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Taylor, of Kobe. H-avingy obtained permission to travel in the interior, lie
came, to Okaiyarna, a populous place a hundred. miles west of Kobe.

11I reached thero late in thre afternoon, and reported myseif to the officer of
the ken, who hacý previously called to see me. H1e sent me to a hotel, but
being busy (!;à not cait to see me tili late in tire evening. Wlien lie came,
however, he gave me a hearty welconme, and during his conversation with my
assistant (1 had laid down to rest), 1 understood him to say that lie had been
reading tire New Testament, that hie wvas mi. ch interesteci in it, but That
There were some passages which lie did not understand, and hoe wished me to
explain them. This mari is one of the thîrd oflicers of tire ken-there are
five or six of tire samte r -1k. The next day, when going with hm to a friend's
bouse to feast--for the Japanese must always entertain their guests with
feasta-he remarked, that none of these mnany people whom we saw on the
street kneiv the true God ; buit if I would corne there by and by they would
corne to know Him arnO would believe in Him.

IlWe had a very substantial feast, and on returning to the hotel we found
the governor, the vice-governor, and another of the third oficers of the ken
awaiting us. They received me very kindly, and wished to know if [ cor Id not
corne there and take charge of thieir hospital. They knew that 1 was a mission-
ary, and understood what my work was. 1 replied that I would, be very glad
to corne on certain conditions, the chief of which. ias that 1, being a mission-
,try, should receive permission fromn thre Government at Tokio (Yeddo) to live
-j1ere. Tliey replied that they would obtain that permission, provided 1
would agree to corne and take charge ýç their liospital, whieh I readily en-
gag,(Yed to do. I then learned that thre vice governor liad beez. reading the
Bible, was mucli interested in it, and a full believer li its truthez. At a feast
on Saturday, I asked if -ie could not meet the next day (it being Sun?4.y)
and have a talkî a'oout tha Bible. They readily, c.n-.ented, and the vice-gov-
ernor invited us to nreet at hi' house.

"À.A young man from. that place had been Lo, Kobe to study medicine, was
tirere converted, and lie and bis wife were members of tIre church in Kobe.
I liunted lmn up anrd learnedl that lie had been reading bis Bible to some of
bis friends, and that two of tliem were believers, but lie said that there were
nro others I toid Iimi of our appointed meeting, and ivited hini to ha witlr
us on tie morrow, which lie was glad tc, do. There were somne twenty per-
sons present at thre meeting, mosdly of tire first men of the place. I learired
that tliey aIl had tire Bible in Ohinese, ail of tire New Testament thus far
translated iinto Japanese, and also some Japanese tracts. We spent over two
hours and a Iraîf in talk, taking the firat chapter of Mark as our basis. At
the close of tire iieetingr, findiing so mnany earnest inquirers, 1 asked if tliey
could not meet alone thre niext Sabbatlr, and tIre vice-governor again invited
tli to mieet at iris bouse. 1 asked tire young mn who wvas converted at Robe
to take charge of tire meeting. Re thouglit lie could not ; yet I prevailed
on hlm to do so, through the vice-grovernor's request, by promising to send
him e Oommentary to assist hlm. The trouble of mny trip wvould be well re-
paid, provided I liad done nothing more than. to brig tirese two parties of
Bible readers together, wlio, before 1 came, knew n,)thing of each other.

IlHow was this independent intereat ini the Bible awakened î I do not know;
but probably it wvas through a young mani wro, went from tirat place to tire
United States, wvas tliere converted, amrd returned home, but dicd, sliortly
after.

IlSince, I returrred to Kobe, tis third officer of the Goverument lias wnitten,
saying, 1 Give us tire gospel first and thre hiospital afterwvard, for we cannot
afford to wait for the gospel.' Thus God is carrying on I-is own work in
Japan, where missionaries are umot permitted to, go."l

Tire Rev. D. O. 'Greene writes, that at Kobe a store wvas opened for the sale
of both English and Ohinese, Bibles. There was temporanily a good demand,
for the Englieli especially, but tis did not last very lor-< O-wing, loweverto a


