Oue day the old clergyman, stung by withessing the
suffevings of his family, yet still contiding in Him who
had 50 often proved his help in times of newd, took
his stafl’ in his hand, and set forth to make a towr of
the island, in the hope of somewhere procuring even a
single bushel of rye in onder to supply his hungry
children with bread,  But in most of the houses into
which he entered he found as great destitution as in
his own, and the very fow who still possessed a little
store refused to part with it,  So, with a heavy heart,
the old servant of the Lond veturned in the evening
10 his home, as empty-handed as he had set out.

But though «cast down,” he felt sure he was “not
forsaken,” for he had experienced dwring his long life,
and expecially in these Tast years of famine, too nany
mstances of Divine assistnee to allow him to st
away his confidence ” 3 and =0 he entered into his
closet, and in his distress ealled upon God, jm-
ploving Him to interpose in his extremity, and thus
snable him to pmise His name.  And Jo? He who is
tie Hearer and Answerer of payer did not pub the
confidence of Mis sorely-tried servant to shame.  For
while the father of the family was thus on Dis knees
hefore God, the mother had sent two of her sons to
frteh a Tasket of tarf from an outhouse, el in pro-
cecding to this shed they had to pass close by a clay-
pit, from which clay had recently hieen dug for some
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Gol’s previdence so ordered it that one of the hoys
canght sight of what scemed to be a ring, projecting
from the side of the pit. e Juped  down to
examine it and suve enough it was a ring, at which
hoth boys nwow tugged with all their might ; hut it
stuck too fast for them. They then fetehed a spade,
and digeing away the clay, =omm discovered that the
ving was aflixed to 2 tin hox, which Iny imbedded
i the claypit. By their continned Dlows with the
spade, the side of the hox was broken iy, and lo! a
quantity of ancient coins tmmbled out into the hottom
of the pitt

The bays yan with all speed to anmounce what they
had found fo their father, whose eves overflowed af,
this diseovery, which he aceepled as an answer {0 his
prayers il he felt disposed to exclaim with pleus
Paul Gerhardi,

* Ways hath He always ready,
Of means He hath no Jack.”

The tin hox was now dug out, and the caing, which
were chiefly of the date of 1649 (in the reiin of
Frederick 111 of Denmank), amounted in value to
vleven hundred dolla,

The elerggyman delivered over the treasure found hy
his sons to the nearest magistrate, by whow it was -
portedd to the king, together with a faithful stecount, of
the extreme want in which the finders were pining,
The vesult was, an onder that the whole sam shoulld
e given back to the worthy clergvman 5 and thus
was o servant of the Lord visibly helped out of a
wosb pressing necessity.
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THE GOSPEL.

‘gvl'l'us}: the Gospel to be only a system of morality,
) requiring that we should * he holy and without

= Dlume before Him in Jove.”  Here is no saad
news for the simer.  He has no inclination oy ability
to be sanetitied throughout, body, soul, and spirit.

Suppose the Gospel treats principally of the veswree-
tion.  Here is no good news for the simmer, e s
not delighted with the idea of vising again—he would
ather remain in the wave for ever

Suppose the Gospel only brings “immortality o
light.”  Mere is no good news for the sinner, e s
not pleased with the thought of eternal dustjon—nhe
woulld mather cease his continnnee,

Suppese the Gospel only o promise of parden and
life on condition of faith and repentance.  Here is no
good news for the <imner. [t is bad news ; his desire
is only dmituted to be disappointed—like a person
engaging to give me an estate if 1 will fly to the
moon.

Ov suppose the Gospel to be @ revelation of absoluts
merey as redy to pardon fnigquity. Even here is no
goud news for the simier, unless he e see 3 way in
which it can come to him agreeable to the chameter
which the Scripture has led him to entertain of God,

“God is holy in all 1lis ways, and righteons in all
IHis works™  Whatever favows e confers as i bene-
factor, He mugt preserve His claims s a legislator,
Therefore, when 1 hegin to he delighted with the glad
tidings of Merey, saying, Spave him, bless him ¢ L am
terified again by the lignage of Justice, Cut him oft;
destroy him ! 14 is evident the one, as well as the
other, exists,—the one, as well as the other, has its
clain,

In this case, Merey shows me the tree of life
Justice stands with flaming sword to guard it from
approach,  If we say that, we should take the declame
tion of Giod that He will pardon iniquity without any
ollier consideration, and e satistied of 1lis doing it
Shall we make the Divine perfections anything or
wothing, nagnifving one and depreciating  another?
Is the Divine Taw to vavy in its demand and fail i
its exeadion?  Shall we  wepken jts anthority Iy
dispensing with its penaliy? .

We cannot do this; for if the penally be founded
in the fitness of things, and ageeable to the Divine
perfections (and mnless 3t were so, Gold would never
have appointed it), it follows that not only we, hut
God Himself, cannot dispense with it any more than
with the whole Jaw.

I think wo man can wtionally hope for pardon
unless e can see a way in which God an do it as
God, and be faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and fo cleanse us from all unrighteousness”  Such a
scheme is the Gospel 5 it reveals a free, rich, righteons
stvation through .Jesus Christ, “set forth to be a
propitiation, through faith in His blood.” Hence it
anawers its name 5 it is gowl news, gl tidings

It would be easy to illusteate this view of the
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