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cauglit most of the prophetic brenth of the ýcoming niorning, 511011 as Blacon,
j Repler, .Newton, Faraday, and others, wcro oarnest students of tho B3ook,
in whvlich they devoutly believed thei heavcns ivere truly refiected, and the
cartli'8 m3'8terics an 'op)en secret.'

1t' is intercsti-ng to observe how inev.-tably caudid inquiry brings mien
back by however cirt.uitous a rond to, the cardinal doctrines of the New

1 Testmint. as the truc goal of hian perfeetness. Mr. Herbert Spencer,
building his colossal system of s'jnthetic philosoplîy, after se wvide aud care-
fi exploration, finds the tremeudous pyrarnid converging to a point wlîosej
tc'p-stoue at last miust be the truith. which a ' littie child' niit at the bo-j
ginningget froin Scripture. For in Iiis ' Data, of Ethics' lie suins up ail in
thic humnble hope aud faitli that some reasoncil foriiû of thie eti s of the New
Testainîct umiiy yet beconie te life-core of society. Be tîxus declares that
flii iwonderful book which lias preceded the mode~rn era is stili in afdvauce of
it a-id reachiîîg towards the sublime ideal as yet imnreachied. Cousidering
Imow slowly moral ideas are evolved, and the specially depressed condition of
human societj' when thte Newy Testament ivas wvritten, the probleni stili ro-
mains unsol.ved, liow out of the least cultiv'atcd nation of that infeýior a-e
there issued an ideal te which the uîinetcenth century looks up as stil tran's-
cending- its best attainnients.

The, conclusion seenis fair titat soute cleutent unexplained aud as yet in-
explicable esters into the origin of tl1vse phienosiena. 'fle book did net 1fail
(lown from Jupiter,' like the Epliesianl image ; it grcw on1 eurthi; it was notf

f ;vritten îîpon the sky in fire, but iii humnait agu in te cartlîly page;
but, tliough, writttcn by 1 haîîd of iim,' that band seemns to have beoit 'under
the wigof the cherubits.' Its fruits and its usaccounitabie, origin place it
beyond the range of niere humnas phenoinena.

110wv diversified in authorship, in ers, in locality, and in for m.. Cern-
pendions stat-entents of scientiflo trath, genealogies, state documents like the
Chironicies, idyls like ]Rutli, statutes like Leviticus, epics like Job, lyric and
didactie; verse in Psaims, concrete earthly wi2domn in ]?roverbs, pessimistie
sighs in Ecclesiastes, comningled history, poietry:. and oratory as in the
]'rophets, unstudied ie.noirs in the Gospels, equally artless records of travel
asd experience in the Acts-epistles whlti uncover the social asd individuai
liîart-hiistory of the titue, aud the gorgeous vision of the evesiisg passing
throughi night te, merning at te end.

But te record is as cornpreliensive as it is diverse, and beiug 80 cempre-
ltensive, lxew compact and clear ini ontinue. liernember the gritn criticisin of
Carly'le upos the disproportionate verbiage of our time, coipared witli the
severe seîxtentiousness of the Pentateuch. In the biands of our ninderix
chironiclers, ho says, 'the accounit of te burniug of a Bruinswick theatre,J akes more space than te creation of a wvorld.2

Yeti again, thioug,,h se ll-rba i]ow synimetrically cosiplete. lt
dees net, like the voluiblo Herodotus, pour an unassorted flood of gossip
throughi its pages. It fidas zail hiistory vertebrate-and. aleng that linoe it
mueves, revealiing the whole structure of flie typicai past. The Cainite races,
the massive Egyptiani, Chialdean, and Ninlevite civilizations, tlîe yarieus
clîng-ing fortunes of the world at large are sot, over-looked, but put iii thecir
incidentaI aud subordinate place-îînd se ite perspective of bi8torý-un-
kuown te the classic ivriters of a far IaLer day-is recogniscd anù: preserved.

I need scarcely hiere diwell for a moment upon te furtîter titouglît se
well emphasized in our imie-Lte coriier-stone of te systern -%hicli 111r.

J3ukl, ir Johin Lubbock, and others have wroiullt te sucli top-heavy pro-
fporti on-that our civilizatios is nornially the produet, of antecedent, iuaterial

asd itellectual conditions. IL is plain that vitlxeut telescope mc ' and mi0Cooe
-pening our vision into the twro îvorlds ]îiddeni, ene by its greatness and
the otier by iLs suîalhuess. freini our natural vision-the sweepingly inductive
conlviction ofLite alI-pervaýdiuig snity weuild netlave saturally ariseni. Whule
the bcundaries of the earti were unknown, iLs symnietrical structure ceuldj


