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low side, iuost of the produco iii our farmer'e barn@
wlll find a market betore February, and Ibis faci t ili
neceearily produce considérable t, tr and activity. A
few of the retail trade may be calculating too largely
on their sales duriug December and Jauuary, and,
forgelting bitter experience lu the past, May have pur-
obased too largely. But tbere i8 go)od reason to be-
leve that those whn have thus scled are the excep-
tion aud flot the ruie thie season, aud ihat the,
healtby toue of business will be increaaed duriug the
winter monthu.

As Christmas draws near, its effecte are flot unseen.
Not only la ibis the case lu regard to Irade, but lu a
hundred wayu people begin 10 feael we are uearing tbe
festve season. Our foreigu fri-euds, who often draw
*uch melancboly plotures of aur Canadian winters,
ahould JusI taka a peep lut some ot our cities, towus
and villages &bout the New Year's tlmp. They would
not oulyiy lnd a bnsy, lively, bilailoua population,
atively engaged in bnylug sud selilg; but if they
followed tbem to their homes, tbey wouid mid that
winter le Ibeir joliest season of thé year. This ls
particularty the case about Christmas and New Years.
wben there la not oniy la goc d deal of money giug,"1
but aimoot eyery houseboid, except thé vury poorest,
bu ils scenes of ejoytnent sud merrimeut.

"Tis Winter'a jubieo-lthis day
Bis stores their c.untlese trneasures leild;

See baw the damnud glances plav
lu ceaselesa blaze irom tree sud flold.'

OPEJNGOFO THE SUEZ CANAL.

T BE opeulug of the Suez Canal ls an eveut of more
than ordinary importance. The work le fot oniy

a remarkable one in ilseif. but it; proises to effet a
great revolutlon lu the course of Pastern tradte. It
stands at the bead of tbe giest uudertakiugs of re.
cent years, snd reliecte the bigbest bonour ou M.
de Leswepe and the, French nation. We muet conftse
t0 a lutIle chagrin that Gi-est Brîtalu bas no ehare iu
the bonour of an nuderlakiug wbich shortens thé
distance to ber Indian possessi1ons [rom 15,u00 to
about 7,000 miles. Not only je this the fact, but t le
'w.l known 1ha1 Engiaud bas given the enterprie
tbe coid shoulder. Lord Palmerston strougly op-
po.ed It, msinly ou the grounds, Ibat France mligbl,
iD case of future war. seize Egypt sud tbbut the canai
lu British veseels. sud also becaui.e thé canal would
enable the States of Southemu Europe to make eborler
voyages t t Indien Seas Ibau Engliietiveseele eould.
George Stephenson, the engineer. alwaye contended
ths1 the work wua Impracticable; indeed, there are
flot a few lun(Great Britaiu who tili malnls.ln Ibat JIt
willi neyer be a succese. The lamous leniaular sud
Orientai Steamebip Compauy hold to this vlew, but
when t le reuiembered that 600 years bofore Chris.
tianity, the sucieuts tbemselves ounstmuclefi a lmilar
canal, wbicb 100k a ceutury to make sud we do flot
doubt, uow that M. de Lesseps htie ranaled 10 coin
plste tbe work, lie wiJl be able 10 preserve it sud keep
il open.

3oins facto lu conuection with f hie gi-est canal si-e
of snucb iîterust. General Buousparle. wheu lu pos-
session of Egypt about the beginuing of ibis century,
set several French engineere 10 work to try W ascer.
tain the p!aclicabillîy of connecting the, two seas
Âfterwsrds. mlxed Brtish, French sud Austrian Com.
missions examlned luto it, but nothiug praclical was
doue tUl1868, wbeu M. de Lesseps invited enbscrip.
tions, whicb were speedily taken up, by far thb
greatest amonut in Frauce, wbich has at least 20,0(
subecribe' s. Great preparations had to bu made belonE
oommenclng tbe undertaking, butinu 1860, about 80,00
mon were set Wo work, the ViceroY of Egypt fora
lime furuisbiug 26,000 of Ibem .Tbe leugth of tb.
esual la about 100 miles, sud one of the most difficul,
parts of the, work, was tbe improvement of seyera
sballow lakes, whlcb had 10 be deepeued iu the chan.
nel, aud banka 16 lest lîgb made ou each elde! lx
other places the' beds ot aid lakes wure flooded-
lndeed engineering bkili bas been tested ta ita ntmou
to overuome the manifold difficullies lu the wsy.

The canal la of sufficlent size 10 Paus lbnougli veri
large vessis. There le a depth af 26 fiRet or watt
from oue end to the, other, the bottom seidoin or neve
becomlng le« Ihan 72 leul lu widtb, wbilet at the sur
face it ranges fi-rn 200 to 327 leet. Thils le s0 muel
larger th an ordiuary canais, that t ceemB hardiy pre
per tc, astIit a canal asta&l. Veàsela drawiug 24J fée
of water wlil bu able tc, pau thraugh il, sud as the
wiil b. allowed 10 iun at a spesd of a little over st:
miltes an boni-, lhe whole distance fromn the Meditei

iantan 10 the lIed Suas eau bu made in sixteen boni-s'
Thure ai-e no locks on te canal at aIl! Tbe level ai
the two suas le so nearly the sarnu a to rinder lockage
uunecessary. If tht, sand eau only be kept !r.-m f51-
iug np the chanuel, at auvthing likc a rewsonati!e
cost, there eou bu no donbtthie Suez Canaliis not
oniy one of the grestest entorpî lues whilch human
genuna ba ever sttempted, but one ofitil moat signal
suecesses.

The effecl of Ibis woi-k op' E ropean commerce may
bc known frian the tact, already meutioned by ns,
that t shorteus the distance from Europe ta India, by
8,000 miles Iustead aI the, long and coptly jouruey
by the Care of Goad HopeBritie4h Indiamen wili
now be able tW pass tbrough tht, canal at a coaI of 10
france or 42.00 per Ion sud per passungur. We feel
conviuced Ibis m uet revolullouize tise ludian trade of

ONTARIO FINANCES.

T HIE Treasurers of the P1rovinces of Ontario aud 0
Quehea, bave now botti laid thei- finaucial stats-

ments before their respective legialures sud the
public, lu bath thuy bave the gralilcation of an-
nunneing a surplus lu the, Treasniy. In the case of
Ontario, thile exi8s alter providlng for the iuterest ou
ils ehare of ibe surplus debt, The revanue of Ou-
lari oi-o 1870, le 88 000,000, and the etlmated expendl.
Ici-e leqas by aven hallt s million, alter pnoviding for
intereet ou five-ulutis of the surplus debf, ils essi-
maled skia-e. After careful perusal of the reports of
Mnr. jWood's budget speech lu the Toronto papers,
we flud it impassible ta gl6au fi-rn thetu precise
figures. The printed estîmates of expenditure give
us $2,066,288; lu that we bave certitude. Il la dlvided
as toilaws:

Europe as well as the li-ade witb China, Japan sud $ e.
other Esern lande. We cansàidur the Buccesa wb)icb Civil Goverunu....................... 12D,970i 00
bas atuuded M. de Lesseps, a feather in the cal)ai tise Legisais......... ........... ..... 75,615.00CooiainRoads;.ý. .............. ... 50,000-00
Frenchi Nation, sud we sincenely hope tite canal usay Adminîistration of Justice............... 194.06.00
prove as profitable an invesîruent la its proiuoleis as Publiic iborks, Capital Accounu........698.521.81
it will luevilably prove au Immense advantage te the, Public Works, IMiscellaneons....... .. 1î00.00

As> min Maintenance.................. 16,298.00
commerce of the world. Reforinalory .................. ... 224'18.00

_____________________Agriculture sud Arts ................... 69.450.00
Imimigr-ation .......................... 24,7n110 0

GRUNB LINO ABOUT PRICES. Hiopitals sud Cheritiet. ... . . .......... 42,510110

HE farming oommuuuity of Canada, sud ual a fewv Lit. iar ansd Scienlifle Institutions. ... .... 1.850 10TEduca leuo..n..........................3287,475.48T business men ase weii. are grumbliug ual a litIle Unloire@een andf Unprovided ............. 
2

0,1(M
0
-00

over the low priies af produce Ibisa wintur. Ou the Miècellaneone. ........................ 48.68.02
Muniicipahlies Fund ................... .. 78.972.84

iltti December, 1867, fait wheat was wortls about Charges au1 Revenue.... .... ............ 118,150.W0
#1.5g; lest yuar, aI tht, saine periofi, 8.15, Lbut at the
pi-sent lime il ouly bringg about 90ec J.arluy laettesi- Total............................ V,066,28. 10
was quolefi at $1.27-Ia.day it can bu readily obtainef On te revenue aide we are gîven $1,196,872, allaw*
et frian50oc la 60e. Nothlug se mucti delîghts a tai-mer suce firn tht, Domlnion-lees amount of interesi on
as ligh prices, unles il bu largu crop-bu il is ualtskiai-e of surplus debt, $291,666-Minor revenues, (in.
oiten thuy came bath loguthen. This wintur tiîey cludiug Consalidatefi Municipal Loan Fuud, $160,000,
bave abundauce of grain, but bave ta bu content witli Liceases, M,0000, Law Stampe, 876,000.) 840,000.
lower prneus than tbey bave hed ta lake for mauy Crown Tmber Revenue, $806,0()0; brammer Sehool
yuars. LandS, $8.650; Crowu Lande anreare 846,000; Coin.

The Canadiantai-murs, hawever, hsve renson ta con. mou Sehool do, $W,& 0; Interet on Investments sud
gratlate themselves that tbey aeuse muoti btter ou mauney luntbande o! Dominion Goverumeul. 5249,-
itnated than Ihose of the Western Siates. Iu some 694. Tht, total Incomu likely la bu permanent, Indte.

parts of the latter-tiiose State, lu partieular, wliucti pendent o! the Dominion ailowaasce Mn. Wood ssIi-
are fr ntmChicagoansd atier luadiug mankes-tse nmates aI belweeu 81,Bf0 000 sud 82,000,000. Fur ihe
pi-eoeaye the pnieu o! wiîat le ro iow that larmers coning yuarhtsestimate 8$1,846,440 The foilowîng
are feediug i11t0Ihiei- hags! No. 1 whet eta Chicago reniai ka upon tht, prugrese o! Ontario, with whieh
wss lsteiy quoted as low as 78c. gald, sud lu Iowa the Trutisurur concluded bis speech, will bu found
the guneral pnieu was sel dowu as nol over 40c. lu Qpecially inteietig:-
specse! At these pnieus wlîtat raising dosa not pay He would auiy Say Ibat he tbonght the, Province of
evunin the fsnied sud fertile We8t. sud titecausequeucu Ontario îighl welilbu prend of'ies presunt poýitlon If
le pretty tight limes for niouey amoug the agi-i. it were cosnpaied witti the, position it accupied oeve-

nul yeaîs8 ago lu 1889, to show thie progrues wbich
culural cammunily. Ibnougbout Canada pnieus saretIis Provit.ce li madie, nutwiltet.andlng the inju.
undeuuably low, but wheu oui- fermera cousidun thet, ice under wtiicti shu iaboured during ber conuection
Leiguificant pnieu ta wticli wbeat bas suk ut the witiS Lower Canada, ber population was 450 766, leus

i-t&SOi 0 ies su b îî'sî,fl. tban hall a million. lu 18617 ber population was at
Far-West, liîey have esnt etadbtlqlfi least 1,760 000 sud in 1869 wu@eta leat 2,000.000 la

Tise secret of' the preseut law price8 of p.-oduce la 1839 thet, ssersed lsand was 7,071,693 sdi-es; lu 1867 (ho
simpiy au abundant supply. 1869 tise been a red-tettui- tuuk up tel the lime of Counedmi atlou) the assetd landi

yeuxforcerelt3 Th yied hs ben lrgeprety v IL 19,272 917 acres. The valut, of assueedpnaperty
yearfoi eeuals Th, ytldbitshec ia-g5tPi-tt inlu1889 lieu ouud was $21 681,6W6; lu 1867, 8245,000,000-

much ail aven Europe sud Aiica, sud conveqnently that wes 821,000,000 aguinel 8145 000,000 The ex.
theunulleneougb sud la spart,. ilrutmtht, et o! Seppîebdiiui-e muni local taxation lun1889waë 8147,527; in1867 It wati $4 5N,477. Duties on mernidzu lu 188i
tembun te the 28rd OàJobur, 6,00.578 cwt. atf heal were $803.174; iii 1867. t4 7W 004X11tîlernal revenue,
wene recolved aI Etiglishi ponta, as agîinsl 4,650-ý,227 up excuss, lu 1109, waa $41 8W1; lu 1869. 62,622,975, or
10 te sanieperiod lutaIy ar. Fi-arn ta ieceuî sîste- uusniy 88,000),000. The nunitur ofgraulmar seheois

ment weoee hatther wee soredet hicao ad lu 18.ý9 was 14; ttit, unir lu 1867 wasslOi. Numbur
meut 'a se tht terewei abutiet itiagoant o!pupils atvdig gi-animaaisoals lun1839wa 311;

alilwaukie 2,541,000 bubliele as egainsî 1,890,100 Icst in.i867, ,649. Amounî expendedon grauîtîtarschools
yeur, sud 969,700 lu 1867. Tht, rudeipîs etINew York iu le9, b5,600; in 1'67, $119 646 iJbuo umben oicam-

alue hrvet bvebee iiarl 30pe cet geatr tau Mon sBools 18lu 1839 was 800; ln 1867, 4,480. Punis
elue bivut avebee ieaily 0 er entgientr tanatteudiug commun echoole ln 18&U, 24,000;,lun1867,

ion the samne limneet yeai-, sud the exporte bave been .19,899. Antount uxpndud upan common sebools
over 800 pur cent. grealer-Ihu exact figures bhiug and atier educationsat institutions, uxceptîug gri-.

5,94,10 buselsas aalu 1805,00.Thtgreturmai- schoolls, 4872W; in 186t, $1588l484. lu î865, the5,90100buselsas gaist 1UW. Te geatr ttali sum uxpeunaut on educatian amonnted to $2,.
portion o! Ibis 'abeat weuttel lural Brilain, andi 002,230 The numbun of othen etineational institu-
'ahen we cansider that the supply frian Rusâasand tions, othen thondausmon sud gi-nimai- echools in

lu i-eiau susau, ie ned1867 (bue bulievtd tthure 'aure noue lu 1889) wus 801.
tht, Baltlc le fullyeqnsl t rvossaos r ed 1!ý umbur of pupils atteuding thuse institutions 9,88%,
go no larîher ta discavur why bruadetuifs at pti-Buensd the amlut expundud was $249,150. ho w. ihose
i-nie 80 unueually low. 'aha suppo,,ed that during ailtishe lime, freim 180 la

Are rics lkelyte o u ordown Ay-thtla1867, Ontario was snfl'unlng froin ber couneetion wîth
Ai-eprîes lkel tago n ordow? Ay-tbt'sLower Canada, wouid sue, if tbey taok the, trouble ta

thebui-b. Hfiîtrutis o!flfaimure&ilrougisaul Western look at the oid panlsmuutary ruturus a01839, sud
Canads-we date Say ivu migit justly say Ibausand- compare theth ten statuaif heu ntlry aithiItspi-usnt
si-e holding back thein grain lu hopus that tise mer- conuaition bu would flud Ibal theru was scancely a

ketswil Imrov. Wethr ths I god plic orparallul ta ber prugi-use, sud il would surprise auyone,
ketswihtimpove. Wbuben bisle gad alîc onlie wae suie,, il ïet for onu marnent bu would look at

uat, 'au eay uothing; we iniply tate tise lad, whîick Santie of the othur notes oft-the pi-ogress whieh the,
can e acoraind b a ew bur' enuir luanyoldProvince bat made dning the lime skie suflered tram
eaube scetaiufiby fe har'euuqirylu ny Itber connectluu 'aitti Laer Canada,.lun ailwas s aie

settled farming district. Unlessau advance lakus recuivedfin (lvertîmextt, on Govunstrnunl hafi ex.
rplace, qultu a eonsidei-ahiu portion a! Ibis seasond peudet lu Ontaria >13,00,000; skie hed laid ont firn

r whaterpwilbehldoertohes*ng.Nohmau onerowu sud galhened lin ronsnatier sources $80,00W,_
fobesl drapcoutofbeouitse, rdu t et tsplug. Nohum 000. While in Quebe, the Gaeramtent hafi aniy

fonsiglIesu o!corse prdit 'buierItiu wsOexpeutteti on railwaye 87,M0,000, and badl gstiered
take Ibis ri9k will maku or lose rnouuy by t. 'iThe l in o tier sont ce8 686,000,000-the vasl diffurence
moade ot re"onaing, ha'atvei-, abicît suintaduptil§ I In Uoaatit$8.0 00 uroadi sud bridges,
sometiîing liku titis: Iltla altuost irptssible fr l roi- eci troni the Govrnument, sud

t ' wteat te bu lowur tissu t pi-seunI, sud if suy there lied beexpuudud wilbîn ber bordera, 83.500,-
chý0ange tuke place ,. it muet 51 muet necusssiily be. O). About the sainie amoeut bad been expended la
for tbe btter." 1 bis conclusion f5 bv no nieus Quebe. but lu canais andi other lmprovements tiser.

certain, but 'au tbink muai bu admitteti the, chances bafi besu expended Inl Ontario 811.788,042, auJ frnm
are rallier lu favour of At.L othen sources thisu Uovermhent 84,419,000; but in Que.


