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sblc.bodied men. The usuai desolations
of slavery are vcry visible on this productive
islauid. The eyc meets in every quarter
wiîh abandoned homes, xseglceted planta-
tdons, and a great scarcity of food. A few
yenrs ugo, Tana suppiied nearly ail the trad-
sngv vessels on titis gronp with tiseir. yams
and pigs; but on our late voyage, it waq
impossible to aturchase food of an1 kind.
Famine brings pestilence in its train, z'nd
the inortaiity is greater than in former
yeasrs. Socicty is iii a cousîsletely disor-
g-anizcd state ut the present time, by the
removal of so many natires front their ewn
isiand. More sud stili, many o? tiiese poor
slaves wiii sec their homes no mo.e. It is
reported that somne of the Tanese have
stolen bouts on the Fijis, and put to sena in
dhem, vainly hopîng to reacli their own
ishsssd; but, as they bave in no case suc-
cScird, they have no doubt met with a
watery grave.

A fIýt days before our arrivai at Tana'
the 'ISpunkie" calied to bury a mnan who
Wa been mortaliy 'wounded by a poisoned
atroie on anotiser isiand, and tise captain
of dhe saine vessel was severely wounded
on the head by a blow from a club. WVe
met nt this place aiso the "i.Iargaret Ches-
sel," whîcls lost her mate at Apee during
dhe previous voyage, being killcd by the
natives. Simce these avents happened, the
lIDonalid M*Lean" has buried a ma like-
wisc, who dicd from the effect of a spear
wotnd, inflicteel, it is snid, by tIse natives
of.Mallicolo.

The natives on the west aide of Tana
have -zold much of thecir land 10 white mn.
Efforts arc being made to cuirivate il, but
the clinsate lias proved hitherto unltealthy.
ht is very doubtidt if eliese land transactions
are properly sinderstood by the natives, and
dcvy wiii ai no distant tisue ba a fruilfisi
source of trotibie.

We lave just heard of a very sud event
on tItis island. Two respectablo-.young
mtn from M1elbourne arc reportcd, to have
brn kilIed b)v tise natives. Their namnes
zrc. Messrs. Bell and Ross. They had only
been about three inonths on thse island, and
could have known but unite of thse savaga
disposýition and cuminsa of the natives. Al
tint is known of their death as vet is, that
Idcy were travelling tu a ncighbouring sta-
tion, inistook tieir wvay, and wcrec shot down
Lv hostile natives. As these dccds are sel-
dont done, even on these islands, witisout a
raison, tiiere wvas no doubt a cause, real or
ima~sav It ofttn happens, howvcver, that
de linocent sufftr for tie giity. It issad
to thiîsk of the denels of two young men un-
der stîch circumstances. Tisose who value
their lives and property will find no safeîy
ini de New liebribes, cxccpt in those parts

under Christian influence. "«The dark
places of tise cartis are fulîl of the habitations
of cruelty.'>'

Since this letter -was comnnened, tise smis-
sion at Port Resolution has mact ivith a
severe trial. A severe and fatal ejidemic
broke ont among the natives, frosa which
many ct the natives died, ani, amnong
others, Naukit, thse principal cîsief. He bas
been for misny yesirs tise warmn friend of the
mission. lie hud viot given up xnany of bis
heathen cîtoius, butt hie wiis a straiglîttor-
ward and honcat msan. Mir. Neilson, writ-
ing of the sickness, says-" It bas not oc-
casioned any iil-féeling towards us ; the
people, or. tise contrary, seîn ratîser sub-
ducd and more wiiling to listea to the
Word."

.ÂliwÀ.

Tise annual meeting of our mission was
held on titis sînail island. Ail tise mnembers
of the mission wcre present, except Mr.
Goodwiii, wito wvas absent by icave of the
msston. Mucis important business wus
donc ut otîr meetinsg.

Tite consideration of tha slave trade oc-
cnpied much of otîr time. The mission
unassimoDusiy, agreed to presenit a menéorial
on the suliject to tise Imperial Governament,
and petition for the total abolition of the
syses. Ve have no renson ta itope that
it wili ever bc conducted in liarinony with
the Imne sind henc-volent spirit of tha
ago Tise iaws whlsi have been enacted
for the regulation of thse trade are valucless
ors tisese isinsds, aînd suiv attenipt to enforce
thcm 'vould duosa tise systein t onîce. IVe
have a riglît to expect that sometinig will
be donc to suppress tise rising traflic on
tisesp isiands by a nation whlich lias ex-
pendcd £C2O,OO,OOO for the abolition of
slavery in thse W'est Iadies.

IFÂTE.
Tise stations at Erakor and Pango, are

hoth vacant, tise former by tise death of Mr.
Morrison, and tise latter IV the temporary
removal of Mr. Cosis. 1 vibited botis places,
and found tise peopule doing weil. They

improve ail tise relidiotis priviieges witisin
their reacis. I brouglit wvith me thse Gospel
by Jolin, trarslateel by MNr. Cash, and
printed in New Zealand ninder bis superin-
tendcnce, wisicii was rccivcd as a. mrat
boom. Tise eiders appicd for a xnissionnry
to hc sent dîîring tise scaîsois 10 dispense the
ordinance of tise Lord's Supiser 10 tbens,
wisicis wiil be donc.

Thea sîxtall islands of Fi and Mel ame
stili closcd against the Gospel. The peo-
p le are, however, becoming more fricndly.
Thle chief sacred man on tise former isiamd
aeknowledgcs that heathenism, is doosned,
and says that thse rising generation will be


