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of religiQn, and vere especially enjoined to stuidy the dispositions and lo
cultivate the frieridship of persqne in the higher ranks.

Lpyola, influenced perhaps, by the notions of amplicit obedience which
he had derived from his maihtary profession, resolvea that the governmont
of the .esuits should be absolu.tely monarchical. A general chosen for
life, by deputies from the severai provinces, possessed supreme power,
extendng to every person, and applying to every case.

Every member of the order, the very instant he entered its pale, sur-
rendered all freedon of thought and action; and every personal feeling
was suspended by the interests of that body to which he had attached
h;mself. He went wherever he wasordered; and performed whatever he
was commanded., he sufVered whatever was enjoined; he became a
mere passive instrument, incapable of resistance. The gradation of
eanks, was only a gradation in slaveiry ; and su perfect adespottsm over
a large body of men, dispersed over the face of the earth, was never be-
fore realized.

The policy of the order was expediency in its most extended arid h-
centious form. The paramount and charactersneu of the order from
which none of its members ever swerved, under any circurmstances, was
simply this, that its interests were to be promoted by ail possible means,
and at all possible expense. They adopted the spirit of accommodation
inall their missionary undertakings; and their christianty, chameleon-
like, readily assumed the color of every religion where it happened to be
introduced. They freely permitted their converts to retan a full portion
of the old superstition, and suppressed any point in the new faith which
was likely to bear hard on their prejudices or propensies. They pro.
ceeded to 4til greater lengths, and besides suppressng the truths of
revelation, devised the most absurd falsehoods, to be used for attracting
disciples, or even to be taught as parts of chrstianty. A Jesuit in India
produced a pediga etc. prove his owin descentfromBrahma; and another
in Atr.erica, assured a native ehief that Christ had been a valiant and
victoriqus warxior, who, in the space of three years, had scalped an i-
credible number of men, women and children! It was, in fact, their
own authority which they sought to establish,.andnot true rehgion. And
true chrnsiianîty vas just as liîtle known, when they had quitted their la-
bois among heathetnations, as when they commenced the work.

i A protan.trnbe, one knows nt what to call.
Wihich sbifts to evéry formn, and shnes mi ail;
Graiimarian, painter, augèr. rhetorician,
Rope-duncer, conjurer, fiddler, and physician,
Ail trades his Qwn, yourhungry Greekliiig counts."

They labored long and bard to qualify thiemselves to become teachers
of youth, and at length succeeded in supplanting their oppone' 's in every
Catholie country. lanthe next place they aitred to become the spirittal
directors of the hîgher ranks, and succeeded in establishing themselves
in most>of the courts which were attached to the papal faith, not only as
the confessors, but frequently as theguidesand ninisters of superstitious
princes! The progress of he order, though slow nt firrt became xapid
at-the end-of half.a century.

When Loyola, iii 1540, petitioned the Pope tu authorise the institution


