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a year later, Lord Durhiam tried to apply another ruling of thie
British Parliament, that liad voted doivn Lower Canada 's popular
governent, lie found such strong and- orthodox opposition, that
lie secretly admittcd the riglits of the people and proposecl, by
correspondence, ivhat lie thoiiglt wvould be the i>iost comnenclable
form of popular government. In Upper Canada, the people's3
grievances were Dot so, profounidly serions; and the rebellion, thiere,
wvas more the effeet of antagonismi between the parties, than of
popular dissatisfaction with Englaîîd. That is why it is more dif-
ficuit to, defcnd Mý-ackenizie 's conduet than that of the Lowxer Can-
adian rebels. The latter had the saine riglit for rising into mutiny
as î.ad the Aricricans, half a century before, thcy simnply followed
England 's ow'n exaniple, îvith the difference that they had no king
to slay or to drue ouit of lus kingdoin.

But the historical imiportance of flic rebellion does not consist
so mucli in its causes as in its effeets. And wvith -these especially
we arceconcerncd, as they show a furILther developiment in the
growth of Canada's responsible governinent. As ivas proposed by
Lord Durliain 's report, the Canadians of both. provinces secured
wliat tlxey had long been hioping and fighiting for. Not later than
1841, and diic especially to flic energetie protestation.s of the near
totality of both voters and representatives, a responsible govern-
ment wvas votcd into existence. Theil and there E.nglaud yielded
to Fier colony îvhat she had scecred for hierself; the Executive ivas
made responsible to the Assemibly; but the Legisiative Council
was flot made elective.

In the course of the xxcxt few years, tlîings did not run as
smoothly as hiad been aîticipated, but the fait was with the Gov-
ernors, who did nlot knowv eliougli to remnain in their sphere of
action and refused te conmly ivith flhc rilings of the Government.
When finally, in 1847, a more tactful. representative camne froin.
England, Lord Elgin, flic contest %vas ail over; Canada had
responsible governilent.

From thien on things rau more sînoothly, as f ar as exterior
interference was conccrned. Internai troubles only could then
arise, and by hiaving in their own hands the power to remcdy al
e-,ils, the people diiniishcd thern considerably; they wvere more
cautious in giving risc to any sucli difficuity. Se it was that
responsible government further developed naturally; autonomy was
then as coxnpletc as it could be, but the systein hiad yet to be per-
fcted. The people hiad learned the secret of representative goveril-
ment; but they stili hiad a little to learn about the workings of
responsible legisiation. Vcry soon, flxey becamne aware of the fact
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