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IN THE HOME
By Mrs, R. C. Cruickshank

Itis hard to believe in a suocesstul primary
eacher, who is not known and loved, or, at least,
pected, in the homes from which ber little
¢holars come, Not the least part of her work is
vitits to them. In desling %ith small chil-

n, the co-operation of the parents is most im-)

portant, but, strange as it may seem, it is not al-
ways given unasked, evem by church members.
“Oh, yes, Willie may go if he likes,” is often
the grudging aseent that is received. Here is
where the teacher can prove.the usefulness of her
visiting, A few pleasaqt ;}, and the knowl-
ledge brought home to hi§ mother that the
teacher really cares whether Willie is there or
not, that in her eyes heis an important ad-
dition to her class, and the motheris enlisted as
a helper, and it is “‘I’ll soc that he comes every
Sunday he possibly cen.”
If the class is~ large, frequent visits are not al-
ways possible ; but twicea year might be man-
aged, and in cases of sickness, trouble, or
poverty, of course, oftener. -

As in all work, so in this, common sense is
judispensable.  Every woman knows Moniay
morning is not & suitable time for a call. The
teacher should make it heresim that her visits
should be as welcome as possible, and if she
choose unseasanable times she can hardly expect
a welcome. But if inadvertently she come in ata
busy time, the least she caa do is to offer to call
some other day, or perhaps she may be allowed
to go into the kitchen or wherever the work is
being done, and so not be a hindrance. Many
of the mothers.cannot afford to stop work.

Many of the poorer homes are dull and com
monplace ; and & pretty gown and bright- presence
may bring an unspoken cheer to the hearts of
those who love beauty, and yet have not the
money nor educatioB to compassit for their own
belongings. Itis a gréat mistake to say *‘ any-
thing will do to wear.”” The poorer the home
the more likely they are to appreciate a
daintily-dresed visitor,

Some teachers, going among those who are
poater ar who hold & position socially lower than
their owa, feel justified im ssking. questiony and
making remarks they would never think of mak-
ing to those in their own “‘set.” And what won-

der if this is resented, snd the mothers are as
non-committal as possible, Undue curidsity is al-
ways rude, and any lack of politeness is not
passed unnoticed by women whose humble posi-
tion may perchance lead to over-sensitiveness.
On the other hand one should be quick to see
and encourage the slightest hint of & desire to
confide. To have the tact to know which is the
heart that craves to unburden itself, and which
will bear its sorrow best alone, is to be blessed
indeed. Such ‘‘copsecrated tsct™ is invaluable,

One of the things to be most studiously avoided
is talé-bearing. If a teacher cannot wmanage the
small boys and girls in her class it is very doubt-
ful whether home authority will help, Tale-
bearing is much more likely to create dislike
in the mind of the accused child, Instead, let
the teacher go prepared to praise, having treas-
ured vp amything and everything to’ be said
in the scholar’s favor, If it is only a question
answered, a pleasant smile, even a pretty dress
womn last Sunday, let ber mgation it. A single
word of commendation will help ‘more in winning
the sympathy of the mother, sud in encouraging
the small scholar, than a hundred of reproof or
blawme. , ' . .

It is no light matter thid home visitiog by the
primary teacher. It needs prayer, sympathy,
patience and love. She must be able to rejoice
with those who rejoice and weep with those who
weep, be ready to taste the just-made preserves,
to give an opinion as to the relative werits of
blue and pink for M. new dress, as to whether
Johonie will look ter with or without - his
curls—any thing that will show her to be inter-
ested in  what cerns her scholars and their
bomes. Happy is the teacher whose name comes
first to the lips of the mother when trouble or’
sickness are in the home. Sh¢ is sowing seed in
the hoarts of the children,and,incidettally it may
be, in the hearts of the others in the home,which,
God blessing it, way spring up to bear some
thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred fold.
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cises are done away with they will have these
weords in their hearts never to be forgotten.—Afrs.
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