and useful contrivanos for shortening weary miles,
inhaling country air, and acting an a nerve tonic on weary brains
and jaded aystems. .

I am told that in many parts of the country hotels that have
been disused from the old coaching days are suddenly awaking
from the sleep of filty years and becoming the centres of buatle and
busness, and, for my part, I hail the bicycle as likely to attract
women from keated drawing rooms, and youog men from billiard
table and tap room, into God’s own world, to breath His own
health-giving air. In my judgment also it is likely to prove the
solution to the serious problem of how to avoid the use of public
conveyances on Sonday. For my part, I would infinitely prefor to
sce my congregation come on bicycles and tricycles, than that a
crowd of omnibuses, trams, and caba ahould be laid undor
requisition to bring my people to their accustomed places on the
Lord’s day.

Nover till I commenced to learn to ride a bicycle did I so
practically understand the failure in the moral world of which the
Apostlo Paul speaks in Romans 7. You notice other people ride
go casily and socuroly, you talk with them of the v.ing to
remembar or avoid, you receive with the utmost attention il»
directions of your instructor as to how to do it, you dream that
)y a are carsering over tho familiar roads with swift and easy
mownn; bat when you monnt and attempt to realize your ideal, lo,
1t has v.ushed, tho machine becomes unsteady, the wheels wobble
to and fro, as likely a» not you aro precipitated to the ground.
How often have I in such experiences recalled the Apostle’s
words, ** To will is present with me, but. how to perform 1 find not.”

The other day a crowd in the strect directed my attention to
an auto-motor bicycle, into which some motive.power was intro-
duced in virtae of which it sped lightly over the gronnd, needing
only carefal piloting; and it suggested to mo & longing that into
my moral aaturo there might also come somo tranzecndent power
which would do for me what I cannot do for mysclf. Ob, for the
power of God to work effestually in tho soull Ob, that the law of
the Spirit of Life which is in Christ Jesuy might mako us free
from tho law of failure and disappointment which 89 often attends
our beat efforts, and enable us to realize tho ideals that beckon to
us {—Christian Endeavor.

Mr. Gibson of Swatow (a son of the Iate Dr. Gibson of Glasgow,
and an Epglish Presbyterian missionary) gives the following
remarkable vidimus, ahowing tho growth which has besn made by
the Christian Church, during the ceatury, in China:—

¢ In 1807 tho work was begun.

¢In 1843 there wers 6 commuricaats.

¢“In 1853 thero were 350 communicants; increase, 344 in ten
yoars, or 34 per annum.

* In )1SE65 there were 2,000 communicants; incresse, 1,650 in
twelvo years, or 140 per anvuge.

¢ In 1876 there were 13,035 communicants ; wncreass, 11,035 in
cleven years, or 1,003 par annum.

% In 1856 thore ware 28,000 communicants; incrsase, 14,965 in
tea yeoars, or 1,496 per anaum.

¢¢ In 18S9 there wero 37,257 communicants; increase, 8,287 in
thros years, or 3,076 per aanum,

**Taking tho later years, {irom 1876 to 1688, for which we havre
the best atatiatics, and which are the best teat of presant conditions,
wo find that in these thirteen yoars the increass of communicants
has boen 24,252, Bat as thess are communicants only, we may
multiply by thres lo get tho inorcass in aumber of Chriatisn
community. Thisisa very i derate satimate, indeed.”
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