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THE CÂNADIAN PORCUPINE.
Erethdson dorsatis. ( N.U.

Titis ver>' shy and rctiriug animal stili exis<s i~n njimbers in our Province. lus
hones found in the kitclîen nîiddens, mixed with shelis, provo lie vtricci the diët of
those ancient fislî-eatcrs, vto, have lcft tiiese tîteir only marks on our shores. A

,ey a -e specimon, at Staudilo~'s Saloon, iiieaàui:ed, %;lien dead :-To Illegt~
25 luches; lengfli of Lail, 4t ine les ; length of' hind paw to tip of nail, 3j inciles;
length of quihs, nearly 3 lurhes. The genoral culor ivas black, thougli a fcw long
hiairs tipped wvith %Nv'hitec 'ave it a grcyis5 appearance. IL waý covcred with spines
f'roin thie foreliend dver lec back, upper surfaice of the arins, legs and tail; -undei
surface of the anus and letg aud bellî' hiad no spineâ, but were covere4( with dusky
hair. Thelse Sf lues iee overed an( conctealed by course hiair, exccpt on the bak*
of tire lieadl, time lower ialf of tire back and aitti persiaeoXteLu
these parts the rpines or quilîs, wlrite ivith black tips, lay in titick parallel rove,
like thie teeth, of a fine iivory comxb. lu figure lie lias a sb9rt blutât bond, cars buried
in hairq. an eye sad<e dul, )yét very expressive, a short 'neck, and a very archcd
back. Ilis armis and legs are very- strond. 'l'lie flrst time I inet wltlî hlm, wa.4 on
the bordons t' I,ake Rosiguol. ur sÎock of provisionq ivas scarce; our Indians
higry. lie was knocked ovor, seorchied in tlîc ire, scalded iii a pot of bot water,

-seraped, oked and enten in liaif in heur. Years aftenwards 1 came, upon one on
the soutbern siopes of the Dalreu.11e bills; bis Irigh, awkward gallop, with his baek
arelietl and bristliirg, and rattli . lthquills, wvas soon stopped by a stout, stick held
on hlm, and I niade him a captiv'ewaiM Uposite(I him in a barrel. The itext day
Miy pet wvas installed in a pou of bSirds. For several days kc ko pt bis head buricd
betweoen Iris fore legs, and alwvays presentecl Iis archcd and bristling back towards
ine, bis teau movingqý barkwvards anrd forttrds. I tein pted hM wîth. hernlock and
Spnnice, potatoes, fresh raspberries, tender lettuco, aInd soon %von bis confidence.
lie now was sniootlr In my) presence, neyer put ltlmsolf in arrned arrày, sat up on
bis hind lacrs, and used bis fore paws in lroldkug1 food te, bis rneuth. , Raving 'a collar
bone, lie à1ed bis paws, ivith tIre palIns uipwar , as wve use our own bauds, fot like
squirrels, ivîmo use thre baeks of thcir paws for time saine purpose. Ilii great duli
cyos were aIt thec time casting sby, sad, but most expnc~v glarpcc at me; once ho
escaped into a young wiIIow tire, and sat, gatberiug iu witbhlis bain>' pays .4nd enat-
ing the te'iider shoots; tie truc geL a tripzmng that ten )-cars aflçrwarde tnglit ho
sec"r iu its growth. My p et soon attractod tlîe neiglibers; flrst the idle school boy,
frodn tire village sehool -bard bv, Who seon found tIre mens, b>' peking soft ine
sticks at hlm, to get a crop of quillseticking lu- the soft woed. I had te proteet bis
temper frein thcse attacks. Niext Indian M&oIy, coming witlî roft moccasirrcd foot
on ber bcgg njg rounds, (most gracefut of meudicaigs, taki ng ber dole of fiali or meal
ivith that prondl litmimlity tbat made yen ber vassal and she a foet hemn princcss
reeeivinghe (ldues,) peepirg over the pn, says: tgIndian people kecp. poreupine."i
"1Do the>', Moîlly ;« and idiome dd they keéep thlem ""h epthi ucm,
ln and out, neyer go Woods again, just like little dog." IlAud wbat did theyýeat VI
"1Oh, me don't kuowý, s pose cat everything, eat bread, ent petatoos, eat meat, and

* drink somip tee," says MeiIoy. Here was a chapter of nat ural history, j3ust freali
frein the forest. My old neighbor, Bombardier Telfar, Who bavir)g served Her
Majeýty in ove r'quarter of the Zlobe'bad chosen our village -as hie filial resting
place, (ho bas liong since got isa freelrold of- cburch-yard mould,X now Mans bis
*well-brushed jacket of arti.llery blue'over thec pen, anid says: When,,Wo la>' in the


