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Grasaes and Fovage Plants,

Orchard end Tall Meadow Grase.

Mr. W. I Tallant, who is a tazn of sozw roputatn
his own country, Montgomery, Va., thus writes on
the above subjocts to the Adany Country Gentle-
man:—O0n theso two grasses the foundation of all
farming should rest.  As long as wo have them, I do
not think wo should ever sow any other grasses, save
posaibly a little clover to mix with them, which will
dicout agthooriliard or oat grassthickens. Orchard
grass, with us, 13 ready to cut by the first week in
Jrne. It will grow moro in one4veek (after cutting)
than blue grass will in 2 month. It makesa larger
aftermath, and makes it quicker, thanany othergrss
Iknowof. Land will improve with a sod of orchard
grass (or any othier kind) on it, no matter how you
treat it. Xt is the most profitable crop wo can raise,
as a general farm crop. X will try to glve the reasons
for my belief. .

Tho first of Jwme is geaorally the most conveicat
of all times fur cutting hay—Dbefure wheat harvest
and after planting. Timothy comes in so near wheat
harvest that it is often left until that is over, whenit
is entirely too ripe. Orchard grass will grow moren
ono week than blue will in a month—I have Flnt's
word for it, as well asmy own expericnce. I have
tried it on rich and poor land, and the aftormath has
always been heavior (weighs wore) than any other
grass that X know of.

I have stated that Iand with a govd sod on it will
imp.ove. 1 have never seen or heard of a sod
of orchard grass that (il not steadly improve,
if not pastured. What I mecan is, that a
#0d of orchard grasamay bo muwn as often as you
like, and everything removed from tho ground ; or it
may be allowed to go to seed, and then the seed, and
tho grass under it, Loth removed, and yot, the sod will
continue (if all weeds arc carefully keptout), to thick-
en, and produce more hay or sced, year by year. It
is impossible fur the grass to make more and more
hay unlcss the ground 1s mmproving.

1Vithin the last few years, several old fields have
been broken up in my neighborhood, that have been
neglected for twenty years ormmore, with cattle cnough
on them to cat up every blado of grass that ever got
2 inches above tho ground. Blue grass sod formed
over them, and so the fields remained. One of these
ficlds brought 50 bushels of corn per acre, without
manure of any kind. On the othersthe corn was also
fine, but I donot know how much. _Thesas ficlds had
certainly improved.  That a field will improve faster
when everything is mown from it than when every-
thing is grazed from it, I know by my own experience,
and any once may be convinced by trying two fields,
sido by side, a few years. I may misiake, but from
all that I can sec aud learn, I am convinced thatland
which has a sod or grasson it will slowly but steadily
improve. It will certainly not get poorer, no matter
how often mown or how closely pastured.

I now come to my last statement—that orchard
grass is the most profitablo general farm crop we can
raise. My system for its management is as follows:
For hay, mow firstwsek in Junc—a little sooner than
most proplomow.  Mow again aboutSept. 1. What
grows after that Iletstay on the ground as u})rotec-
tion to the sod during the winter and for mulch the
following summer. If I leavo for seed, I cut the
seed ; then immediatel)y cut the bottom for hay,
leaving all that grows alterward on the ground, and
never allow a hoof to bo scen in my orchard gms
ficlds. Cattle, instead of being tho making of our
farms, as most peoplo 1magne, aro tho run. thereof.
It Pcoplo will keep cattle, et them soil. Ii X can
help it, I never intend toallow another head of cattle
to go out, of my barn yard. Whero land i3 worth
§50 an acre, no ono can afford to keep cattle other-
wiss than by soiling. But to return to my orchard
g}ﬂss The profit on goold land is about as follows :

ou got onc and onc-lalf tons of hay at each cutting,
making three tonsper acre; with us-hay is worth 8156
per bon; thus cach acre brings $45. The expenso of
cutting and staclkung 13 2,59 per ton, or 7.50 per acre,
which leaves us $37.50 per acro clear. Tho seed,
with thp hay cub immediately after, will probably

pay aswell.  What erop will pay so well, keep ap tho
land, and give us ag_ little trouble? In sowimng for
hay, I like to sow 2 busliels of orchard or oat grass,
and one ga1lon of red clover.  For sced, leavo out the
clover.
Tall meadow oat grass and orchard grass are very
much alike in all 3~Jects save appearance. ‘The oat
rass, for hay, yiclds more, but ‘is not quite as good
in quality for sced; it makes moro seed, but does not
bring quite ag much per bushel hore. What I hav
said about orchard grass is cqually truo of tall meadow
oat. I think tho oat does best on poor land. Per-
sons sowing orohard grass must not expect too large
acrop the first year. Like many other grasses, it
takes two or three years to como to perfection. I
gencrally sow in March, but where the winters are
nat too sovere, it is best to sow tho Tast of August, or
not later then tho 16th of September, -

Btaoking Com-Po.dder.

Cuasidcrable care is required to stack corc-fodder
in such o manner as to provent waate. It requires
not only to hoputup sothat itis safe from the
weather aud the ravages of vermin, but that 2 part
may be taken down for use without exposing the
remainder to damage. In the ordinary stack the
fodder 13 taken from the top, and whena partis
removed for uso the rest of the atack is left withont
covering. A stack built upon the ground immediate-
ly becomes the prey of innumerablo rats aud mice,
by which it is not only cut up and destroyed toa
large extent, but what is not directly deatroyed is so
soiled as to become almost unfit for use. Now that
tho valuo of the corn-fodderis becoming mere widely
recognized, means are to be taken to praserve itmove

Elevated Stack for Corn-Fodder
cffectively. Xn very rare cases isthero ropm bencath
the barn roof for it, and it is necessarily stacked out.
As wo have pointed out, tho making of such stacks
as can not o removed foruse at onetime is objec.
tionable, as is also the plan of making a quantity of
smaller stacks by which & much greater proportion is
cxposed to injury. A long stack, DLuiltin sections,
which will contain the whole supply, is preferable to
any other plamthat we have tried. 1t may be built
along the north sido of the barn-yard, or any other

sposed side, and made toscrve as a valualle shelter.
By sotting posts in tho ground, as shown in the en-
graving, and placing beams.or poles upon them with
a looge flooring of rails as a foundation, the double
purpose may be served. The open bottom giving
free accoss for air will tend to ventilato tho stack,
and if an oponing be made, either by placing a fow
rails fastened together in the centre, or by placing the
bundles a few inches apertin the centre, there will
be no danger of the corn becomipg mouldy. The posta
should be dreacad smoothly so that vermin can not
mount thenr, andif they do succeed in gaining a
temporary occupation is will bo soon terminated if a
cat i3 allowed torange around the premises. The
space beneath such a stack may be made usefal, in.
stead of being a hiding-place for unclean beasts and
for hiens to lay where their eggs arc lost. Thostack
is to be built so that tho bundles of fodder do not
bind length ways, and that it may be opencd at one
cnd and taken down piecc-meal, as indeed it is put
up. Iach day's supply msy then be thrown, down
and no part of tho stack can be exposed long encugh

to become injured.—American Agriculturist,

-

Implenients of Fusbandup.

Tako Uare of Your Implemonts.

Anintoliigent farmer observed to ua the other day
{hat the amount of money ho had annually to expend
in purchasing, nes implerments and repairing ol ones
was, to use his own phrase, ** purely prepostervas.”

We questioned him for a fow minutes and found
his replies at onco so candid and instructive that at
tho closs wo congratulated humn on tho smallness of
his expenditure. Ho told us in the first place that
whenever ho was through plonghing, <whatever tho
season, ho left his plough sticking in the gronnd at
the end of the last furrow, and thero it lay until
required again for use. Every plough absat him, ho
informed us, remained in this manner out of doors all
winter. The samo with his harrows, scuffers, culti-
vators, drills, and even his mowers and reapers.

Now wo Lnow this to be a very common oczarience
amongst many, we lhad almost said most of onr
farmers, and in view of tho fact, instead of tho
expense being complained of ag ¢ preposterous " wo
hold that the complaint itself is utterly prepostetons.

Lecave & plough out under tho weather for any
length of time, and what will, what must bo the
result? Rain comes to-day and the woodwork is all
swelled up—the joints literally bursting. To-motrow
comes the sunshine which not only dries up the
water absorbed but also corrodes and disfigazes tho
woodwork to the inmost depth of absorption. Let
this bo repested sevaral times, and we soon have a
rough, rickety, cracked affair, loose and cresking ot
every joint and in fact almost utterly uscless. All
tho time too the atmosphero is rapidly oxidizing the
parts exposed of the iron-work—eating deeper and
deeper into it every hour. And if this is the casein
spring, summer, and autumn, how much more are
thoso injuries supplemented by the keen frosts of
winter. Extend the reflection further to the larger
area of the cultivator or reaper, and tho injuries of
course increase with the extent of surfaco exposed.
Leading agriculturists, after long experieneo, assert
that such a course of treatment shortens the dazation
of an implement by about one-half, that is to say,
areaper which wou_l(l last ten years with this rough
usage, would be good for twenty years :f properly
cared for. What then is the proper mode of treat-
ment? It i very simplo and entauls but hittle extra
trouble. Xeep your implement constantly under
cover when not in use, anﬁ 1f 1t happens to be wet or
muddy, clean and dry it thovoughly. And again, when
laying it by for tho season, rub off tho metal portions
thoroughly and greaso them ; don’t stint it, give them
a good thick coat, 2nd in tho spring you will find
your plough, mower, or whatever it is, neorly as
soun:! and fresh a3 when new.

Potato-Bag Cataher.

A novelty in shapo of the above was chewn at the
faat London Exhibition.

There was no opportunity at the time of testing it
practically, and thereforo we cannot say bow well oz
ill it would perform its destined work, if indeed 1t
would perform it at all. Still tho thing looked
feasiblo and the cxhibitor declared it a most susecasful
article.

It censists of two wooden hanfiles, ranning by a
wheel between them in front just like a hand-barrow.
The axlo of this wheel juts out beyond tho ahaft
several inches to tho right whero a pinionis attached.

This pinion works iisto another fastened on the cud
of a shaft which extends backwards in the direction
of the right hondle but a considerable anglo toit.
Near tho rear end of this shaft four fans are attached
which revolve alang with it, and just beneath the
hand!s hangs o box in such 3 mancc-that the cdges
of the fans in rovolving jut in very frecly over its




