
D)r. Von Lendenfeld. According, Lo the Arnerican -Aatiz,?alist
for J'une> in certain calcarcous sponges this observer hias detected
granglion celis, with branches connecbing themi withi other nerve
celis, whichi are spindle-shaped. In the Leucon sponges sensory
celis are present, but not concentrated round the pores or so-
called mouths of the sponge. These celis are scattered here and
there in groups over the general octodernial surface. Hereto-
fore, the jelly fishes wvere the lowest forms of animal life in
which a nervous systemi was known to exist.

NEw LiGHi, ON THE ORWGIN 0F SPECiES.-In the proceedings
of the Acaderny of Natural Sciences of Philadeiphia, just issued,
is an account of the formation of a new species in the case of a
GYP?,ipedliurni, which norrnally bears a one-fiowered scape, and
which hias produced a subspicate inflorescence, and a change of
form. of the flowers going in c ompany wvith the departure.
Sir-nilar changes, which. seenii permanent and'are pei'petuated by
seed and off-sets, have been produced by the saine species in
locations xnany miles apart. Thte ?zew forrns are in fact new
species. Froni this fact the author of t1ic paper deduces the
follow'ing propositions: First, that species may corne into
existence by sudden Ieaps. " Missing links ' are not necessary
in every case, and the slow- modifications thirough ages need not
be traced by the evolutionist; and secondly, that identical forns,
introduced as new species, may appear in different parts of the
earth, and therefore the tirne askzed for a griven species to dis-
tribute itself over the earth froin a common centre> inay be
shortened. Well attested facts of this nature wilI change niany
theories as to land connection, in some former times, betwveen
places where similar species are found, as e.g., Eastern United
State.q and Japan, the West Indies and thie N'%orti-XVestern coast
of .Africa.

THuE CONSUMPTIVE PER1OD.-Froin the time of flippocrates
down, the period in which mren are rnost susceptible to consump-
tion lias been flxed between the agres twenty and thirty-five
years, and the natural deduction Nvas that graduafly they acquire

138 [September,KOSMOS.


