
EDITOIZIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. 1'

-The Teachers' lieadingy Circle wvas the iiost enthusiastie,
terni on the lips of sonie of our educationists years agro;, but
the movemient that hiad for its origin the idea of establishingr
iii every district sucli an orgranization as a, I-eading Cirele lias
corne and gone, while the enthusiastie educationists %vlio
fouind in the cry a mneans of their own aggran(lizernent hiave
turned their attention to a niewer sphere of sel f-ex altation.
But wvhere the Teachers' Reading Circle wvas impracticable, the
IPupils' iReading Circle is sure to find success, wvhen it is safely
engraf ted with the enterprise ini behiaif of Sehool Libraries;
and it is in fiavor of the establishment of sucli in connection
withi every school in, our province that wve quote the following:
"'Strilziing is the contrast between the school of the past and
thiat of the present. Education and educational imetliods are
rapidly advancing, and success wvill crowvn our efflorts if we labor
patiently and untiringly. Many devices hatve been <iven to;z Zb

assîst us in. our work, and one of the m-ost valuable, especially
to the district sehool, is the Pupils' Rleading Circle. Experience
has elearly showin that it is a great aid inirisn sehool froiin
the rut into whiehi it lias clrifteci, in awvakenincr un interest ini
school work, ini givi ng to eachi one ani incentive to work and do0
soinethinig for himself, to searcli ont the unknown and throw
off' the shackles wvhichi binci Iimi to the monotonous schiool life,
tQuis giving a pleasant colouring to the wvhole schiool. ,Netliods
will avail nothing, if enthusiasin is iiot the foundation, but
reared on this basis, failure camnot corne. To secure this interest,
eatriest and consistent work will be required fromn both teachiers
and pupils. When children are too youngiç to seek inucli for
theinselves, a teacher's field of worlc is" broad, calling- for
original ideas to secuire and rivet the pupils' attention to the
work. Our aimi as tptchers is, or should be, to assist in fornm-
ingy strongr mental faculties, capable of decp thouiglit, and ixot
inerely drilling repeating machines. To secure originality, wve
inust be origrinal. Allowviing the child the book only long
enougli to miaster the contents of the lesson -itsignedI I would
explaiii the lesson. Following this, I would induce the child to
use his powver of observation (for wve begin, with wvhat the
youingest knlows) tien by skilful questioning, coupled with somie-
thing of interest bearing upon the topie, the foundation for the
reproductive Nvork is laid. In this the pupil asserts, his indi-
viduality and unconsciously forrns a, love of natural history
and learns to live witlh his eyes open. Arriving at the
intermediate grade, pupils are sufficiently advanced to assist
themnselves, lookiing- only to the inistructor for direction. Jiere
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