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it ean strike such n violent blo-w as to lia heard haif
a mile off, Iii this way the old sentixnel. beaver,
who is on guard, gives warning of the approacli of
an enemy, wheîn aplash ! overy tail disappears, and
solitude reigna again. The tail is a grat favourita
ivith Indians and hunters, and, Mihen it eau lie oh-
tai.ned, ocdupies an iipoi tant place in their ?aasts.

The in st remarkable constructions of the beaver
are the dams and lodizeq -whiels they huilà. They
are mide in orde.' to secure a suflicient deptli of
watc:r ta be s'ecure againat freez*ng in winter.
Hmving selacted a ispot for their v1ilagp, or clustr
of bouses, they praceed to cut downr the trees with
whidh to build tleir d u. Tlay always eut down
those up the stream, so that they may fliat down
witb the current. Thay have no cutting instru-
mnents but their hroad, flat, sharp taetli ; but witli
these they wiII bite off great chips, and in a very
short 'ima eut down a trea, eiglit or even ten indhes
tlirough. T hey select trucs that.lcan ovar the wa ter,
and having fellad them, they trim off the branches,
and eut theni into lengths eigcht or tan faut long.
The3e are fioata ta the site of the propaaad dam,
where they are buit into their place with miid and
atones, titi a broad and soli)1 wall la made. Where
the current is gentle, the dam is carried straight
across ; whure it la swvift, the dam la built with an
angle or convex curve up the stream. The littie
architece axbibit as much science i~n their construc-
tion as coula the nsast skilful civil enginaur.

Thse beavers' bouses are built of the sane mate-rial,
a chazuber being left in the mniddle, tise only an-
trance ta ivhicb is,y an. opening îînder tisa water.
The roof ia made very thick ta rest the attaci1s of
the wolverina or glutton, next ta man the inost
deadly eneniy of the beaver. The food of these
hard wvorking mechanica9 consista of the bark of the
a-Pen, willotw, birch, poplar, and aIder, of which it
Inys up in the siminer a stack near its lodgés.

Thse beaver once swnrmed all avar Canada and
the northern United States, and the traces of the
beaver da-' s and beaver inaadows nay still, in many
Places, be sean. But the implacable war of the
trapper and fur trader lias banished him ta the re-
mate regicns of the north and nQrti-west. For
ôvèf .300 yars this warfare bas-beau -wagad, and the
trade in b;eaver skins was one of the grea- induce-
mants to, the exploration of thîs cantinent. Tad-
ousac, Quebee, Three Rivers, Montreal, Frontennac,
Fort Rouile (Toronto), and Detroit were the great
f r-trading posta, of which Albany and New «York
were, for many years, VI-,e jealous rivais. Beaver
skins were usad instaad of xnonay-one slin baing
sn an equivalant for a two dollar bilI--rather an in-
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conveniant sort of currency to carry iri one's pursa.
The pelts, as tliey wvere called-hence the vord
peltrie8,-were used for nuLk;ng beaver liats-those
fuzzy-looking tlîiigs worn by Uncle Sam in the
coici pictureQ-which uqed to be tha favourite head-
gear of the dandies of Paris and London. WVith the
sul)Atitution of silk- for the shiny black bats now
wara, the beaver's occupation was gona, and lie was
allowcd, -for a time. to livo n quiet life. Their fur
lin, af late, been in daniand in «Furopc for trimm*ng
dresses, coats, andl -loves. nnd forthwvith a war ia
renewed in the far wilds of Canada agninst the poor
benver. Sa is thni world bound together by the
ties of commerce.

The benvers are cauglitby steel spring traps, like
huge rat traps, chained to a xnarked tree. An
Indian or white trapper will visit flfty or sixty traps
in a circuit of thirty or forty miles, and wvill catch
'one hundred or ona hundred and fifty beavers in a
saen. In 1854-1856, the Hsndsnn Bay C..nipany
sold in London 627,655 beaver skins. No Wonder
the beaver is gaetting scarcp. Skina have varied
fromn $1 -to $8 âlpiece. At one timu in the lut
century they were i-ucli a di ug in the market that an
immiensei stock wag btirned at Montreal to niake the
rest worth exportation. The beaver once flourislied
in Europe, but is now extinet W. H. W.

LOVING OR FEARING.

-~ ~ -N a Jewf-sh ho(.k ealled the Tal-
r- . mud, there is a parable whIich

teaches how mach, better it is to
love Godi tban ouly to be afraid
of hieanger, This is the story
A certain king bad two servants,

one o' whom Ioved while the other only
fea ed hlm. The saine king was a long

- time absent from bis kingdion. During
this time, the servant wbvlo loved hlm
took, the most diligent pains to kpep,

the palace and gardens in order,and to prepare food
to ha iu readinese for lie muster to ent on bis
returu. But lie who only feared the king neyer
tliought upon bis maqter while ha wa2 away

At Jast the king returnad, and uipon the firat ser-
vant lie smiled, bat steruly dia lie lookz upon the
second, wbo on bis part trembledi and turncd pale,
and then foir the first time began really to try and
serve his master. Such is the différence betwaen
hlmu wlio loves Ood and hitu who niereiv serves Rlm
from the fear as punishrnent. One delights tathink
of Him, the other tries ta drive lm from bis
thaght.
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