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weté passed by the English Parlia- -
ment in defence of English rule in,

Ireland, and they would have been -
passed ‘us penal laws with equal:

harshness and severity whatever'

had been the réligion of the Celtic

population, if only that population

had risen against the aubhonty of

England.

If the confiscation: of thé pro-
petty of the rebel land-owners was
unjust;-undo it all—(cheers):

"If, in the name of justice, you

are to trace back so far the reotsof .

things in Trish history—if you are
to muke one revolition in thé
sacred name of justice—thien in the
name of justiée also give bdck to-
the descendants of the owners of'-
these confiscated estates what you
took from them. (Cheers.) But:
do not mock them by telling thém, -
¢ Protestant aScendmcy in l'md;ls
an eyil thing in Iieland; and’ how
shall'we deal withit? Why niie-
tenths' of the land being in- the
hands of the¢ Protestant landlord

and one-ﬁeuth in the hands of phe';
clergyman, e will sat'sfy your -

demand for Justlce by ousting from
his possessmn that one plopnetor
who is most popular, most con-
stantly resident, and “least offén-
sive, and we wﬂl retain in all the’
bitter tenicity of his original ten-

ure the proprietor who is most .

offensive to you, and whose posses-
sions you most covet.” (Cheers,)
Do noble lords imagiiie that' the
. Inish people will be satisfied with
that? Do you; hdving' to- deal

thh the most’ quickwitted people

in Europe-—people whose eyes are
very closely fixed ‘on this question
—do you believe that they will be |
anythmg but "bitterly (hs‘ippomted
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when you tell them, «We are .
about to tear down, this-flaunting’
flag of Protestant’ aécendancy.”
and then tedy off no more than the
ledst corner of it? (Cheers.)

The Irish peasant had  been
taught that murder® and outrage
were necessary to- stimulate the
conscience of English statesmen,
and his answer to such promises as
this bill appeared in a handwriting

_which had 50 oftéri made Enghsh

statesmen tremble, though it need-
ed no Daniel to interprct it—he
said he would be satisfied with o
less than the possession - of this
land, which her Majesty’s govern- -
nitnt had no intention of giving
him. (Cheers ond counter-cheers.)
But was the bill a politic one?
How should we judge of the poli~
cy- of any measive affecting: Ire-
land ¥ Sutely it should be'a tieals
ing, an alleviating, acxvxhszr niea-
sure ?* Let us apply thése" tests :
The noble Earl who introduced
this subject last -evening asked us if
we ought not to deal with: Ireland
as we-would that we should'be done
by ; and had I had the-thonor to.
follow the noble Eml I should:
have ventured: to ask the question,
4 Which Ireland do you mean ?”
(Cheers.) There is the Ireland of
the north and the' Ireland of the
south. Thoss are two: and very '
different Irelands; but in my Jjudg- -
meut there are thlee. There is

. Protestant: Ireland theré are the -

Roman ‘Catholic peasantry ‘of Ire-
latid, and distinct from both<a '
nation within a nation, with a* sep- g
arate allegnnce~—xs the Rpjiitin
Catholic priesthood.  You have to-'
consider each- ‘of ‘these "three par-’
ties when you aré-about to- carry
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