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While, therefore, the study of the sciences should be of the greatest
practicat value to ail, there are certain forais of thouglit or study wvhich
are by maTiy suppal)se.1 to be possessed of more elevating tendeincies as
regards thme clevelopnient of the mind tlian otlieis. Yet it seems scarcely
fair to niake any such invidiaus distinction in the "ieof scientiflo
knowledge itseif, but if any such peculiar tciidency is apparent aimong,
the miass of mankind in general, to attribute sitech pectulia:ity rather ta
the part-icular bias of the iindividual hiiself, since it is a wvel1. recognized
fact tîmat the tendencey of the linnan mind in different individuals ia
exceedingly diverse, so that to some the study of the most intricate
problems pertarnng to the sciences of pure matlieratics or rueta-.
p'hysics is capable of affording the highest type of mental dlectation,
while ta otiiers sucli stmîdies are conducive only of wearinesq. and even
of disgust itselfL

It is evident, 1 trust, froni what has already been said, that there
is noth)iniiin the study of tie natu r-ai scienices 'vhichi is not of a charac-
ter ta elevitte both the physical and mioral condition of rnankind, arnd
yet, ini regard ta sanie of these, there is a certain feeling of hostility
displayed ivhich occasionaily finds expression, but which is due appar-
ently rather to a lack of conception of t.he princîples involved in tiieir
study than ta anv other cause ; so liard is it even amiong those
whlo are gencrally considered as enjoying the advantagces of a liberal
eduicatioxi to, cut ent.irely free from the oid leaven afi medioeval stipersti-
tian, belief in wvlicli %erýy aften provesq stron'ger tlîan tlîc exer-cise of tlîe
strotigest conînon seîîse. As ami illustration I may inercly mientioni tlîe
fact that, miot many years ago, anc of tlie inost popluar lecturers of tiiis
city, at tliat time, assuî'ed nie tlîat lie lîad read P.evtliiing whlicm he
thoughit Iî'd a bearing tipon the subject of the creation of the %vorld and
an the doctrine of evoliition, and vet, retained tue impression tliat al
the iilieiiatnena~ whicli have taken place simîce the period of chaos dlown
ta the beginmiig af the seventli day, comîld be easily iiiclmded within tlîe
space of six literai days of twvemty-four hours eaci, froin wvhich we may
realize iii whiat exceedîngaly narrow gro0ve-s sainle liinds, excellenit in
other respects, are. cast. We may be disposed ta regard tîmis as a some-
what exceptionial case, and wvoniler ho'v ans' onie, possesseil of even a

xnoderittc slîare of comniomi scase, can prefer ta cliîîg to the exploded and


