THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Elfhe SSunday SSchool,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XXXV,

Aug 29, } Gen, Vi3
1380, 1633,

GouLpEY TEXT.~-He cverliveth to make interces.-
sion forthem,"—11eb. vii, 25.

HOMRE STUDIES,

AURANAMNS INTERCESSION.

M. Gon. xvii, t-14......The Covenant Renewed,

Tu, Gen, xvil, 15.27.....Circumeision the Seal,

W. Gen. xviii, 3-8.,.....Angels Enterizined.

Th. Gen, xvi, 16-33.....Abraham’s Intercession.

#. Heb. wit. 7-28.......0ur Intercessor,

S.  Johnxvil 3.26......Christ’s Intercessory Prayer,
Bab, t John il 1-10.......Advacate with the Father,

HELPS TO STRLY.

The subiject af ouc last fesson was **The Covenant with ! thau

Abram,” as recorded n the hfteenth chaptes of Genesis.

In the sixteenth chapter we fiml part of the history of
tagar, Surai’s Egyptian bond-woman, and the record of the
buth of her son, fshmael, when bis father, Abram, was
ephty-nix years old,

The contents of the seventecath chapier are @ a repetition
of the promise, with the change of the name Abram {father
of cxa\tauon) to Abraham {fathee of a waltitude), and of
Sara1 {contenbious) 10 Sarah {pnncess); the institution of the
e of cirewncision as the sign of the covenant 3 and the de-
finte assurance of a son to Absabam and Samah, with in-
structians that he should be named Isaac.

The eighteenth chapler brings Abraham before us in
the character of host, entestamning what at fiest sight, ap.
seared to be three wayfaring men, one of wh. 5 turns out to
{Jc the Lord {Jehovah), supposed ta be God the Son in bu.
wan form, and the other 1wo the angelic ministers of His
vengeance upon the gudty sahabitants of the cities of the

lain,  Mere vur present lesson comes in.  Its lopics are

ut two: (7} God's Purpose to Destroy Sodune Rerealed to
Abrakant (2} dbrakam'’s Pleadings with God in Hehalf of
Sodoss.

1. Gou's PuRrrosk 10 DESTP  »uboM REVEBALED TO
ABRANAM.~-Vers, 16.21. A mast important lesson—a
fesson teaching the strictness of God's justice and the severity
of His wrath against sin—~was now to L' conveyed 1o Abra.
iams, to his descendants, and to all the nations of the eanth
that should afterwards be blessed in hint,

Shall I hide from Abrabam that thing which I do?
The speaker here is the Losd (Bebsew Fehorab), Lest it
should be supposed that the destruction of Sedom proceeded
from * accident” or from ““natural causes,” God plainly
declates Himself 1o be the author of it.  He is ** langsufler-
ing and slow to anger ”* but there is 3 limi¢ to His forbear-
ance. To warn and deter others from following similar
courses He inflicts punishment upon gross and  flagrant
violators of mozal am}, natural law even in thislite.  Fucther,
the sins of nations and other communities are punished here,
for it is only here that these exist as such.

All the nations of the earth shall be blessed in Him.
<« It therefore was important,” says the ** National 8. S.
Teacher,” ** that ke should uodesstand God's dealings with
pations. Though God contemplated blessing all manking,
it was not through abandoning all retribution for sin, Mercy
was not to supersede justice, without repentance, ltisa
noteworthy thing that this judgment upon those ill-fated
cities was executed by the Lord amidst thoughts of mercy
for all mankind. It was, thetefore, a necessity, and as much
an exhibition of tsue Jove as was His sparing them up to this
time."”

For 1 know him. God knows everyone, but there is
trust implied here, In Joha xv. 15, we find Christ saying
1o His disciples, * Henceforth 1 call you not servants, for

the servant knaweth not what his Jord doeth, but I havey

called you fricnds, for all things that 1 have heard of My
Father I have made known unto you." Abraham was God's
1+ friend " {Isaiah x1i. 8; James 5. 23)

That he will cammand his children and his house.
hold after him. A knowledge of God’s reasons for this
infliction would assist Abraham in this matler. Here we
find the great value of parental training recognized.  The
effects of a2 good man's training of his family pass down
through many generations. In Abraham's own case some of
these results have come down to the present day, cven among
those of his descendants who reject his faith,

The cry of Sodom. IHas God been hearing the voices
of earth ever since the bloed of Abel cried to Him for venge-
ance? Do the complaints of the vicums of oppressian, of
lawleseness and of licentiousness reach Hisear? Does He
hear the smooth wotds of the deceiver, the coarse laugh of
the scarner, the foolish utterances of the drunkard, the
ahno Sncessant Sow of profamity from the lips of so many
thousands in the streets of our cities, towns and villages ?—
then, God /5 merciful and longsuffesing, and the wonder is,
ot that same places have been destroyed but that oshers
have been sparcd.

1 will go down now., It was not nceessary ; the ex-
pression is of the class called anthiwoponsarpbic, or one in
which God speaks as if he were 2 man, in order that men
snight undesstans Him.  God knew the wickedness of the
place, but the full extent of it must be revealed to Abraham
and 10 Lot, and through them to athess, by a final *est which
proved that no stranger could enter the city wit'wut being

11 Auranasm's Preapings vty Gob Iv BEHALY orz

Sonovt —Vers, 22-33.  Here we have a beauttlul example

‘ of intercession—unsuccessful it must be called, and siill not

one of Abmham’s six sequests was denfed. At cach step ke
scen to become more and more convinced of the hopeless
wickedness of Sodom ; five titnes he reduces the number o
sighteous men which would suflice for its preservation,
tuingiag it lows to ten, and then he stops; ap man can say
that the place would have been <aved i he had brought the
number «sbwn o one, ur made his request pnconditional § to
be wise abuve what s wiitten is neither proper nae posable;
all that ean be saitd —and itis enough fo encoursge Janre
petitivns—is, that cven i this case God continted to grant

{as Jong as the supplicant continued wask,

¢
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The men turned their faces from thence : thaticfrom
fiehron, where Abraham duelt, towards Sutom.  * The
wen ? spoken of hete ate the twa attendant angels,  Abra.
ham stood yet before the Lord, who was the third One
of his visitass, AL the clase of the chapter we tind that this
One went His way, not 10 Sodom, for 8 sefeence to the
tiext chapter will shew that oaly two came these,

Abaham drew near,  See ffeb x. 1922, This,
gh peshiaps the most remackable instance of mete hu-
man intercession en record, is not the only one.  Some of
the others ate ; (1) that of Judah for Benjamin {Gen, xbiv.
18-34}; {2} that of Moses for Israef on various occastons
{Ex, xxxif, tt; sxxiii. 12; Num. «i. 25 xil, 13, xive 133
Deut. ix. 18} {3} that of Samuel for fsmel {1 Sam. xw.
23}; that of David for Isracl {2 Sam.xxtv. €7} and that
of Stephen for his enemivs (Acts v, 60}

The great Intercessor with Gud for men Is the Lord
fesus Christ.  See Lauah G 123 Rom, viii. 34; Heb. vii
255 § Jobn ii. 5. He does not hamper s mtercession
with any quabfication on the pant of those for whom ffe
pleads, ~ ** He is able to save them to the uttermost that
come to God by Hind”

SELFLOVE.
UY ¥, . KAUKI,

Oh, 1 enndd go throvgh all life’s troubles singing,
Turning earth’s night to day,

1€ self wese not so fast around me, clinging
‘F'o att 1 da or say.

My very thoughts are selfish, always buitding
Mean castles in the aiy,

1 use my love for others for a gilding
To make myself lock fair,

I fancy alf the world engrossed ia judging
My mesit or my blame ;

Its warmest praise seems an ungracious gradging
Of praise which I might claim.

In youth, or age, by city, wood vr mountain,
Sclf is forgotten never 3

Where’er we tread, it pushes like a fountain,
Its waters flow forever.

O miserable omnipresence, stretching
Qrer all time and space,

How have I yun from thee, yet found thee
The goal in every race.

Inevitatle self! vile imitation
Of universal lighte—

Within our hearts a dreadful usurpation
Of God's exclusive right ?

WHEN DOCTORS DISAGREE LET COMMON
SENSE DECIDE,

Maany of the directions for regulating household fabour are
so widely dissimilar that young housekecpers find it dafficult
to julge whick 1o select as the most veliable.  We are sur-
prised, in examining household magazines aad receipt books
to note the numcious conflicting siatements comiag, as
many of them do, from thasz who stand as model managers
and most reliable authorities.

Not many weeks ago a young aad inexpesienced but
conscientious housekeeper came 10 us in the lawest depths
of despondency.  One of her * guides” describest the mode
aof doing cectain important things, as she thoughe, very sen-
sibly and cleasly. Another gave rules wide apart from the
fitst.  For instance, one advised in washing white fannel
to make a strongy suds in boiling hot water, leave the tlan-
nel soaking in 1t until the wateris just eool enough to be
used without burning the hands.  Then wash and throw at
ance tnto } b of boiling water in which » lintle blutng has
been stirred.  Shake up a.s down with a clothes-stick il
cool enough to put through the wringer twice, snap, pull in
shape, and hang on the line evenly, changing it on the line
several times; then fold tightly, before very diy, for an
hour, and press while damp, drasing it into shape while
pressing.  All very carrect, we should say, except putsing
through a wringer, That injures flanned, in our judgment,
akiag it kard and kaotty,

Hut the next authority she consulted was very explicit in
dirccting that flannels must be scaked over night in colid
wates, then wrang into a cool suids, rinsed in cold water,
and if fait, left out aver night to bleach.

This advice, we, for ane, should most ceitainly ohject to,
and {cel that our flanncls were yellowed, shrunk, and in every
way greatly injured ; and yst these divections were given by

exposed to gross outrage.

one who s recognized as good awthority,

|
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‘The young fady Lad the misfortunc to spill sume gresse
on a carpet.  She fies to her bouks of wstructions to tean
how ta remedy the disaster, and one tells hier to bfi the car.

) pet,stretch it ona elean floae, patron toiting water pleatifutly,

and witha st brash semb the carpet very thoroughly ;
pour on more boiling water and serwh again, thea rinee, and

L wiping the four «ry, stretch the caspet v e Tuwe 1o dram,

| then nail it down while wet to prevent” shuaking 3 rne al)
i the wi. ows, 3 a sunshiny day, and tying a coarse dsy
towel vt a bruam, o over the carpet many tintes to absworls
as wuch of the water as can be done, changing the wel
tuwel to a dry one often 3 then leavs the carpet ta diy,

Anather advises soapsids with ammonia, onl{' raising the
carpet to fay some ald cloth uadersieath (o absorb the grease.
‘Thea scrub the geease spot with this suds and, if needful 1o
hohd the colours, put in hatf a cup of beef's g A so0n
as the grease disappears rinse and with old soft cloths rab
$itl neacly ey

Anather gssutes you that an?v quantity of oil or grease can
be extracted from a carpet by laying dry buckwheat tlour an
the spot glentifully, .1ms removing #f to adu fresh clean buck-
wheat fous as oftent as necessary,  When the grease disag-
pears brusk all the floar off inte a dustpan and the capet
will b as good as new—but, never wet the carpet (o take
out grease spots,

The first direction we think ruinaus to any carpet bt
some old rag carpet, the second very good advice, but the
thing the best of all and entirely safe,

Now, wystified by man{ conflicsing rules {and we have
only piven a small sample), what can an inexperienced
housewife do?  sie know of no beller advice than te fet
the good common sense, which in a tue-hearted, sensible
wife develops rapidly in times of responsibifity. come to the
1ront § not to discard rules that are Inid down for a house-
kcc&mr’s guide, but 1o weigh them calmly and accept ot dis.
card independently as caselul trial of each shall determine.
1t is tiue that economy must be kept in mind, while allow-
ing young, untried, common sense the privilege of experi-
wienting, but with care little need be wasted.  Seme tials
may not give satisfaction, Lut if one experiments on a small
scate in matters of food these will seldom be a dish prepared
that cannot be caten with a degree of comfort,  1n cleaning,
repairing, re{mcnaling articles, try only a little spat at a
e ; or make a spot—which is better—on some ofd ray
that witt be no lass if theowa away.  That will give a good
chance of wrying several ways before deciding which will
be the most effcctive on that whkich cannat be thrown
away.

But why should there be so many conflicting statements ?
We eertainfy know how it has oripinated in several instances.,
Many have written on household affairs who have never had
pracucal knowledge. ‘They sce the workings only from the
outside—the surface work. They do not kn & how much
time or thought the mistress of this domain ~ves to the
work, what mistakes ate made, ot what remedies applied to
peevent the mistake being known,  Sometimes mistakes in
cook-books occur by aceident. We recall 2 receiptin a
cook-book that uscg to be very pupular that wail clearly
shew our meaniag, The dish was arrow-raot pudding, and
part of the direction read as follows : * Toone pint anrow-
soot add half a cup of sweet wilk ; beat it smaooth and free
from luwmps, ull like cream 1" Any cook, and mest house-
keepars, will undesstand the Impossibility of following that
direction and the ulter absurdity of it. It would be impos.
sible 10 even moisten & pint of acrow-root with aaly hatf a
cap of milk,  And many a younp housekeeper has grieved
over her lack al success whea trying to follow this rule.
We desire to comfort thase young matrons whose mistakes
arise ofien from no fault of the v, but from a lack of
practical knowledge in those who attempt to teach ; and we
also would shew those who try to follow books as house.
keeping guides that they must briag to their aid their own
judgment and commion sense in tesiing the lessons taught by
the mast able treatises on Domestic Econotay, —3rs, H, V.
Beecher.
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WHAT BOYS SHOULD BE.

First. Be true—be genuine. No cducation is worth any-
thing that does not include this. A man had better not
kuow how ta read—hehad better never leamn a letter of the
alphabet, and be true and genuine in intention and action,
rather than being learnced in all the sciences and languages,
to be at the same time false in heart and counterfeit in f'ife.

Second. Be pure in thought and language—pure in mind
and body.  Ap jmpore man, young or old, poisoning the
society where he moves with sniutty stories and impure ex-
amples, is a moral uleer, a plaguesspot, a leper who ougint
10 bie treated as were the lepers of obd.

Thisd, Be umelfish. CUare for the feclings and comforts
of others.  Be polite.  Be justin all dealing with others
Be penerous, noble, and manly.

Fourth, Be self-rehant and self-helpful even from cacly
chilihiond,  Be pdustrious always, and sclfsupporting
at the easliest propesage.  Teach them that alt honest work
is honourable, and that an idle, useless Jife of dependence on
others is disgraceful.

When a boy has leamed these things, when he has made
these ideas a part of his being~however young hie may be,
however puor, or however rich—he has leasned some of the
most important things he aught to know when he becotnes a
man.

Noxg will have their residence in heaven hereafter who
have not their conversation in heaven here.  None will be
with the Lord forever, but those that find it their happiness
far the Lord to b with them now,—Vm. Fay.




