AUGUST 1, 1S90.

HARVEST PROSPECTS.

So much hinges upon the coming harvest, wat any
definite informatio:n on this score is cagerly sougit for-
Wehave had an opportunity of examining returns from
the managers of bank branches in different parts of the
country, and from this and other sources can give the
following summary as heing about as reliable as can
be learned at present :—-

Western Ontario & Somewhat over the average.

Fastern Onlario : Below  the average in  several
things.

Quebec: A fair crop in most sections but in others
ander the average.

Manitoba ~nd the Northicest : Over the average ; pros-
pects excellent.

The post-office savings banks of Canada had on
deposit on April 3oth last, $21,549.080. ‘I'he amount
ot deposits received during May was $514,559 and the
pavinents to depositors were $706,084, raving the
balance to credit of depositors on May 31st, $21,357.-
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play at cricket or attensis, entertain the officers aad men of Her
Majesty ‘s navy, awld geaerally have a gomd time, v.idout foar of
friend o1 toe ; hat now atl s clanged, and we must Kkeep our
stores or our oflices open il fr7¢ o'k every das. " Another
merchant told me that it bad fornerly been ther custom to take
a holiday wien they wanted i, a1 they had to do was to send
a requisition rontml to their fellow merclints to close 4 acer-
tain time or for & certain day, ane. behold 18 was duly sgned and
observed, norwere the lawe of the Medes and Persiane more rigor-

usly obeyed than was the agreement this made. Alas for
ir proze aud contentment, these wicked North Ameriean
Chinar ien have followed the introduction of the C.LR,, and our
socirbiife must he subservient 1o our cotamon busisiess interests,
How are the mighty fallen ! My remarks regand to Victorin
are not pemted from any feeling of dissatsfaction with the treat.
ment 1 received while in that city. 1 have happily torecond the
very reverse state of affairs. 1 retain the most pleasant memories
of the kindliness and sincerity of the welcome 1 reccived, but
one cannot but be struck with the peculiar feature 1 have out
lined, and the foreefulness of the impressions thies receved
make it necessary that Tshould first chroniele them,

Now let me say, Mr. Editor, that Victoria is putting on a new
garment, the old state of things is passinganay ; hrightuess and
activity are replacing the former condition of sleepiness and
lethargy . new buildings of solid and substantial construction
are .eplacing old and dilapidated structures : a magniicent new
hotel, second to none onthe Pacific Coast, is being erected, and

¢ the price of corner lots is away up.  When the new and palatial

Wedonct hold ourselves responsible for viows expressed by Correspondents -

FROM TEE PATTIFIC COAST.
VicToriy, B.C., 10th Jily, 1800,
Edilor INSGRANCE AND FINANCE CHRONICLIS :—

Indays gone by vou occasionally found space for a communi-
cation from the undersigned, but wanderings o'er the face of the
carih cut short the opportunities, and for months my pen has
lstitscunning. At last, afier many eventful journceys, 1 find
myvselfou British soil, and it has naturally occurred to me that 1
might profitably utilize a few idle moments, put my facts and
mpressions it paper, sead the document to you, and leave you
topublish it or consign it to the waste paper basket, as yvou cou-
sider most desirable.

An American accuston.ed to tne activity and energy of bus.
vesslife in the Eastern States may well nnagine on awakeingin
Victoria that he has struck a mediceval town, remote from the
contact which present day railroad facilities impart, and, revers-
+ othe dream of Edward Bellamy's “ Looking Backward,** wmay
give play to fancies engendere! by a visit to a colomal town of
five hundred years ago, wh o resorrees are all mherent, and
who frem a lack of railroad cr steamship connections fears 1ot
the competition of livelier and mor  terprising neighbors, and
whose business and social lifeisregule «laccordingly. Between
the Victoria and the Chicago or New York of to-day, thererssuch
awonderful and wmarked difference of business activity that 1
may be paidoned if the carly impression of the city give place to
acomparison with ¢ Sleepy Hollow."” Ihavea great many good
things to say of and for the city and people of Victoria, nor shall
Tbeslow atthe proper time to say them, but T must first dis-
charge my spleen (Americans are all dsypeptic and bad livered,
<0 you must expect evidences ticreof), inonder that 1 may here-
after do justice to the Royal City.

Lwas vastly amused to hear from more than one prominent
business man of Victor: 1 loud complaints: jainst the great trans.
continental railroad, the Canadian Pacific, because it had been
the means of introducing competition from * North American
Chinamen ™ (meaning Canadians from Ontario and Quebec,
Your own ¢ty of dontreal 1o doubt contributing largely there-
1), theret y disturbing the peaceful serenity of their ways. One
prominent merchant said:  *“ We have no good times now as of
sore; formerly we could close at midday or even aliday, we could

steamers of that great corporation the €. P R ply between
British Columbia and China, Japan, and the Antipedes, and caif
at Victoria, their cup ¢ f happiness will be complete, and the old
city, rejuvenated, will continue her supremacy,—at least so her
citizens fondly imagine,.—~as the leading port on the Pacific
Coust for your broad and fair Dominen.

Before Telose thisletter Imust reicr toone of Victora's recent
building enterprises, which commands all honer alike from resi.
dents and visitors.  Irefer 1othe Royal Julndee Hosmtal, recent-
1y erected by the oluntary contsibutions of the people, mded, 1
believe, by the Provineial Go vernment, as an expression of thank-
fulness for the fifty years reign of your most worthy and 1llus-
trious Queen. It was my privileges to be shown through cvery
portion of th*s splendid institution, and I must confuss that I
have nowhere scen a building or its arrngements more perfect
or complete than this one. It does infinite credit to the people
whose liberality is evidenced in <uch a splendid manner. It
may he of interest if I state that one of the leaders of the move-
wment to erect this hospital, and one who has given largely of
time and moncy, is not onlv  prominent merchant, hut is also
the representative of two of Lngland's Largest amd woalthiest tire
insurance companies.

This latter sentence reveals the fact that I have sand notlnng
oncerning the insurance interests of the city or Provinee,  With
3 our permission T will defer touching this matter until T have
referred to the other cities amd interests of the Province, the
whole of which of course will only he attended to after I hear
that you have once again fouad room in the CHROXICLE for the
correspondence of o1 ¢« who in the past has signed and will con-

tiaue hereafter to subscribe himself
AMERICUS.

THE “PROVINCIAL PROVIDENT.”

£ditor INSURANCE AND FINANCE CHRONICLE (—

Mostof yourreaders o aware that there is in operation it the
city of St. Thomas, “.mario, an association known as the
*“Provincial Provident Institution.” It claims to have heen
«Incorporated February ist, 1854, under Revised Statutes of
Ontario.” In the issuc of Y%e Globe of June 25th, appears a
long advertisement in which this occurs:—*The Provincial
Providant is licensed by the Dominion Government, and is
annually inspected by the Superintendent of Insurance per-
sonally.”  Several of its circulars make the same statement



