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TEE FULNZ83 OF CHRIST

"The chareh is the fallnessof Him that filleth all
in all—Eph i. 23.

The word =ampupa bere rendered fulness,
means literally, the filling up, the comple-
ment or supplement; that which fills up.
The church thenis the supplement of Jesus;
the filling-up of Him who fills all in all.
Thisis a wonderful idea. Let us try to
illustrate it:—

As the eternal Logos or word, who was

in the begioning with God, and who was |87

God; the brightness of his glory and the
exg’ress image of his person; the character
of Jesus was complete. It nceded no othier
illustration, no other means of developement.
It shone in its own glory, illuminating itsc!¢
in its own brightoess.  When by _him all
things had been created, those created
things were manifestations of his_ omnipo-
tence, and the wonderful adaptation of their
various parts, and the beauty of their ar-
rangements, were manifestations of his
,Wisdom and goodness. -
Bat.when he undertook to save rnined
man, he came under responsibilities and
excited expectations altogether new. His
course of action is different, his manner of
address is different, his names and titles are
different, in & werd a new view of -his cha-
racter is about to be opened up. He is no
longer known exclusively by the term Logos.
The Jews heard of him as the Messiah or
Anointed One, and this prepared the mind
of the church to hear of him under the

. more significant and ordinary name of Jesus
—Saviour: “His name shall be called Jesus,
for he shall save his people from their sins.”

. Now as created things were necessary to
manifest the character of Jesus as Creator;
0 saved sinners are necessary 1o develope

_#md establish his' ‘character as Jesns—
Saviour.' Without created worlds his cha-
rocter as Créator was not perfect; demon-
stration was not given, belief con'd not be
démanded. And. without the church, a
company of saved sinners, his character as
Saviour Jesus, was not perfect. It required
a supplement, a flling-up, and this Slling-up
is done by the church. Even though Jesus

las the Eternal Word lls all in ail; yet the
- chtirch is his fulness, without it his character
] N .

would be unnunifested and incomplete.

1 His blood he gave as the ransom price
Hor man’s redemption.  But the giving of a
price supposes some thing ought to be
given in return as cquivalent. Where no-
thing is given, the ransont has baen prid in
vain. A redecmer reust have some speci-
mens of his redeeming power, otherwise his
assumption of the character is only preten-
sion. Jesus is the head; but what an un-
seemly sizht is a head without = body. He
is the head of his body the church; without
it he could not be made perfect. “He is
the first born from the dead.” &The first
born among many brethren” From the
ave an innumerable progeny must arise
as the fruit of Jesus having been there.
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die it abideth alone, but if it die it
bringeth forth much fruit” Jesus waslaid
in the grave a bloody corpse; this was a
dark spot in his history, butit was soon wiped
off; for his Father did not aliow him to see
corruption but raised him from ‘the dead.
Even in full view of this hour and power of
darkness, Jesus was filled with holy joy.
For the joy that was set before him: he en-
dured the cross and despised the shame.
His enduring the cross was in order toae-
complish a purpose, viz., the redemption'of
a great number of the human family,an
these redeemed ones” he calls “bretliren;”
“he is not ashamed to call them byethren.”
Bat-without a church Jesus should have no
brethren. Their actual presenceis nece

to prove and sustain his relative as brother;
without them he could not be made perfect.
Hence he prays, “Father I will that those
whom thou hast given me may be with:me
where Iam that they may behold my glory.”
Their final salvation was the subject of his
joy; because he saw in it a new develope-
ment of his own glory and the glory of his
Father. It was according to the divine will
(8chnpa pleasure) to glonfy himself in this
particalar manner; and to his Father Jesus
could say, “I delight to do thy pleasure, O
my God, yea thy Jaw is within my heart.”
Thus we find that the Divine glory and the

quently inseparably associated with the final
salvation and glory of those brethren—this
body the churchof which Jesvsis the head.

Ttison the ground of these copsiderations,
‘we apprehend, that the Apostle declares

Divine pleasure are interweaved and conse-|.

that the church is tie complement or filling-
up of the Lord Jesus. 1lis character as
Messiab, Anointed, Christ; his character us
Jesus, Saviour; his character as Redeemer;
and his relation of brother, and as head. of
the body, are alt incomplete and imperfect
without the church. He must sce the
travail of his soul, otherwise he cannot be
satisfied. They must be with him to behold
his glory, otherwise his prayer is not an-
swered, and his joy would be unfulfilled.,

O how wonderful is the thought, Jesus
fills ali in 2ll, and yet bis fulnessis incom-
plete without the church. Holy brethyen,
partakers of the heavenly calling; what a
scene yet lies before us, whet things we are
yet to hear! 'We are to be exhibited speki-
mens of what Almighty love can do; prac-
tical exhibitions of the' manifold' wisdom'of
God, which nngels will delight to view and
from which they will be happy to leamn.
How much these holy beings may feel
interested in hoaring from their own' lips
the experience of sinners redeemed i who
can tell? Every page 'of our history will
open up to their minds additional manifes-
tations of divine wisdonj, ns seen ifi thé madn-
ner in which a God of Love' squafed' snd
polished these stones, in ofder to'grive tHém
aplace in the living Temple:" Or to change
the figure, every experiencéd' Chrisiian
like the Cherubim of -the‘ancient: Téwiple;
havirg been put into his -beattiful piopér-
tions by the hammer, what' wisdom! Hnd
severe-tenderness will ther be seen ¥o have
given direction to these strokes’ Every
heat, and every stroke, Was necessary ’to
perfct the man of God, and thotbughly. to
furnish him for every pood-work.™ And All
the glory of this will redéuind 16’ Jesas.
The removal of every spot, ‘and ‘oF e¥ery
wrinkle, is to be attributed fo his‘cﬁ’r?;"ahd
the application of his blogd.! * ¥ I~

What & motive is this for the Christian’s
cultivation of holiness. He,is & part of
Jesus; a member of Lisbody, of his flesh, apd
of his bones. We shall soan be with . him,
and ses him a5 he js What & purifying
influence xixxysg sthis hope- exert .upon. his
mind! “He that hath this hope jo him
purifieth himself even as he is pure,”: ..,
Brockville. SRR [ o}
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All my theology i€ Tedticed 39 'tbxsf oar-
Tow compass, Jesus Christ.came, into the

world to save gioders—Dr. Alezndder.,”



