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THE PROVINCIAL EXHIBITION.

1t is proverbial that ¢ a bad beginning makes o
good ending.” We do not put absolute faith in
this axiom, but hope very sincerely that it may
prove true in regard to the forthcoming Provincial
Fair at Kingston. Certainly the matter was
badly bungled at the outeet, and there have been
many unpropitious circumstances to surmount.
There seoms, however, good reason io hope that
a grand success will ultimately crown the efforts
whioh are being made to seoure a creditable exhi-
bition. Financial profits are not to be expaoted.
A Provincial Fair so far eastward has never been
& paying institution, and probably will not be for
some years to come. But our fellow-provincials
in the eastern part of Ontario need the educating
and stimulating influence of such an ocoasion,
and as they pay their share of the taxes out of
which the Association gets its annual grant, they
have a right to it in their duo turn.

THE TORONTO INDUSTRIAL EXAI-
BITION ECLIPSED.

Until very recently, we thought the fertile-
brained managers of the Toronto Industrial
Exhitition had outdone all competitors in provid-
ing attractions for the public. But it would seem
that the managers of the Iowe State Fair have
distanced thum. It is announced that on Sunday,
Sept. 8rd, a sermon will be delivered on the Fair
Grounds, Des Moines, by Rev. Wm. Fawecett, of
Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, Chicago.
On Tuesday, Houn. James Wilson will deliver an
address. On Wednesday, Governor Kirkwood
will “orate.” On Thursday, Dr. Loring, U.S.
Commissionst of Agriculture, will speechify.
¢ Thus,"” says the Prairic Farmer, « there will be
an oratorical contest of no mean proportions.”
In addition to foot races, the *agricultural hoss
trot,” and other common amusements, there will
be * chariot races after the old Roman style.”
Toronto must burnish up its wits.

THE CROPS IN ONTARIO.

The July Report of the Bureau of Industries
recently estallished by the Provincial Govern-
ment is on our table, and comprises a large
smount of ueeful and interesting inforration
about the condition of the grain, hay, and fruit
crops of Ontario, and the year's clip of wool. The
statistics are made up from the reports of five
hundred correspondents, mostly farmers, rendered
up to July 1st, and cowering nearly every town-
ship in the Province. Itisnot claimed that these
statistics are complete. That could hardly be
expected. But we are assured that the - do not
err on the side of excess. As the only fall returns
hitherto made of the acreage of cereal crops in
Ontario they possess great interest, and their
attentive study cannot but awaken patriotic pride
in regard to the land we live in. Our space does
not admit the publication of mor than g genersal

sumwmary of this report, and we quote this us
given by the Secretary, Mr, Bluo:—

“The summary of anorcages shows that thoreis
this year a very largo aron under cereals, the total
being nonrly 6,000,000 aoros. Wheat takes the
lead, with 1,768,876 acros ; oats come next, ocoupy-
ing 1,426,048 acres; barloy is third, 886,460 noros;
peas fourth, 664,464 acres; oorr fifth, 210,080
acres; and ryo sixth, 182,968 acres.

“Tho area under fall whoat is 1,170,284 aores,
and uander spring wheat 684,602 acros, with an
estimated produce respootively of 21,787,841 and
0,046,848 bushels. Thisis a great rolativo chango
since 1870, when the total aren was 1,805,872
aores, and tho produoct 7,301,980 bushels of spriug
wheat and 6,841,460 bushels of fall wheat. The
change has taken placo chicfly in tho Weat Mig-
land, Georgian Bay and Lake Huron counties.
In the last-unmed group, in 1870, the total produce
of spring wheat was 1,161,841 bushels, and of
fall wheat 848,668 bushels, or in the proportion
of 888 to 1; the cstimated produco for this year
is 638,818 bushels of spring wheat, and 8,598,248
bushels of fall wheat, or in the proportion of 1
to 6:70.

« The fall wheat is reported very good on 1st
July throughount the western half of the Province.
It bas rocovered admirably from the offects of
spring frosts, and if the weather continue favour-
able until the harvesting tho yield will be botter
than an average. In the eastern half the reports
are less favourable. In the St. Lawreace and
Ottawa counties there wiil not be more than half
a crop. It must be remarked, howover, that east-
ward of York county a much greater area of
spring wheat is grown than of fall wheat, and the
condition of spring wheat is reported excellent.
Assuming that the estimated produce is fairly
realized, and that the crop is safely harvested,
Ontario will have a surplus for outside markets of
fully 20,000,000 bushels.

¢ Oats promise to be an excellent crop in all
seotions of the Province, and barley and peas fairly
good. The heavy rains of May and Juas, while
favourable to the former grain, were somewhat
injurious to the latter ; but the warm days of the
last two weeks of June caused all cropa to thrive
wonderfully. The season is one of slow maturity
for cereals, and harvest time will be fully two
weeks later than usual. Corn seems destined to
?e a failure; the temperature has been {oo low
or it.

¢ The clover crop will be short in consequencs
of the plant having been heaved by spring frosts;
in many distriots it has been rnined. Timothy
meadows had a late start as the result of a cold
May, but they picked up finely throughout June,
and the crop will not fall far short of an average.

* Fruit 'has suffered severely throughout the
westorn counties, the cold weather and east winds
which followed the blossoming season having
blighted it. In the eastern counties the trees
came later into bloom, and apples especially pro-
mise to be a large crop. There will be a scarcity
of peaches and plums, but small fruit is abundant.

“The wool statistics are incomplete, and the
figures will doubtless be considerably inorezsed by
later and revised returns. They are interesting,
however, as showing, first, the high sverage of
wool clip that has been attained through years of
careful breeding ; and, secondly, that (in obedience
to whet appears to be au inexorable demand of
fashion) Ontario farmers have already made some
progress in the change from coarse-woolled to
fine-wooiled breeds.”

The upheaval of clover alluded to in the fore-
going report results from the improper manner in
which this important produoct is cultivated. Too
many farmers depend on its re-seeding itself,
which it will do in the fall of the year. But if
the winter prove an open one, or there is freezing
and thawing weather in early spring, theze young
plants, not being sufficiently rooted, are heaved out
of the ground. Itis a mistake to grow clover as if
it wero a perenninl. It is not. At the olose of the
second season of its growth the old plants die, and
there can only be renewal by means of the young
fall seedlings. Closer should be treated as a
biennial, and grown for only two successive sea-
sons at a time. Thus treated, it is of great value

both as & crop and a renovator of the svil. Whon
farmors givo clovor its truo place in $he rotation,
there will no longer be disappointmont and loss
from its upheaval, while its funotion as & fortil-
izer will bo more fully performed.

Tho Government of Ontario is to be congratu-
lated on the good beginning which has been made
in tho oullection of crop statistics—n matter of the
grentest importanco unot only to farmers, but to
tho commeroinl classes. We notico, howover, that
somo products which do much to awell the annual
volume of national weanlth are not embraced in
this roport. Wo rofor more especially to xoots,
hops, poultry, cggs, and honey, and beg to sug-
gest that these be comprised in futuro returns.

Mr. Bluo has done his work well, in the face of
many difficulties, and will doubtless improve on
it as he gathers cxperience. It is & new and
untrodden field. When familiar pathways come
to bo trodden through it, Jordan will not bo so
hard o road to travel, and a more complete sur-
vey will bo obtained of the goodly land which we
liave for an inheritance.

FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR
RACES.

Concerning the prize list of the approaching
Towa State Fair, some peouliar features of which
are noticed in another editorial paragraph, tha
Prairie Farmer makes the following highly sug-
gostive observations, which will apply with equal
force to some other exhibitions that we wot of :—

«The Jows State Agricultural Society offers an
aggregate of $18,000 to be distributed as premiums
at the State Fair at Des Moines this year, Of this
the sum of 85,800 goes for racing, $2,100 to
horses and mules, $8,100 to cattle, 8900 to
swino, $600 to sheep, $400 to poultry, $600
to dairy products, 8400 to fruit, eto. Thus it
will be seen that, in the opinion of the managers
of the Iowa State Fair, racing, for the purpose of
maintaining an agricultural show, is worth nearly
three times as much as horses and mules for
general purpose work; nearly twice as muoh as
the best specimens of cattle that the furmers of
the State can bring forward; six times as much
as the swine of tho Btate; more than eleven
times as much as a sheep exhibition; more than
fourteen times over either poultry or fruit, and
over nine times more valuable than butter and
cheese, Horse racing is worth mors in gate fees,
nearly thrico over, than the combined exhibits of
swine, sheep, poultry, deiry products and fruit,
and considerably more than half as much as all
the live stock, dairy and fruit attractions that can
be crowded into the Fair Grounds. Well, we
suppose the managers of the society know what
features draw best, and place their monsy acocor-
dingly.”

IMPORTATION OF GALLOWAY AND
ANGUS CATTLE.

The Breeder's Gazette of July 6th contains the
following item :—

“Mr., Thomas McCrae, of MecCras & Co,,
Guelph, left Glasgow, Scotland, on the 22nd of
June, by the Allan line steamer Lucerne, with
forty head of thoroughbred cattle, thirty-four Gal-
loways and six Angus. The pedigrees of the lat-
ter have not yet been received, but the former are
as fine & lot of Galloways as has ever left Britain.
Awong the bulls are Sam of Garlieston (1610),
bred by the Earl of Galloway; Autamn (1698),
bred by Messrs. Shannon, of Balig, from that
celebrated Normandy line, end Maoleod 2nd of
Drumlanrig (1678), bred by his Grace the Dake
of Bucoleuch, K.G. The cows and heifers comprise
Lucettas, from the herd of the Earl of Galloway;
Killimingans, from the herd of J. Neilson. Dum-
fries; Torquhsini, from Mr. J. W. Wileon, of

| New Gallowsy ; Blossom, from J. Cunninghawm,

of Tarbreooh ; Elrigs, from Wim, Routhledge, Port
William ; Beautys, from the herd of Cspt. F. E.
Villiers, Closebarn Hall; and s gplendid lot of
heifers from Thos. Biggars & Sons, Chapelton, of
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