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thousancid King's troops shut up!
XVeII let us glio in and we il soon finci
roorn."

Gagre wvas grcatly reinspiriteci bv
thesc new troops and cleteriiiiec to
take the offenisive at once. The
patriots werc constantly onth.
alert, anci as the timie for the ine-
v'itable conitest approacliec, they
b-gyan to sec the necessity of coin-
bined action. General Ward was
by mutual consent, recogniizecl the
commanding- oficer.

The position of Boston offereci
very advantageous places for fortifi-
cations. There were tw() es1)ciaIly
which were the keys of the situations,
Dorchester Neck, and the penlinsula
of Charleïtowni. Gagýte intended to
fortify these points but wvas out-
wittccl by the pxatriots who discover-
ed his (leskîgn, anci fortifieci lreed's
H ill.

This decision corne in the nature
of a surp)rise, and so nio fit prepara-
tions could bc made. Ammunitioni
wvas the recat lack, andi this very
fact madle the project one of con-
sum miiate daringr and bravery.
\Villiani lrescott 'vas the officer
chosen to lead the party. andi welI
did lie fulfili his task.

About sunset on the sixteenth of
Jlune, the brigade, about twelve hun-
dired, mren asseiinbledl oni the common
andi with bowed hecads; listcned to
the prayer which I>rcsidenit Langldon
of I-Iarvarcl Coillegçe offered up for
the success of the enterprise. The
soldiers 'vere ununiforincd, and
carricd fowling pieces without bayo-
nets, and a scanty supply of powder
and bullets. They departed silently,
but swviftly. AXt nine o'clock Cam-
bridge wvas leit beinid, and they
procceded to Charlestown Neck.
Here they met General I'utnain and
the wa,;gons loaded with the intren-
chiing tools.

" The neck is a narrow isthmus
connectingy the mainlanci withi the
Peninsula; havingc the Mystic river
on the north, -and a large emibayment
of the Charles river on the sotuth.
Across this isthmus Colonel Pres-
cott conclucted the cletachment un-
discovered, and up the ascent of
l3uiker illi. This commiences at
the Neck, andi slo1)es up for about
three hundred yards to its summnit,
which is about one hunclred andi
twelve feet highl. 1 t then declines
toward the South> and is connected
by à ricige with I3reecl's Hill, about
sixty or seventy feet high. The
crests of the two hilis are i,.early
seven hundred yards apart.

Bunker Hilli had orginally been
specifled as the place for the fortifi-
cation, but Breeds Hill was necarer
Boston, and hiad a be,.tter cornriand
of the town. Thbis place, ztiter a
lengrtby discussion, wvas agreed upon
l)y Gridley an eniniieer and Pres-
cott. It wvas midighrlt before the
first soci Nvas raised. -Then every
man scized in turni, the spade or
pick, and soon the parapet wvas
high and solid enough to formi a
'Crood l)reastwork. By daylight, the
entrenichments hiad ben completed,
and the distance covered wvas about
eight rods square. The w'ork had
been carried on so quietly that no
alarmn was occasioned on the wvar-
ships moorcd between Boston and
Charlestown. I n fact, ail was so
still that the " AIl well " of the
watcb on the ships could bc beard
distînctly.

'l'lie people of Boston were
suddenly aroused by the sound of
the Livcly's cannon paigon the
works, and a hieavy battery xvas
cected on Copp's H ill. which kept
up an incessant fire. E verythiingr
was a conipicte surprise. Prescott
continued to extend the Une to, a


