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IXITÂTION 0F XÂRQUETRY.
The beauty of finniture decorated with that expensive inlay,

techinically known as marquetry, is acknowledgeti througzhout
the world. These durface-inlays of the sheli of the marine tor-
toise, or hawk' s bill turtie, with various metals, ivory, anti wooti
staineti anti shiadeti by heat, sometimes with pigments, have,
since their earliest production, placeti a pincely value upon
theim, anti giveni marquetry a position high up in the scale of
originality anti wealth of diesign in furnitume. The seventeenth
anti eighiteenth centuries produceti some fine specimens, noted
alike for their originality anti beauty.

The mnitation of marquetry is no new thing; anti the imita-
tions have by no means been of an inferior character. Long ago
it was accomplisheti in the form of painting by hanti. The at-
tendant expense in its production, being as much or more than
that of the genuine, anti in some points superior in workmanship,
matie the atteml)t limiteti to the effort compdmratively abortive.
This imitation was fluer, often times being much superior to the
real inarquetry, for the trained brush of the artist coulti make a
much truer line than coulti be cnt by the skilleti workman for
the gems, even than those who had worketi so long for the per-
fection of the true piece. It also possesseti another superiority
over the genuine marquetry which greatly enhanceti its value ;
notwitlistantiing the delicacy anti care that is exerciseti in the
placinig of the precious bits that form the inlay, they will "pull
up "or become started if useti very mnucli.

In this process of painting the imitation wood, they are obligeti
to lay their veneers in thein; actual positions, santi-papering anti
scraping them tiown after they are laid. Each separute article
lias to be begun anew anti the whole process gone throngh with
as on the previous piece, sketching, coloring anti finishxng each
diflexent piece ot furniture throughout, making a reproduction of
labor, an i neccssarily swelliug the expense to a large figure. . t
was as far from the means of those whio tiesireti it as the genuine
marquetry.
W, ! have now a pmocess, the one of Spurr & Prang, that is

comparatively si le iii itselt; with results equal to those which it
imitates, producetiat a small expense. The mtal is oftentimes
inferior tu it in appearance. A representative of TBE AmEBtic,(N
CABINET MAKEIt, recentley calleti uî>on Mr. Charles W. Spurr,
who vtry kiiîdly furnisheti hini with the particulars of the pro-
cess, whîch are as follows:

Let us hegin at the very fountiation of the process ; the wooti
!upon whicli titis orntanentation is matie is white holly, whichi
is cnt into thin veneers, 125 to the inch), which while ý'et iii a
green state anti wet, are uniteti at the " extreme of swell," with
paper ; a pure lour paste being useti. Thtis paste stands. ahi
extremes of tenîperature ; heat does not affect it nior colti destroy
it. lit titis stat.e the wq.od is taken to be tinisieti ; being sub-
ject ti to a solution of tartanit. or oxalit. acid for the purpose of
reinoving, any diascolorattons atid cleaning the wooti, taking from
it ahl foreigii sub)stances, &c. Theni a solution of glycerine (otte
part in four of' water) is aîîîlied ; this rentiers the veneer pliable
wid( soft, a mequisite of greit importance, as the wooti inust be iii
a very receptive state that the injipression which is afterwards
giveti nay be cluarly executed anti sharply dAfneti. After a
process of slow desîccation, sati-paper is applieti anti the surface
Of tht. wood niatie thoroughly sntuüothi, as there is no similar pro-
cess ernployeti after the wvork is finisheti, ail the sinoothînig that
thte hiolly vtneur gets being giveni it i10w

Tht. wood iii tuis state, the fimat stages of the production being
coznpletel, is sent to be lithogruphtd uipou. Ouî it then is
printeti the grounti-work anti the fine lines of the design in black,
brown, or whatever may be the ehosexi shatie. The work is theîî
given to artiats, who with pure water colors fill in the bhank
space (that which iii pinting the grounti-work was noV tolicheti)
with whatever tints anti shadings are requireti, following a copy
proviotisly paintei. Tiis is donc in a short tintie, anti then the
veneer is varnisheti, as ahl this class of work is, with French
polish ini omdlinary fumniture varnish, by tioing which the colors
are preventeti from mubbing off a glassy surface is gven. The
work of painting niow being finisleti, (the veneer havin«g been
laîsteti to the paper backinig as alreatiy tiescribeti), it is laid with
a thin -glue size, one-thiri the consistency of that useti in laying
ordinamy veneer. The surface on which the veneer is laid, anti
aiso the caul must be pemfectly smooth anti true, fmom the fact
that the surface of the marquetry caninot be tiisturbeti.

What makes this process a possibility anti brin it to, such a
state of perfection is the fact that the paper backing which is
put on protects the veneer, preventing any glue whatsoever fromn
penetrating thmough the potes of the wood, which is the result

on veneers of porous woods put on the ordinary process. It is
easy to, see from this that the entire succesa and perfection of
the work depends upon this accurate and careful preparation Of
the veneer. It is not too much to, say that the whole feat hiniges
on this-ail the other processes being subordinate to it.

This new work is being used to decorate an upriglit piano for
Hallet & Davis to be exhibiteti at the Centennial ; also on an
organ entereti by Geo. Woods, andi the exhibit of the Horne
Sewing Machine Company.

That such an invention shoulti be the outgrowth of American
ingenuity we are glati ; and that such an ornament, surpassing inl
richness the marquetry that is offered buyers hy dealers ut 80
large a price, can be matie with which to decorate and beautifY
our furniture and elaborate the luxuries of our homes, is a grati-
fication which ail loyers of refinemrent and elegance truly enjoy'

For the information of amateurs, *white holly of any thickiiess
can be obtaineti from any veneer inerchant in B3oston or NeW
York.-Sciettiflc Arncrican.

THE XOKqUMEIIT O? ENQLRBERT IIL

BREDA CATJILJRAL, H0LLAND.

(See page 260.)
The family monument of Englebert III,' anti John of Nassau,

of which we Rive an illustration, is without doubt the most re'
markable o f ai the sepuichral remnains in Holland, and hias fe
rivais in Europe. This noble monument is placeti in the north
aisie of the choir of the former cathedral iii Breda, with its back
against the solid screen-wall, dividing the choir from its aisies.
It is adorned with a great deal of sculpture of very remarkable
excellence. The larger figures are rather above life-size, anti are
most masterly works, both for expression, " pose," and delicate
finish. They represent John of Nassau anti his wife, and
Englebert III. anti his wife, Count and Countess of Breda,
together with their patron Saints, St. John the Baptist, St.
Englebertus, St. Jerome, and St. George. In the ceutre is Il
statue of the Madonna,-this is modern, as the ancient one had
been destroyed in the seventeenth century.

lt is not possible to give the exact date of this monument. It
might have been erected during the lives of Englebert III. Or
John of Nassau, or aniy time after their deaths. Lt is, however,
undoubtedly a work of the very end of the fifteenth centu*y
Unlike the other tombs iii this church, it lias escapeti mutilatiO
in a very woriderlul way :it was probably respecteti be5u5
Williami of Orange was descendedti rom the Nassau family, and
what little restoration was requireti, 'vhich consisted chieflyl,
replacing the statue of the Màadonnia, bias been admimably carrieti
out under the direction of Mr. Cuypers, at the expense of h
'present royal family of Holland. There are many other iue
teresting monuments in this church, anti it contains two of the
finest Flemish brasses in existence, but everyjthing is in the
most terrible state of filth, muin, and neglcct ;in fact, the col"
dition of the church is a national disgr-ace. The nave alofle "3
used by the colonists, to whoin it helongs, and the onîy use ild
of the noble choir anti transepts, as far as we coulti discover, W5o
to air the linieu of the pastor andi his family, as a very extensive
line uf very dleani linen was suspendei from one endi to th e, otier
of the transepts. There was a very suspicions look to the choir'
stmongly suggesting the idea that the " wash " hati absolUtely
taken place iii thispart of the sacred edifice 1I9

We have ilescribed the noble tower of this church, and a-~
the rem)arkable choir-stalls, in a former number. The new
Rioman Catholic cathedral at Breda, - the only other religo1
edifice of any importance in Bretia,-has also been illustratetid
tuis journal.

ln our illustration the iron grille which protects the l0eer
portion of the tomb is oiittei, for the purpose of showiilg the
original arrangement of that portion of the moiiumenit.-flizîdr.

THE TURnisH NAvy.-Tnrkey hias now a flotilla of il gli»
boats on the Danube, seven being ironclads. Thie imuperis1 des.
patch boat Rethymo, after having been refitteti in the Adimirgîty
docks, hias returned to her station at the Dardanelles.

THE authorities of Reggio-Calabria offer a prize of £2,000 for
the best machinemy for t he extraction of the essence of bergaffot.
The apparatus must be cheap, and produce the greatest P 1ble
quantity of essence ini the shortest space of time, anti that vtoe
impairing the purity, colour, and odour of the produet.
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