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reason stated, cairefuîlly avoided intrusion
ito natters too directly personîal, wî'e
cannot resist the desire to raise a cornIler ouf
tii eurtain Mr. Cowan eleets to place
he't ween hisn journalistie duties and lis
labor's in other directions, just to say-to
t;iose i who kunow liii onîly in the former
ca pacity-that hard a nd continuons work
in fle cause of eharity, religion, teiiper-
ance, eduention ; in faet philanthoic
effort of all kinds, occipy by far the
gieater portion of a very busy life while
in tliis country. Indeed, he regularly
overtaxes his strCngth in this w'ay Vhen
ocupying his h$London residence, and after
getting "run down" in eonsequence, as
regularly ias to go abroad i order to
secuiire the rest and change which
imuîpaired hîealth demands. il this way it
ishbis delight to occul)y uiiiself l sueh
journeys as he aptly described under the
title of "Bec Rambles in Savoy" a year or
two aigo ii tle pages of tlis joiriial. lad
wVe been free to write of M r. Cowan as our
imlipulse dictates, these linos would
pr'obiably have taken a different formî, but
realising the whole position, we feel tliat
eniougli lias been said if wev would avoid
evei the resemblaiee of want of consider-
ation or possible cause of offenuce-lhow -
ever small - to one whose regard we
esteem so highly.-Junior Editor, Britisli
Bee Journal.

[Mir. and Mrs. Cowan are now in Califor-

inia. Would it not be well if our Ontario

or otier societies would make au effort to

have them attend soie of our conventions.

The nembers of the Brant, Oxford, Nor-

folk, aud Haldinand, I au sure w'ould be

plieased to have a Union meeting for the

occasion. Let sonething be donc at once.

I believe Mr. and Mrs. Cowan will retuirn

to Euglaid this sunner Mr. Covan

is a gentleman whose wide range of know-

lelge on apieultural subjects, bis travels

in differint parts of Europe, Africa and

America would enable him to give us a

great leal of interesting and usef li

inifoiIation. Mr. Cowan is knowi to

iuaniy of us as the author of tiait bautiful

%ork "Th Honey Bee," a scient ifie work
of great interest and value. What do

bee-keepers say? Let us act at once.-Eî>.j

Bee-Keeplng as a Business.

On page 180, C. Il. Dibbern uses a num-
her of iterrogatio ints, among otlier
thinîgs, asking if I ever knew " a fariner
wlio did not get all he couîld for his
Ion1ey ?" I doit know that I did, and
wliat's more, I'mli not suire that I ever
k new ianything about wiat tariers got for
tihei' hioney, if, indced, 1 ever knew a case
wlere a farimer offered ionîey for sale.
Please, Bro. Dibbern, that was no original
proposition of mine, but a tradition hand-
ed down"î by a long line, perhaps more
properly a thiek line, of witnesses. But
as I understand flic tradition, it doesn't
matter a bawbee if it should be fully es-
tablished thit every farimer fromu Cain
down, always got the last cent he could
foi' his honey. 'Plie point is that his
loney isn't wothl a price proper for a good
article, but t here is such a general feeling
tiat honey is honey, that when a farmer
sels a dirty mess at five cents, that does
does a great der.l towards establishing
live vents as a proper price for everything
that comes tnder the naime of honey.
Now mind you, i don1't saîy that's true, I
an only trying to instruct, you ii the tra-
dition. I never lad any practical exper-
ience in the matter.

You ask whether we are not a little uar-
row when we preacli that only specialists
should should keep becs. l'Il answer that
question with " yes," if you'll change that
" we" into the " they." For I'm not
preaching that doctrine, neither are you,
Il fact, if I renember rightlv, I advocated
the idea that whatever would be the great-
est good for the gr'eatest unuber would be
the desirable thing to establish, and that
probably it might be best forevery farier
to be sufliciently informed to keep bees.

Now I've nentioned som1e of the thlings
that I haven't said, and it mnay bc well
perliaps for ne to refer to what I have
said to whieh exception hais been taken.
I believe a man lias the saine right to keep
bees that le lias to keep hogs or liens or
to raise wheat. But 1 don't believe that
I have a right to raise wheat on Bro. Dib-
bern's land witlont his permission. Not
a wit more do I believe I have a riglit
without lis permission to plant an apiary
of a hundred colonies within ten rods of
him, no mnatter on whose land it is, when
he already lias there an apiary that f ully
stocks the field. If I do, I danage his


