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THE PUBLIC HEALTH FOR FEBRUARY.

T HE total record of deaths in Februry in the twenty-six cities
and towvns in Canada whiich make nîonthly returns to the

Departnîcnt of Agriculture in Ottawa w~as 1,3c25, Or less bY 140
deaths than the record for Jainiary.

February bcing a short month usually returns a sinaller total
record of deaths than January, although the rate of rnortality rnay
even thien be higher ini February, than in january. T'his year the
record for last nionth %%-as proportionately loiver than usual
indicating a roinparatively satibfa-ctuiry state of the public health.

In almost every one of the cities and towns the total record
and Uhe record for each particular class of disease wvas p)roportion-
ately considerably lower ini February than in January.

Scarlet fever is the only disease froin whichi the record shows
an increase in niortalitv over the previous month. Halifax
returned four deaths froin this cause and Winnipeg seven.

Froin diphtheria tic total record of deaths fell fr-oni i5o in
January to, 92 in February.

F-,ro.m typhoid fever tiiere were only 1 7 deaths in February
a fail frorn 24 in January. 0f these 17~ deaths, four were in
Ottawa, three in Montreal, two in Toronto and two in Quebec.

The total record of deaths from zyniotic, diseases fell from
:26o inl January to, î86 in February. Whlile therefore the total
record from ail causes, as stated, wvas i40 less in February than
in Jariuary, the record froni zynîotics alone was 74 less.

Frora constitutiortal diseases tie decline in the niortality %'Vas
Iess proportionately than frorn any other class of diseases.

Conîpared with February 1887, laIst iiiont.i's mortality wvas
flot so satisfactory ; there having been, ini the saine twznty-six
cities and towns, 170 moye deaths last uîî-mtili than in February

187;an increase of fifteen per cent.; far beyond Uic propor-
tionate increase of population.

A-, ice pitcher is nccclcd ini which water rnay lie readily coolcdl by puLtîng
ce iii cloie coiitct wii:h the %vater instead of in t


