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STATE OF THE HARVEST IN GREAT BRITAIN AND
RELAND.

W have carefully looked over the reports from correspon-
dents of the Agricultural Gazette in the different counties of
England, Scotland, and Wales, as published in that paper of Sept.
23rd.  These retusns ¢an no doubt be depended on for general
accuracy, the names and addresses of the contributors heing
given, with several of whomn we have the pleasnre of an ac-
guaintanee.  The returns embrace wheat, eats, barley and pota-
toes.

By comparing these returns, we conclude that the wheat crop
of Great Britain will prove, upon the whole, somewhat under an
average ; oats may be called a full averrge, and barley ncarly
the same.

Both grain and potatoes in Scotland appear Getter than in
England ; indeed the northern portion of the latter is superior to
the southern.  This difference appears to have heep oceasioned
principally by the state of the weather. In the sonth of Eng-
land, the harvest mont 1 (August) was characterized by perp-tual
rain, which has materially injured the quality of the grain, a large
portion of which is at present unfit for grinding. In Scotland
and the north of ¥ngland, where harvest operations are lwo or
three weeks later, the weatkier became propitious, and the crops
were seeured 3a much betler condition.  YWe may just observe
that in such  climate as the British Fslands, a summer charac-
terized by rain and clowds, and conscquent low temperature (and
such appears to have been the general characte: of the past sea-
son) is unfavorable to the cereal crops, particularly to wheat,
which requires warmth and suwmshine, with moderate moistare, to
bring it to Tull perfection. We are sorry to ebscrve that the
potate crop in many parts of England, particularly in the South,
mny be considered almost a total failure.  In Kent, Surrey. Sus-
sex, Hampshite, and some other counties, it is reported as being
worse than ever. In Scotland and the rorth of England. the
erop is stated to be more or less diseased 5 but hopes were enter-
tained of securing & cousiderahle portion of sonnd tubers.

In Ireland, we learn (rorn the last ofticial return of the state
of the potato crop, prepared for the use of the Poor Law Com-
missioners, and coeming dowa to the Iatter end of Septembic r, that
the prospect was rapidly growing darker. In some parts wmwrce
than one half was discased, aud the malady spreading among the
apperently sound 5 while in other parts the crop appearnd in a
move promising condition. Wheat will fall far below an average,
Lat oats promise generally an abundance. There is goed rea-on
to hope that Ireland will Le in a much better condition as regards
food in 31849, than she was in the lamentable years of 1816-7.
The breadth of potato culture this year has been very large, and
it only a portion of a large crop can be sccured till spring, with
other esculants that have been more extensively cultivated this
scason than herctofore, the condiiion of that unhappy portion of
our Empire will be mitigatd.

Woe take the following from an editorial of the Agricultural
Gazelle, relating to the attack of the potato blight as affording
muatter for speculation :— o

“ A peenliarity connected with the potato crop is deserving of
particular notice—this ix, the irregular manner in which the dis-
ease has attacked it. There has not been that uniform progress
northwards which characterised its first appearance in this coun-
try. Certainly the southern part of the island suffered first this
year as form wly, but the potate crop was materially injured in
some parts «t Yorfarshire, and in seme of the Hebrides it was

almost entirely destroyed, long b-fore the very slight attack under
which it yet lobors in south-custern and central Scotland, had
been perecived, and in some parts of Cumberland and Westmore-
land, the discase had been active long Hefore people could find it
m Northumberland and Durhans. "The drier places this year, just
as the drier srasons in a eomparison of years, have suffered from
it the least. - And besides, ats carlier appearance in the lower
fatitudes, owing o the carlier ripeness of the plant, there is an
carlicr appearance w the wetter districts also, to which the other-
wine inexplicable srregalarity of its attack, must, we suppose, beo

fatributed.”

YANKEE PLOUGHS DON'T SUIT ALL,

Under this heading, the editor of the Maine Fuarmer, whose
paper we regard as one of the inest valuable of our exchanges,
makes the following remarks in reply to our observations on
the Yankee plough, in the account we gave of the New York
State Fair.  We like the spirit in which his remarks are con-
ceived, so different from that in which another American contem-
porary has referred to the sawne subject. Nothing is gained, es-
pecially in the disenssion of questions in agriculture, by a display
of ill-fecling.  Diflerence of opinion will always exist, and we
shall always be willing to allow our oppuncnts to defend their
opinions, firmly, strougly, and even warmly, without compiain,
but when improper insinuations and unneighborly language is
used, we shall take the liberty of objecting.  'We have no room
in the present nunsher to remark upon the principles which our
{ricnd of (he Furmer has brought under notice. We may say,
however, that, admiuing their gencral corrcctness, we believe
the huproved Scoteh plough, Tor all soils of mediwn stiffness,
posscases the very sequisites he mentions in the greatest perfec-
tion.  Our eemtemporary will see, by statements in another place,
that the question will, in all probability, be put to the test next
Spring. between Canada and the State of New York. We shall
then be glad to see thet plough our friend speaks of, and if he
will send an “* up East™ Yankee to hold it, we shall be willing to
test its qualities in the samne way = —

“'Che wany iwprovements that have been made in the form
amd construction of the plough, during the last twenty-five years,
one would sappose ought te he such that ameng the ¢ reat variety
of sorts, shapes, sizes, and constructions, everybody would be
suited.  This is not the case.  We recollect that fault was found
in England with some of the best ploughs that Mr. Colman car-
ried trom this country to that country.  T'he ploughmen were not
only dissatistied with the shape, but with the work done with
them. ‘T'he editor of the last number of the Toronto Agricultu-
rist, in his remarks upon the impleipents exhibited at the fate New
York State Agricultural Show and Fair, held at Buffalo, says :—
*It was easy to see that their ploughs possessed but few charmg
for the Canadian farmer, who turned up his nose in contempt as
be viewed their shert handled, wide heeled, cast iron ploughs,
and thonght of his cwn bren or wooden Scoteh plongh at home.
It i~ very strange that this important implement has not been im-
proved upon a better model than that so much in vogue among
our neighbours.  Mr. Bell, from Toronto, had two of his excel-
lent ploughs on the ground, whick the Society might have pur-
chased and retained as patterns with great adyantage. In the
cultivation of our soif there is no comparison between the two
implements.  Indeed a ¢ Yankee’ plough will bardly be tolerated
on clay farms except for cross plonghing, and surely the same
kind of soil must be turned over on the same principles in one
country as the other.”

Now, makiag duc allowance for the pride of country which
every man feels or should feel, we think our friend of the Cana-
dian Agriculrurist either did not sce some of the best models of
the ¢ Yankee™ plough, or his judgment was 2 little warped by
coming over thedizzy heights of Niagara. It is true that in some
of the models of the Yankee plough, the manufacturer, i trying
to avoid the cumbrous extreme of the Seetch plough, leaned tgo
far the other way, and made his handies too short and foo upright,
and his mould-board also too short.. Experience, however, taught
him better, and we have many patterns'among us which exhibit
a just and reasonable mean betwéen the two. Our friend is right

when he says that “ the same:king of soil must be tummed over



