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rebato of duty being granted by our islnd in favor of any or
ail of Canada'a produets, andinl viow of the fact tlîat Canada
is net nt présent asking for sucli préférence, your committe
does net feel callcd upon te make any recommendation ut tlîis
stage.

11Your cominiitteo finds tlîat 148,816 bbls. of flour wero in
1900 importedl inte this market, of which ouly sixteen cornes
from Canada, and they consider that with proper facilities for
shipping, and if Canadiain mcrchants arc wvilling to give tlie
saine business facilities, there i3 no rcason why a largo pro-
portion of this trade should net bo done witb Canada."

FREI,. TRADE vs. IMPERIALISM.
It is gradually becomiug fairly évident that the tiine is nlot

fur distant when Great Britain will havo to makze the choice
betweea Çobdenism and Empire, says the Halifaix Ilerald.
An Emapiro without a unifying Imperial policy, iL says, is nut
permanently possible. An Empire of open doors, M'ith al
other doors ini the world closed agailst, it, is a business
ubsurdity. To eall that an Empire, the hend of whiclî treits
the other parts as se many fereign countries, is a inisuse of
language. It need hardly bo wondered nt t'aiat the Germans
.-hould deuy the existence of a Blritish Empire, whon they
sawv the British Motherland treating the B3ritish Colonies in
trado as just se many foreigui coutrios.

In a certain sense thero is undoubtcd]y a British Empire.
British sentiment is strong, and loyalty to the KCing is
dominant in every Blritish Colony on tho globe. This senti-
ment, this loyalty, speaks with cogency and cfl'ect, and no
dloubit will continue te spcuk; but it is only reasonable to
suppose that as tinie goes on changes will corne. Every
living thing undergoes changes, and a living nation and
Empire xnust bo prepared for them. Evcrything tlîat is to
continue permanent miust possess a chiaracter, or constitution,
cxhibiting u rcason for its existence and permanence.

British sentiment and B3ritish loyalty are strong and may
be trusted to provide for the future, but if they do s0 iL iyill
be %vvhen tho préent order of Blritish and Colonial aflairs is
qucstioned and condemncd, and a now order udaptedl te
existiug and growing needs is devised. Is it, to bc assumed
that such questions 'will nover arise? Is iL to be assunird, if
the afrairs of thc Empire continue te o nanagcd ne botter
than they bave been and are, that no part of tic présent col-
lection of B3ritish countries will ever ask -hat, advautagc is iL
te belong te the Blritish Empire? Is net this very question
boing oveiinov askýed? Are net the Blritish West Indics now
questiening the ndvantage of belonging te u Empire, the
boad ofwhich bas zîo policy for the unification and benefit of
ail tho parts, but when they asiliîat tic unit.y of the Empire
ho recogîîized and they bc accordcd tho treatrnent and bread
of children, accords thora euly the treatient e~nd scraps of
cbarit.y? Ccrtainly tho Blritish West Indies are now asking
this very question, unless current reports are xnost singularly
Ihlse ; and, fain-g ne satisfactory answer, the people ef these
islands, in spite of their B3ritish sentiment and loyalty, whiclî
ncod net ho questioned, arc reported te bc considcring tIre
adviEability of another peliticuil cennectien under which they
hope wben thcy ask, for a chance te labor and live, tirey
would be nccorded thait chance. And is this scriously te bo
'wondcred at? The British West ladies nover askcd fer
cliarity; they asked te be reeog.iizcd as inenbers or the
-Brtisli national fnniiy and te hc accerdti the reaseniblc

naterial bjtnefits of sucb fainiiy relation. lnstead of having
their reasonahie request favorably nswereti, they werc trcruted
as inendicauts. And the excuse was thîat Cobdcnism forbado

tire recognition of a 'British national frtniiy extending over
sens, or tiat thcre wcre no materiirl or trade betielits attachi-
ing te sucli relation.

Furtiier, is it te ho supposcd that the British Wvst- Indies
tire tlie ouiy part of tho Empire whero sucb questioiugi niay,
and pýrobabiy ~îlarise sooier or Inter? ls the question as
te the advutage of hclonging te tIre British Empire se very
far frein being asked la Canada to-day ? Tire stutesmen and
people of thé Motheranud are finingii tire firiancial hurdlen of
dlefcndin)g the wholo Empire very greut, and they are already
looking to the ehief Colonies te lcrid a helping band in tho
maintenance of the dIefences of tho Empire. Whiat is the
Canadian goveraiment repiying? Whnt is tire govertimout
press saying? Are they ofrering Citnadiati support te tho
Royal Navy, orzare tbey ratiier intiînatin that Canada niit
botter défend hierseif? Wiat do al thesir faeLs suggest?
The unquestioned and uziqtrrstienatblc unitj, soiidarity and
permanence of the Empire as at present constituted?

The statesînen and people of the 'United Kingdom scin
quite ready, nay, rather des3irous, te recegnize the wirolo
British Empire as a national nuit wlien thcy wunt, tire
Colonies ts do soraething or give sometiug, but they rcug-
nizo ne snclb national uit for nny ether purpose. In the
British view ef trade, the B3ritish Empire as a national unit
dues net exist. Cobidenismn, frein iLs very nature, refuses te
recognizie the Colonial Empire, and iL must bo admitted that
the Colonial Empire rcturns the compliment. Cobdenisin aud
Empire bave no connection, and are net compatible with cuich
éther. If Britislr statesmen want te recegnize the unity of
the Empire in 011e way, thcy mnust recognize iL in aI ways,
und maust adopt in Imnpérial poli'oy which wiil niake it clear
te ail the Colonies that iL la an advantage te belon- te the
Empire. Thé best intertsts uo aIl British ceuntries lié ini tioir
présent political cennection if proper liaperinl refornis can bc
curried; but tbey wili neyer preper]y censtitute nu Empire
wvith the promise of permanence, wiii Cebdenisia is demi-
riant iii tlieY.otherlanid.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
In the ncw% direct steaniship line trat, is te bo estabiishcd

betweea sorne Caiiadian port and Sonth Africa, iL is dcsired
that Cape Town ho net tie oîîly port of cal; and tIre Cana-
dliar )Inuf-icturers' Association bave cornmuaicuted with Sir

Willam ulocil Lonidon, requesting tliat Durban and Port.
Elizaibethi ho also inade ports of cali. Thre reason for tis
requcst is that hoth tliege ports serve vcry considérablo dis-
tricts, thre rail iraul bourg shorter Vlian by wuy of Cape Town.
Both ports are handicappcdl in ue way, tîrat tibre are net tire
landing facilitios Lîrat exist nt Cape Town, vessels neot being
able te unload nt tie wha-rves-. Goods bave, therefore, te ho
transhippcd la lighiters, and this is te hc considcrcdl la tire
paclking, especially wlîcre the goods are of a porishable
nature.

Some people lu Ontario appear te b niakzig a strugglc te
cstabiih a beet suigar industry in tant province. As a ride wve
believe in a country cultivating a great varicty of industries;
but oven this good rie xnay hoe curried te excess. It sens
probable thrat Ontario land couid ho put te botter use than
attempting te grow sigar beot. It 'vould hc botter for Canada
te grewv aud îîroduco ýw'lut thc B3ritish West Indics necd, and
talzc tire cane sugar of tirese islands in pityment.-Halifax
Herald.

Our estcomcd centcniporai37 secmns te imagine that whlîo iL
is a good ni1e fur Ontario te ciiltivate a great, varicty of
industries, tli ride i carricd to excest wien tire cultiv-ution
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