
.Toyalists anci Loyalists. 9

few moments lber limbs feit as- thougli they lhad lest the po-wer of vol-
untary motion. ]By a severe effort of the -%vi1I she got across thie floor;
the door into the kitchen was securcd, but only by a wooden buitton,
and she knew that if they got iinto the kitchien that would be no
seciuritv ; se, xnustering up lier courage, she pulled opeil the door and
lookeci ini, deterinied to know the wvor --t.

The ligbt in the kiteben -,vas very imperfeet, but sue wvas certain
that no one wvas in, unless coîncealed belhind somne of the casks ani
otlu'r things kept there. Standing in the kitehenl reared against the
back wall, beyoîîd the tra)-<lor, were two bicavy oak beanis, whicli
had bepin hieNv for the construction of a press.

lIt occurreci to lier that if she could lay (lown one or both of thiese
across the trap it w'ould prevent, or, at least, render thecir entranice by
that way mueh more difficult ; so slie took hold of one to carry it, but
fourni it altogrether beyond lier strength to lift it, Lowever shie pulled it
upriglit, and ;%vas deliberating -wbether to pusb it over or not, whien,
to lier dismnay, the trap-door lifted, arnd the bead and shoulders of a
n111.11 appcared, cr-eepiugc up fromn below ; wvithout reasoning upon the
consequences, but acting upon impulse, shie precipitated the mas;sive
beami forward.(,-tliere vas a crashi followed by a loud yeIl, a cry of Àeath

1agony, whicbi soundeci througb the silent house like a shriek of terror,
anm i ade lier very blood stagnate wvithi horror, but in the excitement,

1n perturbation of the moment slie seize(l the second beam. and
pushied it over on the first. She then either sat, or feul dowvn iii a
S".OOI.

WhVlen the young Indians arrived at the farm, Mrs. wVbite was" out
side the palisacle looking after sonie stray fowl ; she sawv themi corne
into the clearing froin the 'voods, and, conjectiuring wvho they were,
wvaited until they came nearer so that, sbe eould identify tbemi.

NVblen they had delivered their message she -%vas niuch alarined, and
*wvanted to blow the biorn, but they told lier thiat Bent wanted ber te
Nvait tilt tboy.czime. Hler instructions te thein -were to keep clown the
crck to, were there Nvas a "mi-qig" going, on, but as sile did net know
;vhether they would find WVhite at the bouse or in the buish, they de-
cidp.d it wotuld be better for one to go to the buish and the other to
the bouse, so as te get the m en moving- all the quicker.

Boundfing along at the top of their speed they hiad very soon apl)rise1
ffVhite and bis ineiglIibors of the position of matters. Some few

lia( brou-lit ilow thieir rifles toe rising, but al of t m i axes,
bD 'IDte ~ a le a axe

sharp as good kbie-.Levn h ox, tbey started te the beseiged
house, niuttering dire threa-,ts of vengeance. The distance wvas very
little more tb;uî a mile, so that relief, speedy and overwhelming, was
at haund, as -Mrs. White Liad correctly expected.

Before the farmners could arive, Bent vithx the Chief and bis four
eider sons had reaehied the scelle: in fact, liad followed as clesely as
poss5ible, keeping at the sanie time eut of view. Twvo of the Mohawk-s
wvent further dowvn the creek than the rest te, signal the return of

ther bothrsrihtly judging that wvoukM be the direction they Nvould
cornle.

Tho sun lind ceaseil te throw any shadows, but tue shacles of nighit
wvore creeping. through the forest from4he east te the 'vest. A few
crowvs were winging their lazy fliglit te their roosting places, sending
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