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THE EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 1

Some gzood thing, some truth that ap-
peals to the reasonable part of man.
must lie in these ancient religions to
account for the hold they have Tetained
upon millions of minds for centuries.
amd secondly fer their power to seduce
from their faith some nominal Chris-
tinns of to-day.  In making such an
allowance. we do not detraet from the
superlative excellence of  Christianiiy,
nor ¢iall in question its exclusive claim
where its principles are properly uader-
stood. bhut we learn to appreciate the
strength of U at resistance which think-
ing millions have offered for ages to the
herald of the croxs wlhose cry is still
¢ 0 rock, rock. when wilt thou bireak ?2°

Down 1o the present day. Chris-
tianity has suffered one and only one
wreat defeat. Under like conditions it
may yet meet with another. That de-
feat was the almost univérsal apostacy
which followed  the Manometain  con-
‘quest through ihe centuries hetween the
Fuixe Trophet and  the scitlement of
the Oitoman Turk in Europe. . When
AMahomet arese, Christianity was dead
sve in name in the 3ast. Theological
disputes on the one hand. idolatry and
will wership on the other. with gross
depravation of mornls, kad taken away
her lifes blood and left Inr a corTupt-
ing circase.  Ier condition wax that of
the Churel: of Sardis, with the mere
name of life.  Therefore, when
Yigorous young mution arove. fived with
reliious ardor. believing firmly indivine
soversipmty. sceepling e prophicttioad
of Meoxexand  Je=ux inculeting  temper-
ance. and hating  idolatry. its moral
foree  was more  than the  enfecbled
strength of  Christianity could  with-
stand. From  the Atlantic coast of
Africa to India. and from the Caucasus
10 Aden. it went down, and mreat was
the fall of . There are many who
question whether the world was noet a
mtiner wather t* 0 a loser by the
change. for it dees not  follow that
everything which  calls itscl€ by the
Christian name is ‘ipso facte,” superior

to a non-Chvistian creed.  The Chris-
tianity of many communities during the
worst part of the middle ages was in-
ferior in moral and spiritual character
10 the religion of Mahometan and Jew.
The Abyssinian Church  of to-day is
Christian, but few would care to occupy
the position of its apolegist. A thing
may call itself by the Christian name
amd even  attribute divine honors te
Christ, while its conceepts of Godhead
and of duty may be more un-Christiike
than those of so-called heathen. Con-
sidering how often. and in how many
plices, the church has sunk thus low,
it is a marvel that the defeats of Chiis-
tianity have been so few. There must
be =omething wonderfully stroug and
buoyant in st creed the adherents of
which., all the world over have done
their best to make shipwreek of. This
they do by failingg in various ways to
realize that Christianity is the person-
ality of Christ. The personality is two-
fold. to use the tauguaze of the Shorter
Catechisin, telling us what wman is to
bhelieve concerning God, and what duiy
Gad requires of man.?

There was a time when the incons:-
plete svstem of  Christianity  called
Judaixin, stood in opposition to but one
other  religious  system.  existing  in
various forms. Thiz was olytheism,
essentially one in Syria and Eggyrpt, in
Armbin and Assgriz. in India and in
Greecee  In these different Innds the
supreme aml  the subordinie  deities
bore diverse names and were clotiied
with diverse sutributes, but their raison
d “etre was  the sanmie in every case.
The religicus peaple of these lands wor-
shipped and served the creature nore
than the Creator, aud  the creature
serves by them was Lo iwere stock or
stone.  mountain or wiver, hut 2 per-
sowality in which they took a persenal,
wribai. or national interest. The ances-
tor worship of the Chinese. the deitica-
tion of Egyptian  I’haraohs, the apo-
theosis of Roman  ewmperors. like the
canonization of Romish xuints, are ex-



