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Presbyteries of the Church on an equitable basis.” Subsec

tions (8), (<) anld {4, weie agiecd -u, while (e) was disap

proved of. The remit as thus amended was adopted. Con:

sideration of the remit on the Marriage Question was de-

fecred till next meeting, while a committee was appointed
to consider the remit on the Book of Forms, and to report,
Sessions also were instructed to consider the said book, and
teport.  Mr. Thomson's resicnation of his charge of the
congregations of Hensall and Chiselhurst was taken up.
Commissioners frum the congregations were heard, testily

{ngz to the great attnéhment of the people to Mr, Thomson,
and their repret at losing his services. Mr, Thomson ad-
hered to his resignation, when it was agreed, on mutivn of
Mt Fletcher, duly sccunded, that his resignation be ac

cepted.  Me. Fleicher was appuinied (v declaie thie julpit
vacant, and to act as Moderatur of Sessivn. A cuommittee,
consisting of Messes. McDonald, Fletchier and Musgrave,
were appuinted to prepare a deliverance regarding Mi.
Thumson's resignation, The afuresaid cummittee submitied
the following deliverance on thi matter. ** The Presbytery,
in accepting the resignativn of the Rev. R. Y. Thomsun,
M.A., B.D., Jf Hensall, avails itself of this oppurtunity of
putting on recurd its regret in lusing a brother whe, during
the time he has been a member of this cuurt, has won the
confidence and esicem of every member. e grew up to
manhood under the oversight of the Presbytery.  His high
standing in all the educational institutions he attended in-
sgucd the expectation of a brilliant career in the service of
the Gospel of Christ to which he dedicated all his gifts.
His settlement 2s a minister among us was welcomed as
bringing into the Chuich a2 member of great prominence.
His appointment as a Lecturer in Knox College was reparded
as a just recopnition of his ability. [lis very valuable ser

vices to the congregations of Hensall and Chiselhurst have
been cheerfully noted. The Presbytery recognizes the
hand of the great King of Zion 1n necessitating the separa-
tion by impatciug the health of our brother to an extent that
renders it mnadvisable for him to continue in his present
field of labour. While parting with bim and his estimable
partner, we carnestly pray that the God of all grace ma{
provide hum with a saitable field in which he may with
growing strengih contioue i labouring to win souls for
Christ, and that he may be long spared to proclaim the Gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Chnst." This deliverance was
adopted. and a copy thereof to Le sent to Mr. Thomson.
Dr. Ure presented a call from Koox Church, Godench, ete.,
in favour of Rev. J. . Simpson, of Bruceiield, sipned by
307 members and 229 adherents, accompanied with a guar

antee of $900 stipend, and a manse. A special meeting of
Presbytery was appuinted to be held in Clinton on December
6 tv dispose of the call, Mi. McDonald to cite the Brue ficld
congregation. Mr. D. D, Wilsun read a repurt on behalf
of the Sablath Schuel Committee recommending that a
Sabbath School Cunvention be held on the thiid Wednes

day of January, aod specifying subjects for discussiun, eic.
It was agreed to teceive the report, and adopt its recom

mendations.  Citculars on Asgmentation of Stipends, cle.,
were read, and commended to the careful atteativn of
Sessions. Lease was given to Mr. McCay to muderate in a
call at Bayfield Road, when the peuple ate prepared futat.
The next reqular meeting is to be held at Thames Road., on
the third Tuesday of January. -A. McLeAN, Fres. Clesk,

MONTREAL NOTES.

The Chusch at Cote des Neiges was burped down last
week.  Itwas eiccted asa Union Chuich fut Episcupaiians
and Presbyienans, though the furmer hase not eccupied it
since 1875, except fur a briel penod some esght oz nine years
ago. It wasinsured fur $1,900. To tebwid it will cost
about $3,000. While this s being duae, the Rev. J.
Bennett and his congregauun are  worshipping 1a the
Athletic Club House.

The Presbytery of Monrreal 1s to meet on the 25th nst.,
to consider the cail frc  St. Andrew'’s Chuich, Peah, to
the Rev. W. R. Crutkshank, and a call from Vankleek Hill
to the Rev. D. McEachem, of Zion Church, Dundee. This
1s the second time ‘his year that the Dundee congregaton
has called Mr. McEachern, a2n evidence of their determina-
tion to secure his servicss if possible.  The unammity and
cordiatity of the call to Mr. Truikshark are andicated by
the fact of its being signed by 338 communicants, out of
346 on the roll and 2150 by 168 adhesents,

The latc Mr. John Drysdale, of Ottawa, left $10,600 cach
to Knox College and the Presbyterian College, Montreal,
and $500 cach to the Forcign Mission Fund of the Church
and to the Puinte-aux Trembles Schools.  The exccutos
arc at present paying these bequests.

On Sabbath last, the Rev. J. G. Pritchard preached his
fazewell scrmon to his congregation at Danville, and passed
through hesc on Wednesday for his new sphere of labour
Bisbee, Arizona. This town is within thirteen miles of New
Mexizo. Here are lane copper mines, employing 150 men,
owned bya joint stock company, whose principal share
holders are Presbyterians, rcsxdingiirx New Vork. Hitherto
the mines bave been vrought on Sabbaths, as well as week
days, and theze has been no missionary in the town. The
compaay have resolved that hercalter thete will be no Sab.
bath labour. At their own expense, they have secured Mr.
Pritchard s services, and are providing a library for their em-
ployees, which is to be under hissupervision. laving himself
been & miner for many years, before studying for the minis
ury, he has special adaptation for the work to which he has
been called and his many frieads in the Province will unite
in wiching him success and comfort in his new sphete of
usefulness.

Rev. Lr. Jardine s here at present solicit:ng aid for the
new high school building to be erected at Prince Albert,
N.-W. T. He preached last Sabbath in Erskine and Calvin
Churches, and lo-morrow addresses the congregatons of
Knox and St. Gahricl Chusches. ke has already secured
upwards of $3,000 for the buildiog, and hopes to have this
tarpely ancmented before leaviag Moatreal,

The Rev. C. Chiniquy visited Moatreal laxt week, and
Jectured 13 Jarge congregations in Knox Churchon Wednes.

day and Erskine Church on_ Friday evening, both churches
being ctowded tu excess.  The veteran so:dier has lost avne
of his old time fite and courage and eloquence. Never was
he more cordially teceived in Montreal, and pethaps never
mote highly appreciated than during this visit.  In those
days when so many of our politicians and others speak
and act as if they were continually apologizing for bein
Protestants, and as if the Reformation werze a mistake, 1t
is well to have some one like Mr. Chiniquy, with strong
convictions and courage enough to remind us of what
Romanism s and what she would be in this country did she

vssess the power.  No Church is more aggressive in the

ominiun, and su tamely do our peuple submit to het er
cruachmenis that some of out stuewdest and must ca.nest
men do nut hesitate to say thai * Protestaniism is Jyeng out
wn Canada,”  \When you find men commending the Church
of Rume atnl declaiming aguinst those who have the cuurage
of theit cunvictions as Protestants, when yuu hind membicts
and even office beaters of Churclies fid ashamed o say tha:
they cuntribute to the maintenance of Ruman Cathulicism,
ts il 1o be wondered at that the conviciiun futees itsell upur
the minds of sume of our best peuple, that Proiesiant sents
ment is un a wane in the Duminion? Mi. Clunigquy was
happily unmolested duting this visit.  Precautivns were
taken and a large numbet of police in private dress were on
hand at ¢very meeting, but all passed off quictly with the
exception of a very slight interruption during the lecture in
Erskine Church.  In addition to the English meeting, Mr.
Climquy addressed a large French congregation, including
many Roman Catholics, in St. Gabriel Chutch, on the
evening of Thanksgiving Day. e left Montreal fur Louell
on Saturday morning. Alter a brief visit there and at Fall
River he returns to his home in Sie. Anne, Whinws, n the
first wcqﬁ) December,

Inno ix‘cr year was Thanksgiving Day better observed
in Montrea .-gudgmg from the attendance at the Church
services.  In St. Paul’s there was a full average Sabbath
mormng congregation, and a collection of upward of $150
for the poor. In Erskine Church the pastor was assisted
by the Rev. Dr. Wardrope, of Guelph, whao delivered an ex-
cellent and appropniate address.  In Chalmers Chuieh, be-
sides the morning, service, there was a socual gathenng in
the evening, the occasion beiog the sixth anniversa y of the
Rev. Mr. Heine's induction. In St. Mark’s Church zalso.
1n addation to the Thanksgiving sermon 1n the motning, the
Rev, J. Nichols lectured on the laic Genexal Gordon at
night. In some of the Churches service was held only in
the evening, and at nearly all the services special promr-
acnce was given to music and appropuate Thanksgoving
hymns. Lspecially was thes the case mn Rnux Chuich,
where the setvice partovk laigely of a musical character
with a umely address from the Rev. J. Fleck on ** Union
in the dtate, 1o the Church and in the Family.” The church
was not only hlled to overfluwing, but large aumbers were
unable to gain admission.  The choit numbered spward of
forty voices, embracing many of the leading vocalisis ot the
city, and the anthems, quartettes and sulus were sendeted
with exquisite taste.  The sweetness of tone of the hand-
some new organ was very hughly apprectated.  The aadress
was an cloquent plea fur tiue uniun tn the diatce—nw Feance
or Scotland or Ireland frst, but Canada; in the Church,
that the Saviour’s prayer that they all may bs one may be
answered ; and in the family that Thanksgiving time may be
a time for healing breaches in homes, forbzzting one an
other and forpiving onc another in the spirit of Christ. A
liberal collection was taken up at the close on behalf of the
catension of the Pointe aux Trembles Schocls.  An oppor
tanity was piven to the children of the ©»» _n! Street Sab
bath Schoul to bring thank offerings for the children’s ward
of the General Hospital. Many availed themsefves of it and
Lerought toys, picture books, fruit, cakes, ctc., as well as
$0.05 in money. The collection of the congregatiun was
also for the hospital, and amounted to $115.16.

Mr. Thumas Galluway, of the township of Scot,
Ontariv, lectured in St. Matthew's Chu.ch on Tuesday last,
on * Fifteen Mounths in a Surgical Ward ina New York
flospital,” a thrilling navrative of personal experience,
which drew forth the sympathy of the large audience prosent,
The Young People’s Literary Associaiton of this Church has
prepazed and printed a syllabus of entertainments to be held
weekly during the winter. {115 must atiractive and vaued,
including debates, lectures, veceptions, musical entertain
ments, elc., and gives promise of many pleasing and instruc-
tive Tuesday cvenings 1n St. Matthew's Church school room
this winter.

The Sabbath evening sermons to the young in Stanley
Street Church, by the Rev. F. M. Dewey, are being l:rgely
atteaded.  The third of these, on ** Manliness,” was given
last Sabbath evening. The young people’s prayer meeling
on Sabbath, immediately before the morning service. has an
attendance of twenty, the great majority of whom take part
in the mectings. The recent commaunion service in this
Church was held on the evening of the Sabbath, and was
well-aitended, there being 180 at the table. Thirty-new
members were recetved, chicfly on profession of fasth.

ORITUARY.

MR. TOHN THOMSON.

M1, John Themson, clder in the congregativn of Nurth
Gower and Wellington, died at his late residence, Notth
Gowcr, on Friday, Oct. 21, at the catly sge of forty-three.
His patents came 0 North Gower aboat ﬁﬁy vears age, and
have always, alunp with theu family, taken a deep nterest
in Church work. 1lis grandfather and father held the office
of clder in succession.  He was unanimously clected 10 sue.
czed hus father in that cfhice about three years ago. For
over tweaty years he has beea precentor and choir leader
for the congregation.

A memenal savice was held at the church, North Gower,
on Oct. 39, The chuich was deeply draped. The pastor,
Rev. R. Stewart, preached to 2 large copgregation from
Luke xii. 4-7.  Few men will be motc missed in the con.
gregation.  He leaves 2 widow and one child, who have
the warmest sympathy of the congregation and community.

Sabbath School Teacher.,

INTERNAT!INNL [ SSONC
Dec. 4, l

.o} PARABLE OF THE SOWER, | M.

Gorues Teat.—The Seed is the Word of God.—
Luke vit. 11,
SHORTER CATECHISM,

Question §1.—In telauon to the true worship of God,
there ¢ e certain thangs pusitively [orbndden vy the decond
commandmemt.  The worshippuag of Gud by images s
disuncily specfied as a vivlauvn of thes law. Thus all
wolatry 15 cundemned.  The use ol piciates ana images in
places ot pubue wutship is conrary o the law of God, and
no excuse, o paluaaun, fut the use of what He has fur-
tidden can be held vaud. It o nuless o vivlatiun of the
second cummandinent w wmsinaie fotms of wurship which
have nut the sancuon of Sutspnutes The decund Command-
inent dues oot cundema arg, wul s most cmphatcally con-
demwns art as an ubyeet uof wurship,

INTRO®TCTORY

A parable may be hkened tv a pictonal allustration. It
presents to the mind a pcture of what 1s famliar, and uses
1t as a means of imparting moral and spintualt truth, It was
frequently employed as a mathod of instiuction by Eastern
teachers. Our Saviour used the parable as a means of set-
nng forth the glorous truths of His kingdom. The first re-
corded of these, the Parable of the Sower, forms the theme
of this lesson.

1. The Sower.—Iun Palestine, as in most Eastern coun-
tries, the farmers who cultivate the soil do not live apart
from each other as ours do, but together in villages for
mutual protecticn.  Great crowds were attracted by the
Saviour’s teaching The house was too small. He goes
furth to the lake, enters a ship and speaks to the multitude
gathered onfthe shore His unparalleled parable concerning
1hs kingdom. The Word of Salvation is often in Seripture
spohen of as seed.  Chrst 1s the Great Hasbandman, ~ His
apostles also scattered the good seed of the Word, and so
in every age alt who tialy pruclaim and teach God's way of
salvation are employed in the blessed work of sowing “the
seed.

11. The Seed by the Wayside.—The fields in the
East ate aut teaced sn, suads vass thrwugh them,  They are
hardeacd by cunuinual use.  Sume of the sced thrown from
the suwer's hand wuulu fall on the and beaten path. It
fuund nu ludgment in the sol, but lay on the surface tempt-
ing the birds as they flew arvund.  Thus the mind that is
hardened by sin, unbelief and the deadening effec's of earthly
cares 15 in an unfit state to receive God's truth for salvation.
The Psalmust says, Thy Ward have I hid in my heart. In-
tu the calluus and hardened mind the truth does not pens-
wate.  The furolous thuught, the passing fancy, evil desires,
uhe the lards of the au, ate evcs scady to puunce down and
devour the good seed.

1il. On Stony Ground.—To outward seeming, the
soit here 1s more promusing than the trodden pathway, but
1t 15 not deep encugh, underneath the shallow surface 1s the
impenetrable rock.  Such soil as there s, 1s excellent, the
gran quickly germinates ; but there s ne place for the root
tendnts to extend, they cannot draw nounishment from the
barzen rock.  The s:alk shoots up with great rapidity, but
the hot bastern sun scorches it ; then it withers and dies.
It cannot grow to matenty. There are many impulsive
natures that nghtly feet the impressions of the truth.  They
arc affected by 1t, and receise 1t with joy. Beneath the
emotional sutface, however, is the hard and stony heant
which gives back av respunse.  Lufficuiues, taunts, opposi-
tion, persecutivn, cunsume the vitality of many 2 farr but
shalluw promuse that quickly withets away.

IV. Among Thoras.—In this case the soil was geod.
It had been carefully prepated and the good seed had been
cast into 1t, It bLegan to grow, but other seeds and roots
were hidden 1n the ground. To produce 2 good crop the
ground must be clean. There were iazy and careless far-
mers in Palestine, who, like some of the present day, per-
mit thorns and thistles to et possession of the soil.  They
may be cut down but their rootsare in the grourd, they grow
up agair and choke the good grain.  So it is with many in
God's spuntual kingdom.  The conditions bave been in
many respects favouravle, yet the cares of the world, the
concentratton of the mind and heart on carthly things, and
the decaitfulness ot tiches, their vain promise to %:cstow
happiness, the blunting of the moral sense in their acquusi-
tion and their nfluence in deadenming the soul to the
perception of the things of wfimte value, have prevented
the good sced of the Word from reaching maturity,

\. In Good Ground. —lere everything 1s as it ought
tobe. Thesoil is good, has been carefully prepared, the
good sced sown has had free scope, and the tesult is good
gran and an abundant return, though in varying degrees of
fruitfulness.  In spirtuai things, if we would profit as God
designs we shoutd, we must hear the word attentively, with
unptejudiced minds and open hearts 3 with the soul in
sympathy with the tuth that we may understand at.  Thea
by God's Spuit this must result an fnut beanng—doing
the truth, loving it, clinging to it in the face of discourage-
ment and cpposition, it need be.  The frart wail be unto
holiness aud the end cvetlasung hife.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

The sced sown must be the Wozrd cf God, nathing else.

The soil must be carefally prepared for the reception of
the good seed. It will not grow an the beaten path, on
stony ground o7 amengst thoras,

The Holy Spitit aione can impart life to the sacd sowa.

The good sced sown in good ground will wsue ia an
abundant harvest,



