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pardon to thoso who have in this life rejected Christ ;' that whatover hie secret
hope inight be, whatever lie miglit hope that God would reveal, whatever ho
mighlt doubt, to wvhatever extont lie miglit doubt as to the ineaning of what God
had revealod, ho was satisfied that for the present his business was to warn men
and to preachi Christ crucified te mon, and to tell theun there wvas one way of
salvation and no vthor, as ho had been telling them, aud did tell them evory Sun-
day, notwithstanding what wvas said in that one sermon iii whichi vieivs which had
beon perplexiing hitii for yoars were toc frankly and injudiciously stated.

"Tho qut stion, " he 8aid, Ilhad been put te hini by the convener of the Cern-
mittce, -'What doyoti understand by the word Ileverlasting" 7'asud hehrd answered
substantially thus :-' The word everlasting ineans for ag o f ages, possibly end-
less, possibly not.' De did net deny that the words maight have thie force which
they ail, ho s3upposed, ascribed to theni ; that thoy might nmean endless ; but if
there wau oven a shadow of doubt as to these words having thoir awf ully full sig-
nification, thon there wvas se far a shadow of rccm to hepe-and hoe did hope."

Mr. Macdonnell's expinnations, bowever, were declared not satisfactory by the
Presbytery, and Professor McLaren next mcved concurrence in the second sec-
tion of the Coinmittee's report :-" That in the opinion of Presbytery, Mr. Mac-
donnell's statement embodies a deviation from the teaching of the Soriptures, and
the received doctrine of the Churcli, which this Court is not at liberty to allow in
one of its niemibers."

Th.> intent and ineaniing! of this resolution wvas already plain eliough, but that
there might be ne mistinderstanding it, Mr. Macdonnell asked whiether it wvas in-j
tended te declare by it that no person making a statemient such as- ho had made
should romain a minister of flho Presbytorian Church.

The Mederator.-" It lecans that such a deviation as that which the Comniittee,
lias fouud froin the Confession of Faith, and the teaching of Soripture, in youri
statement, cannet be allowod in nny minister cf the Church."

Rev. Mr. Mncdonnell.-"l The legitimato conclusion is tijat a person holding
that should find his way out cf the Church ns quickly as possible-should find his
Nvay eut, or sheuld be put eut. This 1,seems te me te be the oritical point, and I
desire te understand it fer niy owni guidance, and that cf others whe are geing te
vote."

After somle discussion, the drift of which wns strengly in the direction of the
proposed resolutioil, Principal Cave»l suggested the suspension cf the vote, and
the appeintment cf another committee te confer with Mr. Mncdonnell, and report
in half an liour, which ivas accordingly done. The committee, however, had ne-i
thing to report, as the resuit ef their interview, but merely asked te be allowed
further time, which. was granted, and they were ordered finally te report on tho
2nd May. There the case rests for the present. We sincerely hope that, for
tlieir ewn sake, axid the sake cf the Church generally, the Presbytory wili net feel
conîpelled te expel se able and excellent a man as Mr. Macdonnell, on the groîind
of so'slight a divcrgur.ce from the Standards of tlie denominatien, as the "h lope"'
ho oherislies. Had Mr. Macdonnell fiuîally aîîd avowedly rejectod the doctrine cf
Future Punishnient, the case wvould be a very différent one ; but that he has net
done, and we entirely agree, therefore, with the Globe, when it asks-

IlIn sucli circunistances ight Mr. Mncdonnell net be allowed, without any
danger ta either Churcli or individual, te cherislî a hope whicli is for himself
alotie, and wliich c.-uld net possibly be stnted in public without being seen te ho
in mnanifest conifliot with his own avowal cf what his message as a Christian
preacher is ? Could lie neot be allowved ta hold that doubt, that difflculty, and
that hope, w-lion, as a man of honour, lie says hie will net diaturb the peace of the
Clîurch by it, or soek in any way whatever te miake it a subjeot of public discus-
sion or pulpit prelectien." \Ve shial scon see what Presbyterian liberty anieunts
te iii aucl a case.


