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BEGGARS IN PEKING, CIHINA.
EGGARS are ahinost eveCrywhc-re.

'l Ihey sleep auîong the ruins of old
temples, ini ateways, like hogs i
corners, or by soute -wall. At the

MOWCity gates, thorouglifares, or bridges,
are squads of tliem. tley follow, or radie.r
runi, aloiîgside of -our cart bcggine. Soute
"sit by the wayside beggiîîg" or "lie at the

rich man's gate," ad often t leody isaluîost
covered -iith sores.

The clotlîiug in somne cases is fairly gond,
Often, howevcr, ouly a piece of tattered
cotton cioth throwîî over tlic shoulders,
exter.ding little below the waist, and a pair
of worn out siippers constitutes the covering
of om'- of these creatures in ndwinter.

1 have met themn runving across tlie ice in
tlîis way beggiug for a cent. They contrive
to getup a kîudof id(eous cry soas toarouse
pity. Womie andi chljdren will sob and wail,
înaking a cojîtinuous cry for long periods at
a tinie, but the ears bccome arcustouîed to
suclisounds and the heart seems to forget
Eiy f or these saine persons year by ycar

.Cpup tlieir begging, and on sueiuig t h ia
again orie cornet to recognize thein, kuowv
their worthless character, aîîd to regard it
doubtful. charity to give themn inoîîey,

One betievolent sont gave one of these
pitiable iiiortalis $800X, hopiîîg to get hina lip
oui of that state, but the very next day thîe
sanie beggar camne back again, %with bis mioîie *N
gone, perhaps lost iii gamibling-for t hey ar,(
fearful gambiers. They ivili. even paNvu the
elotiies off tîteir backs iii order to get iuoiicy
%vith -viiicli to ganibie.

A poor, wretcecd young man carne to oui,
fronitgateonue col(l niglt. I-lis cries coulîil iii
lîcard for a lonig distance, and a pair of cotton
trousers cnnstituted his clothing. Wlieî I
saNv Min lie was 1 ring on the cold grolund. A
tiurber of peopia gathered around hlmi.
" Poor felloiv," ' lie' Il soon freeze to deatlî
hiere," Ilwe oughit to get liiut away before lie
dlies," -were auiong the expressions of tlic
bystanders, but tue wvretclied ereature con-
tiîîued to lie siliveriîîg %vitlî1 cold. If, sccîncul
our duty to lhelp tAie poor ian, so -vc did, anîd
trot Juin a diraI) warî11 garuiient and< food.
Vet Nve liad reason to blcve tlîat lie liad
Iost bis elothlig hy ganîîlliug. StR ii cou-
lition wvas. so pitiable, Nve could niot refuse to
hcelp hini.

As yoai xay su 1 ose, sueli per!--uîis suffer
fearfuîl fruaco, tîiougît it is said tlîey
rtb somÎe lZiud of oit oui their bodies so as to

ddeîseilsibility,1 auîd tiien ion tlîey are
atccuistonied Vo it. Sorne of thent carry about
a pan of coals %vith -,vi lî thcy -%varm tlheir
bîands, and perhaps tlîîr ricc, but liaving no
shelier and insuflicieîît clotîîiig many of
tuent freeze tlieir liîads or feet, or are eveuî
frozen tod(eatli. Ia our colde-st seasoi, witlî-

iii a few ays, sei,;cnteîrn hunrlred of tlieso
p)oor vvretched creatures wverù liauleul ont of
tuûo Of the gateS Of thiuî City. If One renîcein-
be'rs tlîat t lus was la a fewv days ýthe ther-
inojucier being about zero) lie wiIl get soune
Idea of the nuuîîber and suffleriuîg o! tiesae
forlomai beggars. Anîoug tlîcîn tire gray-
liaircd mien and wonîeii, raidie aged -%vonîen
wvitli a iuiil> in tic hosoun aniu otîier ciîildrea
followviig at the lieds, and younî in and
girls. Auîoug theun are the- sickame, blind,
and discased; wliile the persons o! aluîsost ail
are uiîkeinipt auîd filtiîy, in fact it suteins tlîat
sonie o! iliain tlîiuk the flltlîier the better.

Wluat I have said o! these niiserable people
lias been said o! tlîem as individuals, but they
are a distinct class. Mauy of themn bave no
eues (the distinctive mark of a Cliiorse
,eitizen>, and tliey are an orgaiîized body.
Thîjer leader or " lvad inan, in order to colleet
tlîe poil tax allow cd by ianv, apportions certain
of tlieni iii certain îîeighiborh oods, withî tAie
advice of eIders andlconstables. Duritig the
(lay thcy go froun one donc to anotlier anI
receive tAie allotted stipeuid. , They sit la
the donc aud sing a ditty or beat their cliop-
disiies anid sîticks to attuact attenîtionî, tnîid if
the sîiop keeper lias xîo cust'nniers lie lets
thent kep up their crics; for lie kîîows tAie
longer tley are detaiîîcd so iiich tie more
tuniewil! clapse before tiiey eaui Conte uîgain
to the slop."

B3ut uîoi ouîy are tiiese heggars iii bic city
orgaiiizecl, tîîey also forun bands of desiier-
adors anîd î'obbr.. 'I'uey iufet implortat
ligli1ways so aLs ho niake travel atîd tranîsport-
eti mi diiciitlt auid nsafe. I have bren told
i luat if iiiereîiaiîts at Tieuîtsiii, for exaniple,
desire to seiîd a q uantity nf silver up to
i>ck iuîg <90 iiiles), theire uniist IfIrst be a hitiuud.
soute st ipenîd 'giveiî f0 the leader of tia gang,
or cisc rolhery wvill bo very likely to take
place oit the mah. So it is, tiiese thiugs go
oui anîd have goiie on for ceuturies.

Tuere are certainî causes, ltowever, forttiîee
vagr-alits bciuigas tlie-yarce. Deuise poptilaitini,
floods, faniiiiies, diriiikeiîuiess,opidiit sunokiiig,
lwollîgite J gaibliug, etc., are aniiig thie
ü;auses. ie >cîhaps tule fluuperor woîîld do nore
for liiis class i f lie ktew monire iii.cnt thiiet,
huit lus persoii is ton saci'cd un be seau by

hnb in is cye too gond o look upon tlucir
iiiisery, s0 tîtat titis i%ful tvreicliediîcss and
beggary coninuue uuuler the vei'y sliadowv o!
tlîe palace of the "lSoit o! 1leaven," anid prob-
ably Nvill conttinue, for in Chinia, mtore tliaa
aiiywliere cIsc, perbaps, one eau couîfideuitly
prenliet tiîat Il te liuiiigs thaI siall bc aire the
thiugs thaI are aîîd have lri.

The saddest part, luowcever, abut ail] tiiis is
tuaI those utoor crcîu"uircs so %vretciued lîcre
look forîvard to nio nriglît future, for tlîcy
liave tiever hîcard the gond news o! salvationt
tlîrough tue mieritof Jt-susCiirist.-Rev.A...


