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pire. Assemblics wg..re convoked to ascertain the people's viewvs on1
live questions of ~teday, and-. to br.ing about a genera-l harmony
betwveen the head and members of thc state. A hearty response
wvas given to this generous call, -and before long a system of seli-
governmcnt wais established in towns, cities and provinces. Indeed
by i889, Japan hiad a constitution of lier own and -%as flourishing
as a Constitutional Monarchy. She seems to hiave been peculiarly
adapted to receive -western civilization. She liad developed certain
ch-aracteristics that gave lier the capacity to absorb new ideas and
the aptitude to put them to the- greatest possible advantage. She
hiad not passed from barbarism to, civilization in a day, but had,
by a serics of evolutions, advanced in power and knowledge.

The w'ar with China fin 1894-5 awakened Japan to a scase of
ber possibilities. It also determined lier relative position among
-the powers and revealcd ber truc friends. Plussia, from ail appear-
ainces, w'as to be ber great rival, and l3ritain lier close ally. The
interests of the Japanese seemed to, coincide with. those of the Bni-
lisli, and their comnion cause gave birth to a mutual alliance. Thiei,
wa%ý-s another powver, lîow-ever, whose very nature made ber relations
%vith both tiiose countries necessarily friendly; and, finallyv, led them
to forni a trio to, preserve peace and to, foster trade ini the East.
Thîis -%as the United States. Indeced, away back in 18ý53-4 a. certain
aniount of intercourse existed between the Anierican and the Japaia-
,esc. Commodore Perry' was the first to create a feeling of amity
1.etweven bis countrymen and the subjccts of the Mik-hado; and, -is
yeairs clapsed, tic connections of the two countries became more
and niorc of a friendly nature. Thus, to-day, -%e flnd Japan, ]3ritain
and United Suites standingr side by side in the East.

Wiîlier constitution in good -working order, japan set out on
-in et-a of progress -without parallel .in the lîistory of nations. Shie
advanced by leaps and bounds during the ten years follo-wing the
struggle ,vith China; and, then, a great war created a starra"pede in
everv line of trade and commerce and in every sphiere of social and
national prosperity. The Boxer Rising, of 1900, brought aIl the
Powers together in order to cqutll the revoit that threitened to grow
to vast proportions, and that endangered the ies of foreigners in
the confines of the Celestial E--mpire. flic science of the Etiropeans
soon ovcrc;xnîe the miglit of China; though, had the movernent cm-
braced a -reater area and had -the Chinese, -with. ail -their courage
-ind endurance as soldiers, bcen trained into a proper figbting ma-
chine, nothiaîg could hanve overcome their num.bers. How.ever,
pience -vas cst.-blishied and termis of compensation Nvere arranged

ith te Court at Pekin. 'Russia, after the excitenient bad passed
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