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little girls looked very much troubled, but muther
saon expluined that their friends would value che
gifts not for the muney they cost. but for the love
thoy shuwed,  And sho aaid slio wonld go out with
them noxt Saturddy afternoon, and help them ge-
Jeet much things aa they could buy for five dollars.
Fheir thie children louked happy ugain,

“PBat,” said their mother, ©Ido not svae the name
of your best friend here.” o h

“Oh yos,” anid Isabel puttivg her arms around:
oy nevk. ¢‘wb have not forgotten you dear mother;
your nawo is first of all, but you know Christimas
presesits aro sucretr nntil the time domes.”

“Oh-yon,” srid mothor, “I did not think I was
forgotten; but I am not your very best friend, you
know.”

Then the childven knew she meant the dear
Eord Jesus, whose birthday Christmins means.

“But Jesus is in heaven,” said Isabel. How can
we give him a Christmas present?”

C‘fwistino said she knew how, fur the lust Bible
verse she learned was, “Inasmuck as ye have done
it unto ono of the least of these my brethren ye
have doue it unto me.” * That means,” said she,
*'that money given to the poor.and the heathen is
just the same as given to Jesus,”

¢ Thon I think we ought to begin oue Christmas
plesents with Jesus,” said Isubel.

«T think so, too,” said both Christine and mother.

So the children went away to write their books
over again, and this time they began with some.
thing for *‘poor heathen children.”

—King's Messengers.

My Offering.

Trnrthe bleak midwinter,
Frosty winds made moan,
Forth stood hard as iron,
‘Water like a stone;
Snew had fallon—snow ¢ 1 snow, snow an seow,
In the bleak midwinter, lung ago.

Gur God! Heaven cannot hold Him
Op earth contaln,
Heaven and carth shall flec away,
When He cdmes to reign.
In thoe bleak midwinter, a stable-place sutliced
The Lord Sod Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Tnough for Him whom cherubin,
Warship night and day,
A broaat full of milk,
And & manger full of hay,
Euough forr Him whom angels fll down before,
o ox ant ass and camel which adore.

What shall T give Hin,
Pouras I am
1f 1 wors a shepherd
1 would bring a lawh,
1f I weren wise man,
1 would do my part
What I can, T jgive Him

Give wiy heart. o
--Christing Rosetti.

THE PALM BRANCH,.

The Promised King.

SrTaaESTIONN,

Coustruct & Iadder of some light wood, and gover
it with gilt-paper.  Place it upvn the platform,
with ono end resting against the wall.  On either
side and back of the Iadder, avrauge everyreen
tree, so that the upper end of it will be eoncenled
by the branches, Seven rounds must be i sight?
Above the trees place a Inrge light with o refleetor
behind it, and o shade in front, so that the rays of
light will be thrown directly ipon the Iadder.

Prepare seven atrips of eard board, 1§ in.  wide,
and 158} in. Jong(theso should be of the sgame.length
as the rounds of the ladder); cover one side witl

| ilt papor, and have printsd on thom the following:

“Good Tidings,” (No. 1)—“Great Joy,” (No. 2)—
“To All People,” (No. 3)—*A Saviour Bury, (No.
4) -—**On Euarth Peacs,” (No. 5) —““Good-will To
Men,” (No. 6)— “Glory To Gud,” (No. 7). Tho
numbers should be placed un the back side of the
cards, and each one will need two wire hooks, by
which it may be attached to the round, which it is
designed to conceal.

Mottoes, such as—*Kinyg of Glory,” “King of
kings,” *‘Crown Him Lurd of all,” are appropriate;
a crown and sceptre, cut from card-bBoard, and
covered with gilt paper or evergreen and flowers,
placed upon the wall, above the light, will be a
pretty addition to the decoration.

If preforred, this exercise can be used withont
the ladder, ete., any other appropriate decoration
being substituted.

This exercise is arranged for 15 children, but it
can be adapted to a larger or smaller number. To
Nuos. 4, 6, 5, 10, 13, 12, and 14, the cards, already
deseribed, should be given, and placed upon the
ladder, by the Superintendent at the time appoint-
ed: No. 1—*“Good tidings,” upon the lowest round,
No. 2 next and so on.

To musie, let the children march from their seats
to the platform; when they have taken theirplsces
tho music should cease. Immediately, from an al-
joining roum, singing should he faintly heard, and
continued during this exercise. The children must
speak loudly in order to bo heard.

1st child, (listening).

““Hark! what mzean thuse holy voices,
Sweetly sounding thromygh the skies,

Sare th' angelic host rejoices;
Loudest halivlujah’s rise,”

nd child.

“Listen to the wondrous story,
Which they chant in hymus of juy!”




