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IFaturat ILaw

Nthiis lime of war ýand strifé. whvlei nation faces nationi,
4Jwlien arrn faces ýarnly, fieet faes ficut, and mnan faces

niman. ail jutlent upon tlie crushniig of thiat powerful and
Sw'e-iatelbed oppoiieiit, ilie eouintry 's Iaws are but an

nnlsteady rule for national govermlneîît, lable 10 be
elianged at aiiy tiiitw. It rcquires but a thouglit, and those
in charge of thie counitry's affairs nmiay suspend, alter or

repeal, aI a mnomienit's niotiee, lie inost comiron la-w we obt-y. Iii
everýy land tliis is being donc to incet sucli L'iere Ic s s rise froin
tinue to tinie, wliile iii Europie to-day we flnd fouitries whiose ende
of civil laws lias been entirely suspiended and replaeed hy martial
law as the sole iiwasure of riglit andiwozg

But thiere is a law w'hieiî is not changeable. and -wich. utilike
the Positive Law. tiot even suchi a great cznergency as a %var can
suspend. Thiis is tlie Natural Law-thiat kaw wvhielh we feei -%vitli-
in uis and wich guides us iii life by tclling us whazt is riglit and
wha;t is wroing. ''Avoid cvii aud dIo good"' are thie words wiuichi
aire continually en ]sce norcr And w huiilier wefoliow
tliis direetion or xot, ai whcithier ive believe it Io be obliging or
tiot, Ibis Xaturial Lawi% always reinainiS uniiversal. inanifest, un-
changç-eab)le and rc'dueibile to lie oie principle of avoiding cvii aud
doing good].

It is Nzitural Law wlikh tells mani not tn steal, anid even were
thie civil authiorilies not Io deteruinie tIis aetioit as wrong. man
would stili fuel tha;t in doing il lie went against bis inward dieltate,
his conscience appIying the Natural Law 10 Ibis ueeh separate aet.
It is Natural Law' wichl tells muan to, destroy thiat prid-e whichi
would lcad to, qgotistie principles. and thus the e.hureh1, by' ils posi-
tive lav, is nol alonie in comunandiri, the suppression of tliis vice.
Lt is Natural Lau'whc tells un;un to ohcy thir ten roiiniianduiels
give.n to Iimii ky God, ýand these tutu coînmandinents, which for cen-
lurnes !lave been ohiigupon unan.11 arc offiy writicn fortuis of tent
obligations w1hir-h hlave always; existed as part of Natural Law.
Jnd, ;again, it is N-atutral Law whielh leads uman to obey ]lis God. ta

acknwlcge lmi as blis rreator. and to reahize thie grand design
of the Divine Providence, wviiei is based on E ternal Law,
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