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ARNICA CANA is a naine needed ta replace that of A. incana, wGreene, Pitt, iv, i69; there bcing an Arnica ifcana of Persoan of è nmuch earlier date. 

1 ber.ARNICA cRtociNA, Greene, Torreya, i. 42, first ç;ublished in Mr.Pi*ttonia, iv, 159, by the untenable naine af A. crocea, is nov Inhand from tva additional stations. It is Mr. James Macoun's No. n26,93 i froim dry slopes north of Chiilivack Lake, 26th .july, igo:; thealso NO- 34,074 of thc Canad. Geai. Surv., collected by J. R. waAnderson, i1901, from Mt. Cheam, north of Chilliwack River, butB.C. 
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THE SPOTS ON THE EGGS OF THE GREAT BLUE HERON. I la
Bv W. E. SAIJNDB&tJL 

one
Some ten jears aga 1 vas surprised ta receiie from Franîk L wFarley, then at St. Thomas, but nov ranching in Alberta, a set ai seteggs of the Great 3Iue Heran which bore a goodiy number of jet a iblack spots, and as these spots wcruld flot wash off, it vas mani- hotest that thcy vere a part of the e«g! Although this conclusion fitvas easily arrived at, it vas flot a satisfyung one, as 1 well knew colthat ail (?) herons' eggs were normally unspatted.I ligo b90 r.Robertson, Aylmer West, Ont., sent me a fine set of five oi this tuespecies, ail of which show mare or less ai this peculiar spotting. neCAt intervals this problemn would recur ta my mind, until at bust, ini torne day it dawncd on me that these herons, at St. Thomas and aneAylmer, wee within ten or twelve miles ai Lake Erie, and 1 knew Ithat the pound-nets set by the fishermen for sturgeon, etc., vere lefta favouite feeding ground for these birds; and, marcaver, that th ic'Cfishermen suak their nets with a compoundi ai pitch. This solveciWtthe prohlem. Cicarly the birds got pitch an their feet, off the yelnets, and carrieci it home for the soie purpose (?) of beautifyingWetheir eggs. But if this were the case, then a %olvent ai this pitch Frocomnpound, s-ach as ether or carbon bisulphide, would dissolve and anclremove these spots. This theary proveci ta be correct. and a tliidiligent application of ether ta anc ai the spots rcmavcd it. It is th roplain, theretore, that the spotteci eggs would hciang ta birds who coufishcd in thc lake, andi that those who (cd entirely at smallcr I.


