
VOX WiSLEYANA

Wel iighit Charles Lamb suggest that we
slîould skiy grace -aver thc table spread
with good bookzs."

J3esides the class of books tliat adds ta
our storc af facts anîd princiles tliere is;
another class very uselul because ot its
power to toucli the imagination and lie
emiotions. We rcad partly ta add ta our
store of dcfinite knowlcdgc and partly to
instruct aur imptulses, and ta sti-engý2tll-
Cil ourselves in finle and noble
tenipers. \Vc love those books whicli ap-
I)cal ta our licarts9 as %vcil as tiiose whicli
apl)eal to oui. rcason. "'They mnove us, ini-
spire uis, console uas ;they mlal-ze lufe less
diflicuit, andl its drnldgeries more endur-
;tble,.thecy trouble the -waters af :ýyipatlhy
*wVitini us, and keep tlheni froîii stagniationi'
tliey enlarge our interests. quicken our
eniotians and drap thc golden hiaze af the
ideal aver the grcy monotonies (if a iead-
(:i and lirosale 111e.*" It is this strong a-i-
peal ta the hecart that, gives ta poetry lus
greatest vailue. George Wmn. Curtis lias
trutlhfullv said, -Until %ve kîîaow why the
rase us sweet or thie de~ (Irai) is pure, or
the 7-aiibaw beautifull, wvc cannlot know0%
wliy the paet is the best b)enefzactor oi

c'e.The soidier fighits for lus native
land. but the pact touches tuit land wvitli
thc charnil that ilakes it %vartlî fighîingl<
for and fir-Qs the wvarriar's hicart %'itli
elîergy invincible. The statcsnian cei-
larges andi orders libecrty ini the state. but
the paet fosters the care af libertv iii the
iicart af the citizen. Tie iuiveuitor nmulti-
plies the facilities of ice. but hIe poct
inakcs life l)CttCr ivorîl livinig.* Tiiere

seenis little roani for wvoîder tlîat a piaus
aid mi sliauld prav God to bles-s His
servant the paet for tile blcssings and ben-
elits lic had bcstc)-vd upon nmen.

It seuns scarcely necessary ta urge the
rcadîng af fictioni. 'fl inan \%,l.) eau tell
a gaod stary is alwvays sure afi hearers.
But î)erliaps it is necessary ta urge people
ta rend snich books as bear maren dircctly
tupon conduct and cliaracter. And iun tlîis
decIartinenit thîe Bible stands above ail
othiers. lt deals. as nio otiier book deals,
witli the deepest and ricliest tiîings iii
niî's hceart anid lufe. Ruskin and Carlyle
bath tell us tlîat froin it tliey have gotten
moire culture and refinemient tiaîî fromn
..ali otlier books pltus aIl the influences of
Coil(!eg; anid unîiversities." In that 1bo0k
throughi seer and al)05t1C Gad lias told usý
iiaîiy things concerning man's nature and
(lcstinvy. It sets forth the richcest, anîd

wettand deepcst tliing-s inii huiiian life
and liapes. -Read ail otiier books, phil-
os'opiiy, poetry. historv, fiction, but if yau
wouilçd reflue UIl judgnîelnt. fertilize -the
reasanl, W.11g the imagination. attaîn tinta
tlie finest wvonîaîiliood, or the sturdiest
*niaîhood, rcad tlîis boaok, reverenitlv aund
îîraycrfully. unitîl its truthis have dîssaived
lilze iral ixîto the bload. Read, indecd,
UIl litnidrcd great books. Il yotn have no0
tinle. niiakec tînie and( read. Rcnd as tail
the slaves in Golcoiida, ca.sting away the
rzl)bishi and lcecl)iiig UIcl gcîsicad ta
transmlute facts inito hife. but read daiiy
the boo0k of cond(uct anid ciiaracter-tiîe
Bible.

POETRY vs. CIVILIZATION
fly 'Mr. RothwIll

In anc ai Ylacaulay's essays, lie digrc:i-
ses iramn lus suibject ta discuss tie graduai
deciîîe of poctie virilitv ini the race, ibid
ta -idvanîce a tieary tlîat mîglît accouiit for
it. Brielly stated. lus argument i-z,, tiîat ta
really eîîjay poetry af aîîy kiîd. exceptilng
tlîat of a didactic nature. anc ilutst bc
gifted wvitli a certainu unisouiidîies-- of iiiiîid.
a powver ta obliterate fact, and a strouîg
imaginiationî ta conjure up vividiy the per-
soîîages anid scelles described. Aýs c ol1or
-ire mîore lurid if tlîrown uîpoî a d;îrk
back-grouild. s0 are impressions more
powerfui ai lasting. if receivcd by ail un-

cultivateci iîîd. Anîd by incatis ofi liis
argumîîent lic accouiît- for the fact, that
in i i lily civilized state oi sacieî3', there
iill l) plinty oi goad critics, ai)uni(ance

oi ana'-lysis anid eilaratian of paetic teclu-
niquJte, butt a (leartil af truc J)oetry. Iu
short, luis purpose wvas ta sliow, tlîat ini
p)roportioni as a. people bccoiîîes' 1)ractical,
anîd begins ta drift towards utiiitariali
ideas. it bcgilîs ta hose 1)011 its poiver of
iîraciucilig and cijoyilig truc paetry. Alîd
uIl morue mnc retcts ovvr the tlieory of
the great essayîst. thîe muon: lue is îliîciîed
to accept it.


