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M~E PRAYER 0F SOCRATES.

Grant, %) Olympian gods supreme,
Not my w'ish, and not Iny dreain
Grant mu neither gold that shines,
Nor ruddy copper in the mines,
Nor power to w'ield the tyrant's rod
And be a fool ztnd sem a (roc],
iNor precious robe with jewvelled fringre
Splendid v'itlî sea-born purpie tingre,
Nor silken vest on downy pillow,
iNor hammock liard on hieavingr billow;
But give ail goodly things that be
Good for the w-hole and best for mie.
My thoughts are foolish, blind and crude;
Thou only knowc*st what is good.

-JOHN STUART BLACKIE.

,ýOTES.

IN the year 1817 Berzelius dîscovered a new element, whose
weighit is about four tinies that of water, its color reddishi
brown, changringr on exposiire to a leaden gray. To this ele-
ment, which is found associated withi suiphiur, lias been gilvenl
the naine Seleniinin. It possesses nietallie lustre, and is brittie,
thougli easily cut or scratchied. About ten years ago a peculiar

13


