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THE MISTAKEN BUILDER; or, FALSE COXFIDENCE.
MB OUT fourteen miles from Plymouth, on. the-Cornish coast, lies a

perilous reef of rocks, against which the long rolling swell -of the
Atiantie waves dash with appallingforce, and breaks up.into those
swirling eddies from which the reef is named-the Eddystone.

Upon these treacherous crags many a gallant vessel las foundered and
gone down, within sight .of the shore it has scarcely quitted. or was just
about to reach; and, situated in the midst of a much frequented track,
the rapid succession of calamities at the Eddystone was not long in-awak-
ening men's minds to the necessity of some -warning light. The expos-
ure of the reef to the wild fury of the Atlantic, and the small extent of
the surface rock, however, rendered the construction of a lighthouse in
such a situation a work .of great, and, as it was long considered,. insuper-
able difficulty.

The project was long talked. of before any one was found daring
enough to attempt it; but in the year 1696 a person.of the nampief ienry
Winstanley came forward, and after six years of hard and dangerous
labour it was accomplished.

It was.found, howev.er, that in the course of a few years the winds
&nd waves had made sad havoc with the fabric, and that something must
be done to repair -and strengthen it; and with a view to the accomplish-
ment of this, its builder, Eenry Winstanley, in November, 1703,.went
out to the rock himself, accompanied by some workmen, observing to a
friend as they left the shore that.he only wished to be there in the greatest
storm that ever blew, that he might see the effect it would have upon his
structure 1 Alas i hsa wish was but too soon realised, for i-n a very few
hours after he had reachea his lighthouseûoth it and, himself were buxied
beneath the proud waves for ever. Alas! whats a solemn warning in
relation to false and presumptuous confidence. How many are there,
however, who emualateithis.condctin relation to lie soul ? They believe
that a day of test and trial will cotnd, and they believe that they are per-
fectly secure; but when Wereaci the ground ot théir hope, how often do
we discover that thy are not hiding themselves in the salvation which
God has prôvided, but in one which they have built u,.d provided for
themselves !
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