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New Books and Periodicals

A Mxreiaxe Puises  Lite of Hon. Ronator Juhn
Macdonald, By lev. lugh Johnston, D.D.
Torvnto . Wiiliam Buggs, Wesley Building.

Tug promise made in the advanco notices
ave more than fulfillod i this book which
hias issucd from the press this week. A neat.
ly got up, well bound and well printed val-
umo of ovor 300 I;agcn. tho mochanical part
loaves nothing to bo desired, and when  the
contentsaro examined the kernel is found to
bo as attractive as tho coating. Tho arrango-
ment of tho material first attracts atteu-
tion. .\ chronological ovder is not followed
ahsolutely but the chiof evonts aud phascs of

Senator Macdonnld’s lifo are grouped and a

ohapter is devoted to cach sotting.  Dr.

Johnston has had access to tho papors,

diaries, otc. of tho subject of the book aud

the aasistance of tho family, consequently
the narrative is investod with accuracy und
intoreac peculiar to itselt,  Of the record
too high praise cannot bo bestowed.  Mr.

Macdonald’s life was an eventful one, full

of interesting passages ; his clmrm.:tcr was

writ largo in his lifo-worl,and tho biography
is fraught with insYirm ¢« mcidents, with
stimulgting aims, and with examnples worth

of imitation. ‘Lho acuator wes o Highland-
er of the Highlanders.  Born in tho city of

Perth, of Stratherrick and  Aberdeenshiro

parente, ho inherited the impulsive natu.¢ of

tho Celt and tho moro practical habitaof the

Teuton Ho was born in the 93rd High-

Ianders, in which regiment his father rose to

bo & staff.scrgeant, and he received his early

education in the regimental school. The
rogimont having taken up quartors at Hali-
fax, young Macdonuld attended Dalhousie

College,and later onin the Bay Streot Acad.

cmy, Toronto, where ho acquired n good

cneral education and earried off the medal
in clussics At the age of fiftecen ho_left
school, the regiment having rotured to Brit.
ain, and ho entered as junior cloek in_ the
mercantilo house of C. & J. Macdonald &

Co., Gananoquo. 1is business carcer, now

fairly begun, soon hecame prosperohs, and

tho great houso he established in Toronto ic

a m‘ﬁnw to theabihity which ho possessed ns

a business man, But lus talents were var.

jcd, as the biography amply shows. He was

an able legislator, n man of no mean literary
powers, and a platform speaker of atiractive

tts. His benevolence was the outstanding
virtuo of his character. It wou. 1 bodiflicult
to describo or to enumerate his multifarious
and munificent beaefactions, but a grateful
city will not soon forget what he has done

for hor institutions and for her poor. D,

Johuston has dono his part admirably. The

story of agood lifo is lovingly told in a style

of literary elegance and warm tono and the
book will not fail of its obicct because of tho
biographer’s exccution.

Turkx GXNRRATIONS o EXoLisit Woxz¥, M=Moiks
AAD  CORRESIOXDRNCE ¥ SUSANNAU  TaYLoR,
SaRan Avins axp Lapy Dure GorpoX Ry
Janet Ross. A now, revisod and enlarzol editlon

U PP Putnam’s Sons, London: T,

$2.00.

Tuis volume is for people who love good
compauy and good readirg and are willing to
take it slowly. The Taylors, of Norwich,
have beon 8 wonderful family in themselves
and in their associations,  Sarah Austin, tho
prominent figure in this volume, lived ay if
she hold salon every day and overy hourin
tho day. Sho made uo show and had no
means to bo lavish with ; but sho knew how
to achievo the two points noedful for the
maintenanco of a zalon, to draw the right
woplo to it and to keep tho wrong ones away,
l»on of which sho managed with exemplary
skill and tirmprss.  In this second edition
considerable additions have been mado to the
correspondence, which i, after all, tl_w strik-
ing foature of the haok, both for the iutrinsic
interest of the letters and for the extraondi
nary number and varioty of distinguished

ersons who appear in it In fact, the book
18 one of thove rare ones which take ycu into
the hirary of nearly overy man or wonnu of
distinetion living at the time, and give you

New York *
Fisher Unwiv,

The Presbyterian Review.

«ome sort of an introduction to them on a
comfortabln footing of acquaintauce, if not
of intimaoy. Between Susaunah Taylor
(1776) and” her granddaughter, Lady Dull
Gordon, lay o lowg interval of nearly a
centuty, a century of such «hanges aud re
volutions that it bc{(an in mediovaliam. One
needs only to go through this book to sco
what 8 large fraction of the wornl’s history
three genciations are, and what an oxtraor-
dinary number of great charactors havo been
on the stage in theso particular threo genora-
tions. Few families have romaived 8o long a
centre of attraction to men and women of
this class as the Taylors. Tho charm of this
volume lies in the fact that it represents not
ono or two but throo gencrationsaof contivu
ous, Lrilliaut intellectual lite, now in Eng
land now in France, Germany or Italy, and
occasionally tovolving around tho tent of
Lady DU Gordon in Eeypt.  Such a book is
not intended to be systematic oxcept as it
follows a chronological onder.  Any page,
olwnod at random, mnkes a good beginning.
We adviso our readers, however, to begin at
o beginning, to tako time lor it, and to go
through rejoicing to the end,

- c——

WHAT 18 INBPIRATIONY By Jolm De Witt, D.D.,
LL.D, Litt. D, New York: Auson D. F. Ran.
dolph & Company, 21,00,

I 17 posyible to adjust our theory and deli-
nition of tho iuspiring graco that has givon us
thoe Biblo to thy facts that have been ascer-
tained by its critical and conscientious study
during tho Iast half century ! This is the
question which Professor Do Witt discusses in
his newly published book. Ho seeks to
formulate a definition of inspiration consistont
with undeniablo fact, and tho test by which
overy proposed Jelinition must stand or fall is
that the theory acconl with the observed
phenomena of rovelation, There should be
no conllict between our ideal and tho actual.
“Whatever it has pleased God to give usag
sitited to our need shonld b- gratofully ac.
cepted.  Our ideal, if differont, is a delusion.”
Tlhe book i3 ably written, the produet of a
scholar, and will prove a useful essay on the
subject. Yet thn definition arrived at will
fall beforo the anthor’s own test.  The prob-
lem is grappled with very fairly from the wro-
fessor’s’ point of view, aud there can bo no
deubt of the sincore carunestness of the etfort,
bat while the book can be taken asa good
cantrihuticn to the literaturo of inspiration,
the conclusions do not, in rur opinion, cover
the grouud aimed at by the author. Even so
far a3 they go, thoy wiil not convinco quitea
number of readets whose intelligence and
scholarship entitlo thom to consideration. On
the other hand, however, the book is not
withont its value and it ought to be oxton-
sively and carefully read.

JxrisaLed Tig Hoty Cery. By MMrs. Oliphaut. New
York . Macmillan & Co,

Perhaps the most marvellous thing about
Mrs. Oliphant’s books is the frequency with
which they appear. Few writers kuown to
the history of literature can sum up the
number of her books.  For more than fifty
years she has b en before the public and stih
her work goes on undiminished in quantity
or in quality. Her brain is many-sided, her
pen ready in many fields. Fiction, bio-
graphy, history, antiquities, criticism, all
{'iold tv her touch and sho has won glorious
aurcls in them all.  Her volume on Jerusa-
lem will not ndd to her literary fame, but
that fact docs not take away from the intor-
ost or value of *he work, w{ich is admirably
written. It will inaintain an honoured place
on tho shelf and will bo read long after, in
the courso of nature, tho talented and ver-
satile authoress has passed tho bourne. The
ct-up of the bouk has all the excellencies
ooked for in productions which issue from
the Macmillans

CouxXt Caurxilo, and Catholic Reforin in  Italy,
By Ra. Alexnnder Roberts . San Iemo. To.
ronto: Tho Fleming H Revoll (o.

Frw subjects are of deeper interest to the
student ~f reforma than that with which the
author of this work so ably deals. Ttca
tho personality of Count Campello and the
fortunes of the Italian Catholic Reformaed
Church, of which he is the founder, aro re-
plete with special interest to tho religious

.

world, The author has given a well-written
hook on this snbject, which cau be unre.
servedly vecommonded to the public.

Tie. fiim now known as Macmillan & Co.
is in its fiftieth yoar, 1ts first issue being
“Tho Philosopky of Training, by A. R.
Craig, late Classical Master in tho Glasgow
Normal Semiunary,” ** Published by D. and
A, Macmillan, 57 Aldersgate Street ™ (1843).
From 1844 to 1863 tho headquarters of the
firm wero at Cambridge, with o largo list of
Cambridge men as autbors, nmong whom
wers Haro, Kingsley, F. D. Maurico,
Trench, Colense, James Payn, . \V, Far.
rav, etc.  In J803 tho headquarters of the
firm were transferred to London, ‘The

resont membors of *he London house are:

Ir. Alexander Macmillan (one of tuo
foundors), Mr. George Lillie Cralk (admit-
ted 1863), Mr. Fredorick Macmillan (1574),
Mr. Georgs A. Macmillan (1878), and Mr,
Mourice Macmillan (1853). 1he founder of
th firm, Mr. Daniel Macinillan died in 1857.
The branch house in New York was opened
in 1869 ; and on the death of Mr. George 15,
Brott, who had held its management, it be-
cuueo an independeant firm, consisting of the
membors of the London house, with Mr.
George Platt Brett as American purtnor,
The New York offico is now remnoved from
Fourth Avenue to its new quarters, No. 60
Fifth Avenue

*“Tur Bronte Family,” by Dr. William
Wright, will be published by I). Appleton
& Co., with illustrations. ‘Lhis remarkable
book contributes absolutely fresh inform
ation %o tho history of the Bronte fawmily,
and it presents certain romances of family
history, alinost as strange and thrilling as
unything in the novels of the gifted siaters.
The complete book will prove a work of
absorbing interest, and onewhich will be in-
dispensable for thoso who wish to under-
stund the influcnces which dirested the
development of the Bronge sisters.

‘Tng Church at Homo and Abroad (Presby-
terian Church U. 8. A.) in addition toa
number of special articles of great merit, con-
tains a conious supply of mews of Foreign
and Homo Missionary operations. The lead-
ing place is given to an artiole on tho Ameri-
can Sunday, which at the present time is
opportune.  Rev. ~ Alexander =~ Roborison
writes of Venico and the Bible, in his usual
pleasing stylo : the work at Northfiold, and
Ashevillois described and an article on the
Christian Endeavour Convention at Montreal
are thospecial features of the mtmber,
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Tite HoMiLgTic REvIEW for Septembe
{Funk & Wagnsil Co., Toronto, otc.) is al-
together excellent.  The articles aro fresh
and able, tho subjects timely and important.
‘They avo learned, varied, apt and practical.
Tho general recader, the minister and the
worker in the Church will find much to in-
terert, instruct and elovate in its pages.

Tug Missiosany Reconv (Funk & Wag-
nall Co.) 13 always welcomo. The Septem-
ber number is strong in geod contributions.
From all over the world intelligonee is fur-
mshed, probloms discussed sud interest
aroused. To kuow the mission problem well
is a requusite of the presont day, and no better
means can bo recoutmended than publications
such as the Missionary Record.

Tk Septeruber Missionary Review will
publish ns a leader an article illustrating the
power eoxerted by missionary physicians
ontitled ¢ Medical Missions in Syrai and
Palestine,”” by that pionecr of medical
missinns the Rev, George E. Post, M.D,, of
Beyrut, Syria.

Tus September number of Scribner's
Magazine will contain from Andrew Lang a
¢ Letter " to Samucl Pepys, being one of
four to be added to the now edition of his
“ Letters to Dead Authors,™ In the same
issue will appear a study on tho home life of
Richardson, suthor of **Sir Charles Grandi-

-8on,” by Austin Dobson.



