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GENERAL SYNOD

Opening Service in Holy Trinity-
Reception to Delegates

PIZOCEEDINGS 0F SYNOD
Parsuant te the suilnions of Ilus Gm ce, the PrFimlate

of ail Canada, the opening service of the General Synod
of the Clitirch of England in Canada was hield lu
Iloly Trinity Cliurch, Winnipeg, on the evening of
Weduesday, Septeniber 2nd. The Arclbbisbeops, bis-
lieps and cicrgy liaving i obcd in the adjoining 8012001
lionse, the procession wvas duly formed and entcred the
churcli ini the following order:

Lay Delegates.
Clergy.
Arclideacons.
Bishiops.
The Metrepolitan of Canada.
The Primiate of aIl Canada;

The processional hymu being, "The Churcli's Oue
Poundation."

Evensong was sung by 11ev. Canons Coembes and
Matheson, Tallus' Festival Responses were uised, the
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis being "Tours lu F." The
lZight Revs. the Dishops of Niagara and Qu'Appelle read
the Lessous. The Anthem, which ivas wcll rcndered by
au augnîentcd choir, was by Prof. E. Prout, "Whcn
the Lord Tarned Again the Captivity of Zion."

The Lord Bishiop of Nova Seotia preached from the
tex.It:-
"Il know thy works; bebold, 1 have set before theo an open door,

and no man eau shut it! for thou hast a littie strength,'
and hast kept rny word, and hast nlot donied zny maie." -

Net soldom lias the Lord reveàtled hlmseIf to Oe
whom Ile ham made solitary. Abz:îrn must COLO. out
from his country and frein bis father's bouse, and be a
stranger in a strange land before Ged will niake im-
self knewn unto hlm as E I-Sbhaddai-the Almighty Qed.
JTacob must be an eutcast frein bis riather's bouse, and
lie alone 0il night under the quiet stars before he eau
have the revelation of God's Provideuce-"lLo 1 arn
with thee, and wvill keep thee lu ail places wvhere theu
g5Yeost"- aud must be -'left alene" befere the Traveller
Divine wvill wrestle with hlm, atnd bleas hlm, and
cliange his naine te Israel. Moses mnust leave Egypt,
and -%vander alont lu the desert, bqoNre hoe eau recelve
the revelation of God's* self-existence lu the burning
bush-'qI arn that I arn."- Elijah must go bis selitary
way te Hoereb, and stand alone upon the meunt before
the Lord, before the stili small Foiee eau speak te hlmi
and hoe eau learu the Lord's will as te bis future and
that of Israel. And John mnust ho banished te Platines,
the Ienely island in the far Egoîean, that there th3 Lord
Jesus xnight show unto Ris servant things wbich mnust
shortly cerne te pass, and send t. message te the chief
pastor of each of the Seven Churches of Asia Miner.

What a change the language employed expresses
as having taken place in the appearance ef Jesus
Christ! There is nothing lackiug te give the impres-
sion of dignity and m:;jesty, and the distinctuess of the
voice, as the clear vibrat-ing notes of a trumpet, speaks
of autbority and rul. "IAil power is gi-von unto me lu
heaven and in earth" were the last words spoken bore
below, and these, wheu he reveals Uimself lu glory are

of -imilar imPOrt-"I1 arn lIe that livcth and was deaà,
and, behiold, I arn alive for evermore, amen, and have
the keys of hades and of death." What lias becorne of
the lowly Son of man who had net where te lay lis
hcad ? Is tis le who sweat great drops of blood in
Gethsemnane, «%as contented to be betrayed and given
tlp into the hands of' wicked men, and by thcmn to be
buffeted, scourged, erowîicd withi thorns, rnocked, cru-
cified. Ail the shaine and the suffering i8 past, but
Hie Ilirnself is the same as ever. In the older times
whjch toJohin, the last of the 12 apostles-Ieft alive,-
xnust have seeined se far away, whien the father of the
damsel was told,-"Thy daughter is dead ; trouble flot
the miaster," Jesus, as soon as 11e learned the word that
was spokern, stilled the dread that seized upon his
breast, and whien the black sliadow of despair was fal-
ling , broughit back hiope with the words, ",Fear flot ;

and now, wlien John saw him, and fell at luis feet as
dead, lie laid his right hand upon hM, and the saine
words "fîear lot" rencwed the consciousness of the pres-
ence of the dear friend, as well as Lord and Master,
who had laid down his life for bis friends, and prepar-
cd h)im to receive revelations of truth, even as when,
reeliniflg on is breast at the Iast leupper, hoe asked,
"iLord, who is 12e tl2at betraiyeth Thce"?

.What that "Iopen door" may have been, which wvas
set before the Bishop or the Church iu Philadeiphia, we
have no means of knowîng, but this imrnediately fol-
lewing assertion, "And no man can shut it" recalîs the
sentence of the apostie of the Gentiles, spoken of the
Sister Church in Ephesus, "A great door and effectuai
is opeued unto me, and there are many adversaries."
Some peculir and special opportunity for carrying on
the work of the church, advancing the cause of Christ,
extending the Kingdom of God ; and the adversaries of
the Lord, like Alexander the coppersrnith at Cyprus, or
the Judaizing Christiaus who blamed Peter for going te
Cornelius, when God "lopened tne door of faith unto the
Gentiles ;" or those wvhu kept Paul in prison, when he
bade the Colossian Christians pray that ',a dcor of ut-
terance niight be opened to him ilhat hie miglit speak
the rnystery of Christ"--eudeavoring by every means
to close it-that is the figure presented to as. We seeni
te see the Angol ef the Oharch in Philadelphia standing
bofore that "opon door," its portals thrown far back,
and the prospect beond dim, vague, indistinct, invit-
ing advance througli the door, and exploration of the
reigen te which it led, the new roads, the new experi-
ences, the new friends, the new labors, the ever-deep-
euing sense of the precieusness of the Lord, who sec the
door open before, lus Servant, as his ewu developing
spiritual life, together ivith the neom demands muade Up.
on hinm for guidance and tear.hing by these te whem hie
ministered, cast hlm upon fim lu whose sympathy and
compauienship hie hiad hitherte found his solace and his
strength; while bebind the great gates on either side
are the enenies, striving by might and main te pùsh
them together, or swarrning round te drag them te, but
aIl te ne purpose, for Hie iu wvbose hand is ail power
bias deelared-"«Behold, I have set hefere thee an openx
door, and ne mian eau sliut it." There have been those
wvho have seeu iu the messages te the Seven Ch'urches
caunsels meant for ail the churehes everywbere and at
aIl times down te the end, and, while we may net be
able te go entirelv into such iuterpreters of this Bcok,
we cari nevertheloss sc that the principle iuvilved iii
thc circunistances and conditions of those churches and
lu the messages sent te, them are everywhere and at ail
times existent, and therefore that the messages ma y bc


